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* [Eh Hilſt the 1 af, chan ainho#; | 
* E is to ſend their Productions into 1 
the world under the, protein, of ſome „ 
illuſtrious name, permit me, in my turn: 
to gratify my ambition by  ſecking, 2 more 
humble patron ; 5 yet one; whom. 1 eſteem | 
the: higheſt honour to addreſs ; one, Who I 
am ſure, will afford me every gracious 
allowance, N friendly indulgence, every EF: 
kind, excuſe. And. let me be emboldened . 
to preſume upon this farther hope, een 
irhile the candid judge peruſes the. fots . 
boring. ON ſheets, he | will view 5 
Frans 


the n Wit the | Bring e 4 2 


: father. . 3 . #7 FF 
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'To give the more etal std. of 5 
our religion a regular and conſiſtent form, | 
and one Which, in my humble appre- : 


henſion, they: themſelves. fuggeſt, in a way 


that is obvious and conciſe, is the object 
of chis attempt. Such a deſign, I am well 


perſuaded, were it executed with the ability | 
T could wiſh, would be of very important 


uſe, in opening and convincing the minds 
„f people in every fphere of life, by 


helping them to a general idea of the 


 fubſlance and &conomy of religion, and 


and by. fixing 
of the © utxderſt 


g it in the immoveable ſeat - 
ding. The frſt | office 


of every teacher is to "Riculclte * A ex- 5 


plain the elements of his ſcience, and 10 


: iluſtrate its general plan, that his auditors, 


being well and firmly grounded, may 5 
follow 1 him with 1 and conviction 
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Hall 3 of every future jefture; Were 
| this plan always adopted in Divinity, the 
moſt important of ſciences, it would be 
the moſt effectual Nep to that edifieation 
fo ſtrongly recommended by the Apoſile, 
and, perhaps, the ableſt method of defeats | 

Ing the various attempts of the adverſaries 
of our faith, by dilarming the -malignant 
influence of their partial repreſen ations 
_ artful ſuggeſtions, and falſe infinuation: 
by balancing the unſettled mind, which a 

wavers between novel opinions till it is 
| bewildered and led wrong, and by guard 
5 ing it againſt errors ang ns a 
15 whatever kind, 5 


Though this. important ae N | 
| have. already paſſed through more able 
hands, yet a new attempt to convey a 
general knowledge of that amazing ſyſtem, 
in Which all are Intereſſed, and which . 
x: - * nl 


— 


: ſearce a what Ws Eu, We 


3 


of 


all, can never be deemed - uſcleſs or out 


of ſeaſon, eſpecially when we reflect on 
a : the new generations which are continually 
_ riſing to be inſtructed in the rudiments of 
_ Chriſtianity, and when we look forward 
to ages yet to come. But ſuch a labour 


will be thought the leſs ſuperfluous, when 5 
we look at thoſe of the preſent day, and 5 
conſider. that, notwithſtanding all the pains 


and inſtructions of | their teachers,” very 
many, who would take it ill to be thought 


wanting in a. competent ſhare of religious | 


knowledge, have yet ta learn, or at leaſt 
-— digeſt, the firſt principles of their re- 
. ligion, and that ſew, in compariſon, are 
: either prepared, or much diſpoſed, to 89 f 


on to perfetion. For there are thoſe | 
who exclude Religion from their ſcheme of 


Morality, or Chri iſhanity from their ſcheme | 


of Religion, or who, profeſſing Chriltianity, 


bars 


ou "ig TOI 
haaave other ſyſtems collected verbally from 
dhe works of eminent Divines of far higher 
and more particular merit, than any to 
5 which the following' can aſpire; but their 
| Prolixity and expence, their injudicious or 
more intricate deſign, the quantity of leſs 
5 intereſting matter with which they are 
filled, and their abſtruſer learning diſpolleſs,, 
them, in a great degree, of a general uſe, 


= and leave room for farcher —_ 5.7 
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"The ingenuous cles will grant me u. 5 3 
g 3 if, ſatisfied with the humblenr: 

: Praiſe of ſupplying an uſeful book, 1 
8 appear leſs ambitious of the reputation 
; of an able and accompliſhed author. To 

the merit of inventing new materials or X 
af applying new arguments 1 have not E ny 
che vanity to ground any claim,  eſteeming 
thoſe by no means the leaſt valuable „ 
Which have been q long and much worn 8 2 
| in the ſervice of religion. But, out oh 0 
2 . 4 1 „„ ye | 


FF 
| the vaſt number and vanety thay. occur in 35 
ine works of the learned, 10 ſelect ihoſe 
that are the Plaineſt. the moſt important, 
and i immediately uſeful, if 1 may challenge El 
ſo much merit, may be allowed the com- 
mendation of much induſtr and of ſome 
2 Jadgravan, ever. inferior the e 
Seen uſe. FP arguments . con- 
fiderations As. are above the level of com- 
mon capacities, the  judiciqus reader will 
admit my apology, and attribute this deſect 
o ihe particular nature of the ſubjeQ, ; 
which. ynavpidably. demands their appli 22 
cation. 4 L may aſpire 10 another piece ; 
oh merit, but of this I am very diffident, 
| i will be, perhaps, in the arrangement 
ol theſe materials, And, if I have had 
ie good fortune to adapt. a. liyle. Wh f 1 
1 is ſmple, nervous, and ſuited to the fub- 
| gell. 1 haye, on chat part, arrived at thy 
ſup PH 4 T7 pill, e the arts, 
8 of 
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pf elegance io thoſe Who can devote _ 
| themſelves to them, I reſt contented with 
mme humble meed of being plain and uſe- | 

| ful, and of prefling the er Interells 
ot mankind, The ſubject, indeed, which 
is the grandeſt that can employ human 5 
attention, is incapable of being improved : 
dy mere embelliſhment. Its native and in- 
herent dignity is able to ſupport it under 
the hand of a ruder and leſs accompliſhed | 
f "workman. In attempting, howeyer, 10 1 Re 
comprize o large a province withir Wn: 1 
compaſs of ſo confined a tract, I am =: | 
prehenſive leſt, by ſtudying to be conciſe, 
1 become dull or obſcure. Let my de- 
fire to do 23 10 men apologize 6 for cus. | 
* defect; 


nl: am PDEs that by ſacrificing to art 
and ornament a conſiderable ſhare of 
that utility of which 1 am Tolicitous, KL 
Pight buys” more fuccſaully . 
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my reputation as an elegant, or as a 


learned, divine. An eaſy deſcant on a few 
ſelect and unconnected texts, which give 
E ſcope to delicate ſentiment, fine moral re. 


flexion, and the effuſions of a flowery 
imagination, and in which one might excite 


the: ſofter, and ſooth the ſeverer, emotions 


of the breaſt, - and liberally - indulge in 
all the embelliſhments of language, in 


elegant terms, in a ſtudied modification 


of ſentences, in an exact and varied 
modulation of periods, in ie pleaſing 


metaphor and the fine alluſion, would 


not fail to come more acceptable to A 
pokihed ear. n to ee a few » 


in divinity, however diſintereſting and un: 


important; or to throw new light on ſome 


abſtruſer paſſages of ſcripture by an illuſ- 5 
trati ve comment, would ſtand fairer to 


gratiſy a learned curioſity. From theſe 
"oy Samples. I have purſued a different 


mode. 


— 2 


: * 


8 mode, as both che end I have in view, : 
nd the perſons for whoſe 1 1 8 
are wann n 


— * . 


1 ty may have 8 b in 


” the execution of my plan, I have the 


h ſatisfaQion to reflet that it was well 
intended, and may hope that the import · 155 
dance of my theme wall ſupport its author 
and help in ſome meaſure. to inſure ſuc : 
geſs to thę undertaking, A portrait of that 
5 religion which is the foundation of every 5 
ſanguine and ſolid hope, drawn from the 
| book of life, and exhibited in a plain aud 
| regular form, though executed by che pencil | 
of an inferior artiſt, muſt be poſſelſed of 
that inherent beauty, which cannot fail 
. to attract every : virtuous ; eye, and to be 
: _ contemplated with - approbation by all 
who think themſelves intereſted in the eh, 
_toncerns- of immortality. Tt will be ac- 
able to Nieren of all denominations 
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_ and in every claſs of life, and may, we 


preſume, be particularly uſeful to thoſe 


who would devote themſelves to the 
very honourable ſtudy and profeſſion of 
Divinity, by introducing them into the 
temple of Religion, and by | preſenting 
before them a model in miniature of that 
tublime and extenſive edifice to which 
they are to dedicate their labours, and 


m which, through the future periods of 
life, they are deſtined to walk Ny 


wit their God. 


5 Abi inous 3 the bo ROY'S, of my own 
keart, and of the approbation of all good . 
men, I am tempted to lay the following 

anperfc&t treatiſe beſore the candid public, 


not witheut every ſentiment of diffidence 


and conſcious inferiority; and if it ma 


have the good fortune to meet with Your's | 
among the reſt, I ſhall be rendered ſtill 


4 n HAPPY; *** 


** — 
4 x 
1 


x 1 


To You, Whoſe gentle harid firſt bent 


my genius to thoſe elegant ſtudies, which 


1 value as the honour and happineſs 


of my life. To You, whoſe generous 
heart hach ſupplied me with the means 
to ' proſecute | them in the moſt liberal 
way—To You, whoſe 'ariadorned exams- 
ple finiſhed in the ſilent walk of virtue 
and religion it ſhall always be niy ſtudy 
10 imitate— T 'You, whoſe happinels 
flowing down the dear and even current 
of Private domeltic life it is the ſummif 
of my wiſhes to inherit To To 1 
; krſt, my lateſt, my every ligen 3 4 
= juſtly due. And if gratitude be the ſxeet⸗ 
eſt emotion of the conſcious breaſt, the 
world will ſurely pardon me while T 


indulge 4 moment in this thort ads 


dreſs. | | * 


; 
> 12 


ay He, 26 hour theſe pages are more 
"ARIES a ſhed down _ 
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E | xl 


Four grey hairs all the honouis of a long, # 


happy, a righteous old-age ! May He, who 

78 merciful to all ages and degrees of men, 
attend You | through | every occurrence of 
che day with his ſacred protection, and 
make your bed in peace ! k May Ha, who . 


bath made : your ſun to ſhine with uſeful | 
luſtre, though in a humbler ſphere, pro- 
long its evening courſe in the ſilent retreat 


of religion, and, at laft, allow it to go down 


in hope with ſerene unclouded brightneſs 
—This is the undiſſembled | prayer which 


he zealouſly ſends up to heaven, whoſe 
Feverence. is in the next e due 10 
You. 
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Romans vi. 23. 


of God it el 


TY IST 5 


Vherefore, as 0 nan fin, entered. into the 


* 


world, and death+by ſin, and ſo death: paſſed 
Fhon all men, for that all have ſinned. 24 
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DISCOURSE 11. 


or the Obedience of Chriſt, the Covenant | 
of Grace, and the Mediatorial N 


Rouans v. 18. 19. 


Therefore, as by the offence of 4 judgement 
came upon all Men to condemnation; even fa 
by the Ks a of one, the po gift came 


8 


one man's di Hobeln, many were Lat fi he. . 
* ners; ſo by the a 2 8 many be 
made YL. FP” 46 


DISCOURSE . 
92 the . of the Chriſtian Religion, 
_ the ; Authgrity of of the RO 


Heonps | ii. 3. 4. 


bw an we gabe if; we "Heb be den 
ſalvation, which, at faſt, began to be ſhoken, 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 


them that heard him, God alſo bearing them 


7 fe both with ſigns, and wonders, and 
vert mirdeles, and gifts Y the TO oel, 
bee i i por ail, 0 


8 . 1 5 page i 
5 DISCOURSE. V. 5 


On Faith. 38 _— 
leus ili. . e 
= that believe on the Son hath i life, 


and he that belicveth. not the Son ſhall not Jee : 
i ths but the. wrath of God. abideth on Him. 


131 
DISCOURSE vl. 
LE On Obedience. 1 1 
el wo adn hs Þ 2:3 . 
0 GIII xii. . 


de yet 88 I untoyou a more excellent way. 5 * | 


| . | 
2 1 8 c 0 U RSE VR, 
on Repeniance, 


Acrs iii. 19. 


bre Je, , therefore and be converted, that 1 | 
n may be blotted out. i . 193 1 


DISCOURSE W 
Of the Giles and Graces of the e Holy chen. : 


” Tema xiv. 18. 1 ED : | 

Jwit Ming en Wertes, in he ſhall gibt „ 
another Comforter, that he way abide with 
+ gou-for mer. os . | - 214 ; 


* 
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DISCOURSE. IX. 


On Prayer, and the Ads of Divine Worlhip 


Fo 454 
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8 | EE Lurz xv. 13. 5 3 1 8 


ya every ing by prayer and Jupplication with 
_” - thankſgiving,” let your Toru be made 
"Rane des t ! 


tt 


3X 


ie X 


7 ; 
3 2 


CE many as have. been. baptized into Chrifl, 
have 28 on gart. „„ 256. 
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on the Supper of the Lord. 
x” Conmrarans xi, 26. 


4. . as * eat. tie; bent gb 3 this 
cup, ye do Jhew forth he e e till 


ie come, | „ 


e F- ENTS 3 


DIS 4 XI. 
The End diſplayed. OY 
Acrs xvü. 30. 31. 8 


Ht hathi appointed a 4 in which he will fudge 
tie world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom 
| he hath ' ordained ; whereof he hath given 
aſſurance unto all men, in that he hath ra iſed 
him 40 tlie dead. „ 291 
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becken dience, e ang paring 1 6 beciad 
FE. the ee He and a | bleſſcd taps. 
cultates Tr idez of the Tron rater a. 028 
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by which we can view V Ourſelves; and the I e. 
lation in which we ſtand reſpecting Him. . 
a train of high diſcoveries, it diſcloſes thoſe 
ſublime and intereſting truths, which are 
congenial to the divineſt faculties of our 
nature, which ſatisfy; our, beſt and maſt ar- 
dent defires; and which ſhed over the human 
mind the enlivening beam of a future and 
unfading hope. The heart and the affections 
it ſublimes and ſanitifies; It regulates all 
dur ations, grounds them on right 8 


„ 


of God, and bur aood. 10 Tulde men, by 
its ſacred lamp, through the hazardous walk 
of life With piety and integrity; to guard 
them againſt the temptations that allure on 
every ſide ; to influerice; to direct, to fupport 
them; to call their atterſtion from terreſtrial 
ſcenes and werldly purſuits to their ſpiritual | 
and immortal intereſts j to raiſe the ſoul from 
earth, her preſent habitation, to heaven, the : 
| ace of her future en is the . _ | 
of Rzicion.! - | aq ku 362 Ad. 
: Natural Religion 5 1s 950 L 
de by che voice f Reaſon: 1 % The 
N „ 


„ # 


D 1 8 o'v R 8 E 1. 15 
Welation: The 


Abbie by the volce of 
ormer introduces men to the knowledge of 
his being and attributes, informing them of 

duties and obligations due to him, and en- 
| abling them to judge of the quality of their 


| actions, and of the nature of moral conduct. 


& The evidence on which i it reſts, and on which 
reaſon” grounds her operations, is that conſci- 


ous ſenfe and internal conviction, which are 


originally engraven on the heart ; and the 
_ fanQions, by which it is enforced, are various 
- diſaſters and misfortunes, which attend its 
5 violation here, together with a tremendous 
expeclation, and excruciating horror, of 
an hereafter. | The latter riſes infinitely ſu⸗ 
oy” perior in every view, in its uſe, in its neceſſi- 
ty, and in its end. It gives fuller and more 
| particular information of the Deity, It 
eſtabliſhes and enforces all the duties of the 
moral law, illuſtrates them with more im- 
5 mediate and more 9 Ught, and dif- 
. I not CP elucidates he 1 8 
tlons derived from nature, hut ſuperadds 2 
ſeries of more illuſtrious and more intereſting he 
waths, by opening a Fontan of Gaperna- Be 
„ . tat 
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{ and ſublimer knowledge. It is am 
lated to the condition of 


preſſed, _ him by moſt forcible. ee 


"My tranſcendent ſanc ions, and can alone i in· 
veſt him with immortality in glory, Yet, hows 


ever ſuperior to the Law of Nature, it is by 


no meang inde 


endent upon it, but derives 


from thence i its primary. ſupport, It preſup- 


poles, an : d | appeals to ſuch a prior Law. and 


ſtands indebted to it for its radical and funda- 

. mental evidence; for, till We have attained & 

| competent knowledge of good and evil, and of 5 
the mora attributes of God by the Law written 


in our hearts and conſciences, we are unable 


to Judge. of the pretenſions of a revealed, Re⸗ 


i ligion, Whether it be on 


ture, and whether it be worthy to. proceed 


from bim, F. rom hence we deniye the internal | 


evidence of Chriſtianity, which, thqugh not 
ſufficient of ſelf to ſupport. its claims, is of 


eſſential and important. uſe, and, without 


which, all its external evidences would prove 


a defective, Such, 3 is the indiſpenſable utility . 


both theſe ] 


avs, that the onę cannot fuperſede 


- the. neceſſity. of the other. 4. and ſuch is the in- 
a tie of their conneKion, tha the one 


N 
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is deficient and incomplete without the ther; 
as one may ſuppoſe to be che caſe, ſinee they 
boch originate from the ſame invariable ſoun- 
tas ae ane They accord on 
: 3 ee 75 0 for; 15 as the Law 
of Nature is the baſis and foundation, ſo the 
Law of the Goſpel is che crown and 00 


mation, of all the e religious 
MEAVED, 5 


Ip - 


4 Every: Le dat Jo! Sad, muſt 
| have an End in view, which is the fcope and 
+ rt to Which it tends, '/ Religion, Wie 
is juſtly of che higheſt eſtimation and moſt im- 
: portant ufe 3s Aiſfiriguifhed by the fublimeſt and 
moſt illuſtrious ExD— Tr PtkrECTION oy 
box: NATURE; AND! Haveivess AFTER THIS "Ties. 
wer WH” Lage ron Ever, © What . 
 gomfortable, what a glorieus, what an e. 
tatic End! Weuld vo indulge the firſt 
and moſt powerful impulſe, of "natwre; 

an impulſe which | prompts. you 10 conſult 
your higheſt- intereſt, and to aſpire to 'your 
genuine felicity? Would you let theſe be 


your guide, and the ſole directors of your en. 1 


duct 7 They will teach you to learn Religion 


8 


1 


5 | Mont by engen the Means which i it pre- ; 0 
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- GC Man, who 1 is to: g enjoy, ane yy 
Goc whe © is t "give, gh nn . 


ü . Ir i is certain that Man, gb is the "FA | 

| ner of Religion, cannot be a candidate for. 

. immortal happineſs,” unleſs. he will have an 

immortal exiſtence; and i it imports ys to un- 
Geritand, how he will he in a capacity to en- 

5 joy this divine Prerogative, The longeſi : 


gn thread. of mortal life is ſpun out in a ſmall 7 


Fircuit af years... He dies, and his body is con- 


£8 ſigned over tig the law of corruption. All | 


mat our ſenſes could. apprebend of him, is 
_ __ vaniſhed away. 21 here i5 hope of a tree if it be. 
cut down, that it will braut again, and that the. 


tender branch of. it will not ceaſe. But man : 
dliein and. waſteth away, yea man. giveth up the 


5 ghoſt, and where is he? It muſt be his Sour or 
| . what this facred Penman. terms the 


ghoſt, 
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hs Which ſurvives his 1 in a ſeperate 1 


ſtate of being, and which: conſtitutes the TOY | 
CCT 
Though the ſoul be a. ſubſtanee Wräpabla 
| of being the, object of our ſenſes, yet are ve 
A8 ertain. ol its exiſtence, a8 of the exiſtence 
df our bodies. This i is a truth, which we.leel 
M0 ourſelves, which: is grounded i in dur na- 
ture, and principled i in our being, ſo that ho- I 
one can deny it without renonneing that Nas 
ture, and that very. being; and we conſe- 
quently end, chat it was never dilbelieved nor | 
Auubted i ABBY : age or nation, barbarous or 


civilized; if we except thoſe. ſubtle Inquirers; +: 


Who, abandoning the common ways of think⸗ 
ing, arrived at that wondrous, ſagacity to 
reaſon themſelves, out of all truth, and out, of 
che uſe of both reaſon and common ſenſe, 
Let us inquire i to the nature and properties 
of the ſoul, and, probably, we. oy rn 125 
. That it is din from the body 

Wirituat nature, that it is 8 and * 


| N ee to all eternity acl} 


ro due 50 -eida 7 * 


n yt” 


Di Sout i is, in this life, | Imimanely, ung | . 
| and axached eo the — and d they: | 5 
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: the man to a ſenſeleſs corſe, to a col 
: ive heap of clay. Is this he who once 8 
wich the roe in che agility, and with thelox 
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ively enhibm one uniform appe ance, 'By 
the medium of the ſenſes; ale ee ien a 
rudiments of all her ho Wedge, 

he holds an intercourge with" external 
wings; the performs her operatior y by the 
organs of the body, Tl a8 retarded, or 
every diſcontinued; when theſe are occaſional 
ly indifpoſed; and ſhe is intereſted arid ift, 
volved in its pleaſures, andd its ts pains.” But; - 
that, in her oW-ÜI proper exiſtence, ſhie is 
different from the body and independent on 
it may be evinced by the moſt eafy and fü 
No truth can be more 


frequently -exemplified, than that men live 
and die; When alive, that is, Whilſt their 


ſouls and bodies are OY they breath; 
and move, and think; and reaſon; "et, when 


intelligent principle; which! of late Checked 
in the body with Fuch various and amazing 5 
wers, is quite departed, and has 2 


. £ ' 4 . * a 0 . 3 þ . 1. bs 8 wn 1 * 
in the ſtrength, of his body? No: It is on. 
+ a 2 4 Cx 2 3 4 ve”: ; 5 3 2 5 ; A INE 45, 
* s v * i —— * 2 — : 
* . Re es 1 
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dhe fallen habitation, in Which, for a time; . 


his ethereal part took up its relidence: Is. 


this he, who ſo lately entertained us with his F 


- elegant converſation, who. made all, around. 


him happy by his cordial friendſhip, who. 


aſtoniſked the world with. the force of his | 


reaſon,” or who charmed i it with. the ſublimity | 


of his imagination; ? No: Hi $ fault is eſcaped. 47 
à bird out of the Hare 0 the fowler, An. 


has left nothing but. its groſs, and corruptible | 


ws 


convince us, that, in the human, compoſition, 
” there are two very different and 4 iftintt ingre- 
5 dients, That torpid maſs which bY devoted to 
corruption, which is properly che Body, an 1 
That aclive ſomething which is departed we 
- know not whither, "which we e calf the Soul. 5 
The peculiar and diſtinctive qualities of this 


weeds behind. Theſe familiar remarks may 


# 


invitible park of man we can ealily inveſtigate b ; 
| tro om its various operations. Convinced that 
| it is the ſole and efficient cauſe which enables 


| Us to love, and hate, and hope, and fear, to IR. 


7 ejoice and to grieve, to judge, to reatdai* 


every exertion of the mind; 


Z the nature'of theſe Rey we ern call rerut 5 


10 reſolve „with every affection of the : 
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to the W of that Guſe, and may ber 


with fome degree of ſelf· complacence and re- 


ſpect to ourſelves; that the buman Soul is of 5 


1 Spiritual | nature, and a boating? NT 


ſtruciion. 


And it merits our priate attention. toy : 
remark how revelation coiricides with the de- 
ductions of reaſon, in both theſe points. The 


Lord God formed man out of the duſt of the _ 


ground, and breathed into hit noſtrils the breath 


of life, and man became à living ſoules Here: is 

a plain diſtinQtort made between the ſoul and 
body i in the primitive formation of man—the 
one being material, erected out of the duft of 0 
the ground —and the other ſpiritual, Sg 


— 5k from the aue of God, 
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| Almoſt immediztely pronounce, chat the Souf | 
muſt be immortal. When ſhe has paſſed over 

- the barrier which divides time from eternity,” 
Ris indeed impoſſible that we, who remain 
on the mortal fide, ſhould penetrate into the = 
 "imterdifted region of her abade to trace her 


exiſterice chere; yet have we ws reaſon ud | 


- ee, l. . 2, : Gy 
= duet, 
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1 fuppoſe, that lhe dies, or will ever become 
extinct, Death is only the. ſeparation of the | 
two, conſtituent and eſſential parts of the 
human frame, and cannot, poſſibly. imply the 
| en of Sie Alter. this, amar 


5 are of quite different Sag their ſepe- - 

8 rate conditiong will be determined by the 
1 principles of their relpeclive conſtitutions. 
The Body, v we know, is not annihilated; it on: 
4 undergocs : Fl variety of changes and revg: 
lutions in its form, Being compoſed « of many 
different and diſimilar ingredients, it is de- 
4 flined to diſſolution and corruption, the inevit © 
able lot of all material, compounded things, 
The Soul, on the othey hand, being of a con- 
9 trary nature, ſpiritual, and uncompounded Fe 

can neither be diſſolved nor diſunited. | She 7 
_ muſt eyer remain gne and the lame indi ible 
3 being, confilting chiefly in the energy and 
5 exertion of her intellectual and moral Po W-. 

bers, She ig life itfelf, the gives life to man, 
and will herſelf be crowned with endleſs life, 

e : We have the evidence of ſenſe ta inform us, 
hat the Body, being erecled out of. the duff, — 

- ae is wy native : clement 3 which may I 
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convince us by the plaineſt law of a0 9110 
reaſoning, that the Soul, being of a ſpiritual 
nature and divine co button will like- 
wiſe return to a ſtate of ſpiritual exiſtence; = 
till the happy period. arrive, when, if they 
| have been united in grace and virtue here, 
they will both be completed i in x perſeAion, | 
and reunited i in glory. 7 
HE, WhO erected this ethereal fabric, can 


OT deſtroy it, by taking away its being z 

but, ſince he hath deigned to enlighten i It with 
| a ray of his divinity, to endow it with the | 5 
= principles of i incorruption, and to invelt i it in 


* «> 


immortal life, Wwe cannot ſuppoſe he. will at 5 
ce blot out its Tight, without arraigning that % 
Has which doth nothing; in vain, and that | 


5 


Goodnef, b which it was created. PFoſſeſſed 5, 
of the, Rt brilliant and capacious powers, 
ich as are calculated , 10 dilate and enlarge : 


4TF 53 
in a regular progreſſion, "but Which can never 5 
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1 4 i At 9 20 e e of Lins, : 
: #949 ot. rng. vor ay; dare to 0 think, : 
C. | ; that * 
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the firſt and infant ſtage of her exiſtencę 
without being ſuffered to arrive at that poir 
of maturity, of Which ſhe is capable, and for 1 
Which ſhe Was, conſequently, deſigned ? 135 
her ſake, it ſeems, the great Creator ranged 3 
1 order the ſplendid cxconomy of. the uni- 
perſe, and erected herſelf of more divine : . 
conſtruction, 10 be dignified. as the ſovereign ID Re 
miſtreſs of the world; and Rat can pry 
effectually derogat 1 
_ invihble ee than. "whill ſhe, cu cul 1 
and adorns herſelf, wich many acce Tic ns 
improvement, during her, reſidence on this 
fublinary theatre, ſhe ſhould only be making 
an approach ta her extirpation? If, from; 5 
her innate deſire of happineſs, ſhe. endear; | 
yours to love, to fear, to worthip, t to adore: her, | 
| Maker ; ; and if after experiencing che : ENTAP>, | 
tured joy, which ſhe. derives from her ſpiritual - 
_ communion. with him; il, after ſhe has had 2, 
forctalte of the heaventy ) 82 ift, and of t the Pleaſures 
f the world to come, her hope and conſolation 
muſt be quenched for ever; that celeſtial de- | 
fire, which is inſeperable from, her nature, c 
which Was conferred as her higheſt, preroga- 


bre, by which ſhe _—_ to her n native heaven, Do 


= 


felt ſcene, If we throw our attention over 
very part of the creation beſide the rational, 
we may acknowledge the hand of the moſt 
gonſummate wiſdom and equality to be uni. 


works of the wicked, and agin wicked men, to 


34 DES O OUR 82 . bh 
will be given in vain, and every divine aſfec: 


tion will be giſappointed of its correſponding 


object. Thus is an idea, which gives ioo 


ſevere à flick to human nature, and which 
. e nee wo gaser. 
c tain. 


His Jule Is ewife kane 1 1 


at this fundamental point. For though; 


from 4 rational eſtimation of that unalietiable . | 


Perfection, and the divine ſuperintendenes of 
all human events, there reſults the moſt poſli- 


tive certainty of an ee ee Fade re. 


wards and p ; yet, when we lo 


Athad into the lives age fortune of men, 
| that very eertainty will "deceive us, and w' g 

hall be confounded at the indiſcriminate ap- 
| pointments of good and evil, unleſs we ex. 


tend our proſpect to a future and mare per: 


verſally diſphyed; but when we contemplate 


that diſtinguiſhed ſpecies, we frequently ſee 


men, lo whom it happeneth according to the 


nn GG 6 . 
5 bc it happineth according to the works of ths. 


pighteous, and can we ſuppoſe the Almiglity 
will leave this inequality and imperfection 9 


telt upon the Lords of his creation unremoved 
for ever! ? No: ' the Lord reigneth le fle earth 


be glad: He reſerves che full exerciſe of his 


righteohs adminiſtration to that future period, 


in which their ſouls, being naturally immortal, | 


are evidefitly intended to live, when ſovereign 


5 Juſtice” wilt lift her uherring ſcale; and by a 


perfect retribution adj uſt every ir gu Deke 
and defect, and all 755 Mall receive according 


to their works. ' Look at man only : as an in- 1 


2 habitant of chis earth, and all 18 


empleads the equity of his Maker: Ver 
him in che light only of a probationer r 


field of trial, contendinz to 
| mortal inheritance, 25 > pilgrim travel as 
through the valley of tears and ſorrows os 


Habitation of celeftial repoſe, and the myſtery _ 


iſpells. Alf is conſiſtent, Juſt, and ge 


capacities, 5755 arrive at at their d fur 


ifter Le Bird 4646BE 5 


"OO 


' glory,” as a candidate for an i | 


other beings! fill up. the extent of their : 
flir my end, in 
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and. ot uncircumſcribed extent, are her 
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tranſplanted into a, region more friendly to : 
his nature and more congenial to his frame, | 
where his virtues, after they have been a 


: proved. will meet their full reward, and 


Mi carried to the ſummit of perten in an 3 


5 * 
: bs * * 4 
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DR ſubſtance. is capable of enjoying. happi- 
weſs in the ſeveral ſtages of her future exiſt- 
ence, can admit of no doubt, when we view | 
thoſe native and independent qualities with 
which ſhe is endowed. - During her reſidence 55 


in the body, ſhe is the ſacred repoſitory of 


all the exquiſite feelings, and refined affections, | 


of the heart. Pleaſure. and enjoyment of the 
pureſt: and. ſublimeſt ſpecies, of the moſt per- 


dent nature, of the wideſt 


properties; and, as ſoon as ſhe ſhall 


0 be. diſencumbered and releaſed from this 

| priſon of clay, ſhe will be. in a capacity to 
exert them in a higher, and more extended 
ſphere, and to derive from. them A more ex- 


quiſite and ſublime delight. Such i is the i im- 


e the will make by. death, which 8 
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receive aloe acceſſions through. the 
immenſurable ſtages of ete 
is her peculiar prexogativertb:Þe: : modelled af- 
ter the one eternal Spirit, her employment i 
will be to imitate Him, who is infinite in per- 
fection; and, as ſhe will have unlimited room 
to make advances towards him, every en- 
largement will of itſelf bring freſh delight, 
and will be. rewarded with à fill bigher ac 
cumulation of happineſs and Slory. 1 Sr 
448 How ſublime; how excellent; how divinel; 
glorious is the Soul of man! Whilf | 
Here, ſhe confers all the dignity and di 
on his nature. After death, ſhe removes to 
a more independent and conſummate exit · 
ence, and is capable of receiving unbe a 
at of; 8 elicity ee anden 9 
I On 1 by | 4 2 121 1 ber a 
Laar infleagion eefiahibvg frond chaſe joint 
_ conſiderations is of moſt critical and deciſtve 
import. If we are poſſeſſed of ſo divine and 
valuable a principle, of what moment mould 


y for, ſince it 


Wie eſteem it, to poſſeſs ourſelves :of that ſu⸗ . 


; ture inheritance which will complete us = 
in blifs; for, we ſhould well remember, chat | 
"M as the e ee pleas 
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ſure, We are as ſubjedt 10 an accuniulation 


ol the one, us of the other ? Shauld it not 


de the great buſineſs of chat inconſiderable 
Fortien of our exiſtenet, which terminates on 
the margin of the grave; and which is deſtined 
10 fix our final and irreverſible lot; to attend 
© the improvement of our immortal part 7 
Il we make good its claim to a ſtate of happi- 
neſs hereafter, through the avenue of death 
we ſhall paſs from the condition of men io 
that of Angels ; if we fail, we ſhall find our 


portion allotted us in the. region of deſpair. = 


What is a man profited, if be. gain the whote 
world and lofe his own foul? rar Mets 
en in axchange for his ſoul? | 

At length the important a which 5 

| 1177 n Batigiin, voto 

Itſelf before us, What ſhall we do to inherit 

_ eternal life Hou muſt man atrive at this im- 

mortal ſtate af happineſs ? and From whom 
muſt he receivt it? The ſolution of the latter 
inten dgation +> <li TOA 16 the ow 

Go 8 e „ IO 1 
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: a ig 40 ne Thele two. conſtitzent 
ingredients of the human camping 4 could 


10 form, and to unite, them, of wha FI 
1 number and variety of paris are our 
15 e how wonderful are the 
involuntary motions and operations of each? 
With what unerring kill are all the different 
organs diſpoſed, and directed to uſeful purpo- 
ſes? Wich what exquiſite addreſs are all the 
ſenſes adapted to converſe with their reſpect- 2 
ive objects, and how indefatigable in con- 
veying ideas into the mind? But how does 
2 _ mind —_ the: IE 2, How ſublime a 
| ese the men And, if we h 
aàn eye aver other parts of the creation, we 
ſhall be Joſt in the midſt of beauty. variety. 


5 number, magnificence, and wiſdom... Whether 


ve turn our attention inwardly on ourſelves, 
or outwardly on the univerſal face of nature; 
whether we contemplate the reſplendent glory 
pl the celeſtial canopy, or the varigated beau- ö 
* of the terreſtrial ſcene; al ? all proclaims, : 


. ; a AK 


Virtue, let them un 
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*awful and convincing language, "om - 
wie, all- powerful, eternal Architect, who cre- 
ated and erected all. The heavens declare the 
glory of God and the firmament ſheweth hit 
handy-work. | Their” ſound is gone out into all 
lands, and their words to the end of the world: 
This is the univerſal voice of God, by which 
he commands the ſenſes, the reaſon, and the 
faculties which he hath made; to confefs, and 
to pay homage, to their maker. Surely, ex- 
claims the eloquence of Solomon, vain are all 
Men by nature, who are ignorant of God, and can- 
not, out of the good things that are ſeen, know 
Him that is, neither, by conſidering the works, ac- 
not ledge the work-maſter. But deem either fire, 
br wind, or the ſwift air, or the circle of the ſtars, 
br the violent waters, or the lights of heaven; to be 
the Gods that govern the world, With: whoſe 5 


beauty if they being delighted, think them to be 


öde, let them know how much better the Lord f 
them is, for the firſt Author of beauty hath created | 
them. If they are aſtoniſhed at their power and 
erſtand by them, how much 
mig tier He is that made them: For, by the 

i greatneſs and beauty of the creature pro portions : 
: WY. the inner 7 it is s Fnown, This wa” 

| a5 


image on the —_ ofthe heart and z : 

T viſible things, even his. eternal Bonner e | 
head, are clearly ſcen, being underſtood by the 
things that are made — This Go, Wwho ever 
did; who ever doth; and who ever will, exiſt; 
of perfect Juſtice, of inviolate Truth, of unfa- 
thomable Wiſdom, of unbounded odr cls; 
the Father and Preſerver of the univerſe; 53: the 
ſovereign Diſpoſer' of all things T 
who framed our bodies with ſuch: tranſcendent 
art, who inſpired our ſouls, who endued them 
with divine prerogatives, inveſted them with 
ſpiritual powers and ardent , Aſpirations, af- 
ter the felicity of heaven This God, himſelf 
eternally Happy, is only able to make us hap- 
py for ever. Hx is the Qzjzer of Religion, 
All power belongeth unto God. He is: Almighty; 
and can do every thing. Heaven is his throne, and | 
zarth is his footſlool. His Name:ts excellent, ai 4 
ä his 97% and en are above heaven and earth, = 
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W. Habe e the fublime © Ob- 
ject of Religion, to whom are due obedience, 


and wor 


Wk himlelf eternal . che author and ountain 
SS 


up, and gratitude, and praiſe, who. 
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of eternal life, and to whom man muſt ſue for - 
hs ecleſtial &ft, the courſe of the inquiry 
5 points to the Meaxs. of obtaining it 
ui his bands. Hr is the ſovertign Lord of all 
things, and whatſoever the Lord pleaſeth, that 
doeth he in heaven ant in earth. The happineſs, 
therefore, to which mortals ſhould aſpire is not 
only in his abſolute power to beſtow, but en- 
tirely depends upon his will; for: He is the 
High and Lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity, and 
he well do all his pleaſure. The gift of (God 
is efernat life, and the only Mzans PIT | 
+ os can obtain it, is To eease Hine, 
"To pleaſe God conſtitutes the whole i _ 
{lance of Religion on the part of man, On 
be performance of this high beheſt, He, _ 
; ves bleſſed, will admit us, after death, into 
His Preſence, to partake of that ſuperlative 
lelicity in which he is infhrined ; becauſe, by 
 pleafing him in this world, we fhall be quali- 
ned to enjoy him in the next, to copy his per- 
ſections, to 3 his nature, and to be- 
Hold his glory. He is the original uncreated 
de the e ee of man. On Him the 


ab and congenial ſoul entirely . 


in thi die it n 188 . 1 
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Him alone it can be happy. To fear God; 
to obey his commanqmens, ro cheriſh a ſenſe 
of his preſent and future favour, is the proper | 
employment, and the genuine delight, of | 
rational and immortal beings: M Sout, Wait 
thou flill upon God, for thy hope is in him; He 
is thy rock and i | thy ſalvation. He Mali defend 
tee under his wings, and thou ſhalt be Ja afe un- 


der his feathers ;_ his eee truth R's 
be we . and buckler. e 


5 bs remember, 1 'K, uufe sb, & | 
| 4 the End of Relig gion—The Human Soul is the 


1 Subject An to enjoy it—Cod is the 


. 2 from Whom. it muſt proceed —and Ts 


1 oper the Sow" and to introduce che 
keader into the auguſt” temple, of Religion; 


in this. heavenly-concerted fabric; as he ad- 
5 vances, he will find the vell, Which 18 ſpread | 


over his mbrial eyes, in part removed; objedty | 
of ; 


ne amazement and extatie glory will 
»dened' to his view; ihe way of Liſe and 
_ te way of Death ll be e wb 12 

| choice, * N 
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fore, as by one man n entered into the 


5 world, and death by ſon, n, and ſo death, þ PE . 
; 0 all men, for that all have ſumed. 
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IC nature: the Father and Soul 


Religion, the Mzans, which lead 0 Fon 
mortal and inconceiyable reward. 535 


When we would pleaſe eee of this 


inferior world, common prudence. directs us 
to conſult 


will and diſpoſition, and to act 
in compliance with them; and i in 
pleaſe Him who-inhabiteth eternity, 
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0 e del ol this Aol Mh br Aft, to 
Tontemplate the in of God; *ſecotidlly 6 
recogniſe the Thability of men 4d perfor it; 

and, thirdly, 1 to inveſtigate the caufe of ihr 

vation, from n which this. inability W025 Th 
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wick joy aht fegt, mplaberley 1 
_— Ses de ne kerne Bag Sin 1 
womif f; Of be Mutter! It trmderirb us Frick 
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vinced by che didates of é. ery bound and 
wel h inſti | 


Aa reward; 5 this 1 che ſure anticipation Ne 
of merited puniſhment,,. Now Tewards, and * 


law, and every, law recogniſes, of courſe; a | 


fightful lawgiver inveſted with competent au- | 


thority. This joy cannot, however, be that 
hich. reſults from the hopes of a. temporal 
reward, for the good from which, it ſprings 
is not unfrequently the reverſe of worldly ad- 
vantage; neither can this fear be of reraporal 
puniſhment, for the evil it proceeds from, is 
popes tn ſecret, and for ever fup= 
| Ogmzance. Whoeß then, 8 
ebe whoſe ſovencign-pdwein 
Hur hearts .confeſs;: but the Cod of heaven, 
Whole lav, as he is ſupreme, can be no other 

| Khan his 0? We may, conſequentiy, infer, = 
at theſe conſcious ſenſations of joy and terror = 
Sxoglaim all god to be conſonant to the Di- 
vine Will, and all evil to be equally repugnant = 
40 iꝗt, and prelude t chat great tribunal, from 
which each of them: will recsive iss juſt deſert, | 
ma 1 1 un in- 

N Wil 5 


bean ＋ 


* * 2 X 2 LAG ; 
DIS C OUU RS E H. 27 
bs 8 13 _— 4 *. * 4 1 Fant Y - 85 2 5 95 & — 7 . k F F 
N * 4 * Le * : : Þ wx. 7 . 


Will: for, by teaching us to fear him, it in- 
forms us that he is, and by admoniſhing us of 
good and evil, it indicates his will; ſince what- 
ever is agreeable to his will, is good, and 
whatever is not, is evil. We here arrive at 
the fundamental diſtinction between Virtus 
and Vice, which is not grounded on an arbi- 
on a baſis that is immoveaþle, eternal, and 
divine. Thus are we informed of the WII V 
of God by the law written in ou hearts, bur 
conſciences bearing witnęſt, | 
Iheſe ſuggellions are farther kad oy 
he ſuffrage of Reaſon: For the univerſal Fas. 
ther of men and angels, the Creator of in- 
numerable orders of intelligent and moral 
agents of various degrees of excellence, muſt 
be himſelf poſſeſſed of ſublimer excellence 
chan chem all, if we allow the cauſe to be ſu- 
periorto the effect, Hz who fits in the higheſt. 
heaven inſhrineq in glory, is infinite In Power, 
5 and Wiſdom, and Underſtanding; b he is in El 
_ finite in Holineſs, in Juſtice, ; | " 
and, as he is the ſovereign Lord of nd uni- 
I veiſe;he'is the ſtandard of all PerfeRion, . 


ure and ſublime nature of the 
EE | . E | 2 2 4 a #429 


combined authority of C 


” e mg 13s Cana: i 


— en us . che Fazer 


Fike Lord whith ſanttify you, am holy f. 


* 


rꝛulich ic in heaven, is perfect *. His work is per- 85 
Jodl, for all his ways are judgment ; a God "of 
truth and without iniquity, fuft' and Tight is ue 


Lord is Pghteous in all his ww hes 


his works. And, to preſent to the human 
intellect a fuller idea ol his tranſcendent holi- 


neſs, a compariſon is drawn between him and 
. the pureſt and moſt exalted things, of Which 


| men can have conception. The heavens are 
not pure in his fight. And hiv angels he charged 
with folly H. From theſe ſeveral intim: ö 


of the Deity we can immediately infer * 


Will, which cannot poſſibly be at v. 
with his nature, and may conclude, ea e 
nſcience, Reaſon, 
and Revelation, og 161 is 1 Jult; and god. 
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- of the Divine WA, we. re NUT, 3 * 
| mankind irigeberal, hes ſhall we be ee, 


at their immenſe inpurity, and at their , 
d e t Dent, wbcil 14s f Lev 4 * 
e 8 5 able 


* 


1 | 


8 Est u en # 1 
oppoſition to it? Even che efforts. of 


pa wg wilt be found deficient in the 
ed with fuch a mixrurt of 
vice, as will render them unable to aſpire to 


| balance, and tin&ure; 


the purity of heaven. Appalled at the fenſe 
of her own infirm ty how does Human Na- 
ure rink at he contemplation of her Oed! 
That Conſcience, which admoniſſes us of 
his Will, appriſes us, at the ſame time, of our” 
total INAB1LITY to perform *. "How often 
do our hearts ſuggeſt, that we think and d 
What we know. to be wrong, and that we 
find it out of 6i ur power to as right ꝰ That 
u ich we do, we allow not ; ; for what we would, 
that x oe 40 not, but” what. we hate, that do we. 
© Reafon.. too, chat boaſted prerogative of 
human nature, drags. the heavy chain of haſt 
ſon, and however Aſhe may firugele to 
be emaneipated from che tyranny . of their 
yoke, in vain does ſhe attempt to break their 
bonds aſunder. We feel a perverſeneſs i in 


our nature counteracting the dülpaſhonate er. 


5 dig. of the underſtanding, and throwing down 
all, the barriers, which our feeble relolution ' 
can raiſe againſt i it. I know that in me, that is 


, dulllell no "Food Ain, for twill is 
. NN 


. 
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Preſent with me; but to perform that which is = 
| good I fing not. I. find, then, a law, that when, 
I would dg good, cui is preſent with. me; For I 
delight in the law of God after the inuard man; 
but I. ſes. another law in my members warring 
: egainf the law. of my mind, and bringing me in 
1 ani to 456 law. of Inn, which it in my 
members, 
And. if aur choughes and. ations * 
arraigned. at the humble bar of our own 
breaſts, how vile will the pureſt of our ſenti- 
ments and exertions prove at the balleyed . | 


. 


| demn Us, "Cad. is ot than our r hearts, and : 
 bnoweth all things, whoſe divine Revelation i in- "af 

1 forms us, that, T, he Lord looked down from i 
heaven upon. the children of men, to fee if theres 


D were any that : would underſtand, and ſeek after 5 


 God—They are corrupt, they hape done abomi. | 
nable works, there i iñ none that doeth good“. * alt 
have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God. 
Conſcious of her native weakneſs, aſhamed 
ol her ignorance, and fin, convicted by her 
en internal feelings, rebellious againſt the T 
0 voice of reaſon. impeached by che rg = 2 


n dvr n 25 1 + Rome i „ 


— 


God, Human nn is ſcaree Able 8 look 
up to that all- -powerful and beneficent hand, | 
out of Which the originally came, arid Which 
ball contiriues'to pour don pen ber che 
hesvenly aer ot boch tem pora ald ſpiticial | 
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88. Conftthite! Rin, wa Re df: ton 
in fue to give information of the Deity, Sd 
ing in't thu corroborated verdifh, That the 
baer of- our "Roughts and: actions are are ſo tn- 
Bed With 1 imperfeRtions as to, 7 gms üs 1 5 
i ae 10 18 4 performan Fi — 10 e of- his Wall 7 
The ; wiſeſt and the belt of men are weak a 0 | 
Hinful creature Fes, | ſentenced tol 2 — to forrow; 
to ſufferings 5, £ any d to death here; and xpoled 
10 the” arm of. the Avenger hereafter, Of 
wretched man that thou Ark, who, Halt daiyet : 
| thit from the boch 0 y 0 this death ' ou art Ori 
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| mon Wings, hows. oh queſt 


1 ay pms whom we have ſo —_ 


templated as reſiding in native and exhauſtleſs 


FO! 3 and a: a the ſtanda: | 
L e author of ſuch w 


0 1; TO? fit We , 
creatures ?,, It is impoſſible 
TH, ih 2 ! ive, their ſpot is ng f the oo tf ti 
Wn 1 i - hat ay des e 
medals, thus wretch 2875 . 7% Ner | 
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raits of its! prime vel. glory- Pro. 


1 we to to inveſtigate the cauſe of this 
 Duridvarton, Which hath” taken _— in 


F the'conflitution'of man- . Bil HOC HOT 5 21 


OR 


nent of His | 
ice on the ſtage of life; to that of 
his final exit, it vain Thall we ſeek for it With. 


| th tae Pero "We "ay" all ren aste 


; Eee kim from the me 


ln 10 1 | Behold firm ard 2 — | 
| and in fot my mother condiived me. And, face 
8 no it to be univerfal, tlie queſtio te- 


: folves ittto this alternative, Either there muſt = 55 


fade been à me, hen all the inhabitants of 
| the, earth ſuffered à change "44 Heir katurs, 
from whence it devolved on their deſcende ts: 
; Or tis change muſt be referred to thoſe Two 
- Who Were the original Parents of the hp 
e, and by them it Was intailed on N 
ture 1 Te i = 
"Review, then, We nter of ant nd 
tro 1g. the annals of time; and argen fl. 
ag the human race : You wilt never read 


1 . 


ether either of theſe changes N 
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but will fnd mankind; in every age, en 
and ſinful, as at the preſent hour. But there 
is a hiſtory of the higheſt antiquity and moſt 
indubitable authority, which informs us, how © 
the Two primitive Parents fell by tranſgreſſion 

from that exalted ſtation, in which they were | 
placed by the forming hand of God. It 
came from the pen of Moſes, the great Jewiſh | 
Lawgiver, about 3200 years ago, and, in a 
grandeur and ſimplicity of ſtyle, which diſtin 

guiſh the character of a ſacred, hiſtorian, in- 
forms us, how the world with its. apparatus 
and inhabitants. was firſt « ected, and chat tft 
of all, to crown the terreſtial fabric, God 
created man in his. own image, inveſting hin 
| with univerſal and 8 e 9 f 5 


. were 8 peculiar _ Ailtindive | 
ß of the divine image impreſſed * 
- the human frame i in its primitive forma . 
may be impoſſible in any particular n manner 
to determine, as the hiſtorian remains . on 
that point, and, on account of che cloud 
| which now. darkens the eee intellect i 

1 5 2 Gen. i. 26. | 
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Me, * ” * 
1 may 
% * 4 0 
[ Te a ö 


« 
7 11 
* 


* 8 — 


bis c OUR S E U 3 
may lie out of che ſphere of realen to inveſt „ 
gate; perhaps to comprehend. We may, in 
general, preſume, that man was created hey 

in imitation of the archetyp and autlior of 

® his being, and happy as he is happy, in | 

imitation of the divine felicity. As he was 
formed perſect e may conclude, that he was 

endued with all thoſe virtues and abilities, 
Which ſtand oppoſed to che vices and infirmi- 

ties af; imperfedt. man. Poſſeſſed of all che 
: tance could receive, his 


Derpetua. „ une © 
. vigor, a eee eee. and to fa- 1 
| tigue: An intire rectitude ſubſiſted in all tlie 
faculties of his ſoul: Furniſhed with all uſe - 25 
ful knowledge, perhaps intuitively, his Under - 
ſtanding was clear, ſerene; angelic; his e 
was the ſpontaneous reſult of his underſtand- 
ing; and his Paſſions were -implicitly - fub» 

55 ſervient to the (ite ok; bars will. That 


alen movements, * its revolutiy 
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within. He es now in hi member ar 
into captivity.to the ae fin. - 


| . eres e — preſence. 

He was fully illumined by his Spirit, and en- 

ated: 0 —— homer ab 
| ntercourſe n . 3 And 


in was formed, by Sis fame daes hand. 


| which! was: — of being a 
' How exalted, how 8 thet] 5 
ine was man as he iſſued out of the 

: hand ve my maker! rs ne it was not 
Ip _ | > can | 
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- for man to be alone, lle Lord made. „ 
woman Th a bin A bas ia. wid 
9 Thus mere the _—_ of wake ned 


"Ig creatures of 0 ho ee. W. Fr ia ever- 
. ee The eee _ _ 


wit h an e d eme ai ch 
K+ held pune war enviable Owe . 
unitee an deen ade incagabls e. 
ee and hr fur 2: 


: r antages and be 
+ ſubje& 10 miſery and death.” This ivtermed: = 
by Divines, Fuz Frasr Covenant ior 
Tux Covenant or Works, the conditi 
of which are Perfect Obedience on the part of 
man, and Happineſs and Immortality on the: | 
eden ona is niceand n 5 
therefore 8 


* Gen. li, 18. + Ec 
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IN 58 exaled ſtate er felicity 


- ae, Ay eee re | 
to his on free and voluntary choice. 
ford ſcope to the exertion ee 1 
ers, to give bn oo 


FWD? date by the exer He 
and of his gratitude, the Almighty enjoined 
1 him a ſingle negative Command, leaving i in 
+ _— bWwem dejarminationiio: dbey ot not, with- 
out which his obedience could have no value. 
And the Lord God: planted a garden eaſtward in 
*  _*  Fden, and there put lie man whom. he had form- 
ed. And out , the ground he made to grow. 

tree that is pleaſant to the ſight and good ſon 
garden, and (ie Tree of Knowledge alſo of goed 


| ing; 2 ever) wes the at e ee 5 
y eat, but of the Tree of Knowledge of good and 


evil chou. ſhalt not eat; for in te day thou eateſt 


he diſobeyed. The Serpent or the Devil )-hav- 
| ty, ſhe took f the | 
of the Tire of which God: ſaid: to the, man 
and the woman, Le ſhall not eat of it, „ neitlen 
mall ye touch it, leſt ye die, and ſhe did eat, 


3222 ate ang ; 
ons, to the end of time. Ho] perſect ſoeyer 
| nature Might he in. its primitive glory, = 
and however able 0 its native e- 
Gen, I. 8, 9. + Gen. ii, 16. 12. 4 Gen, ii. 11 . 1 


ir ele ſame yeſterday, e ws wer vids „ 
malicious fubilety of che temptor ſucceeded, 
and the DR RAVAT TON of man was accom» 


89 


- _—_ — F oem em 


— _—_—— _ 


univerſe, by who! "es bad hoes i 
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"infidelity and conterapt 
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ny — imeglidle bwpedeg 10 
duese chem; By this one ciime aggravated 
e fltdig\colifectfacy of eber l t 
mialigttartt paſſion, the COA of the Moſt 
3 High was irtfringed by out Firſt Patents and; 
as their Holivrefs arid Happineſs were inſepara- 
bly united, the one was forfeited Whew the 
___ lf Was loft. Fhetr athbition to/aſpire to a 
ihe ſtatibrt, Hate that; Which it pleaſed 
| their Author to allbt thet#; feettied! {adebd 16 = 
acromplüfft one part of their defire; for they 
| Seen ar Goat. ego mou en eon v, Be. 
#8 eget te bite; (ds babe, 
| rm weer Makers. Evil was . 
> tle dere, — Dudes | 


oened their minds ts let in this fatal = 


Eftiiffion, chat fate diſobedictiee diſpoſſeſſed 

therm of the power Gf and/lef 
chetu prone WORE :otvithiffron Then 
Kalte mplatenes mange fou the e er 
of bittereſt femorſe an ſelf-conitenipt. Secute 
| „ and immortal peace wert 0 barcers d, 
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in a moment, for trembling apprehenſions and 
wild deſpair. The holy robe of innocence, 
with which they were cloathed and protected 
from the pollution of Sin, and by which they 
were ſhielded from the arrows of misfortune 
and of Death, was, removed, and they were 
found naked, *. expoſed to their ſevere and 
combined attacks. e, ld 
Thus human nature . its primitive 
eminence. The image of God was in great 
; meaſure eraſed. from the perſon of man. He 
loft all the divine and ſupernatural. endow- | 
ments, with which he was originally adorned. 
ral, Which lately ſhone with brilliant luſtre, 
and harmonized in action, were now enve- 
- :opped by the cloud of eee. oppreſſ- 
Reaſon a its s clear intuitive highs, ith 


# 


plexe en ich diffeut- i 
r 10 eee to diſcover the Will | 
of God. At the ſame time that Reaſon. loſt 

Pee he loft her unte, The Paſſions 


p 180 UR 32 W 1 
ts heart and affeions were corrupted; ſo. 
- that man could not perform that perfect Will. 
The divine economy was broken and over- 
thrown. Man was alienated from the love 
of his Maker. The loſs of ORs in 
. was the "_ PANE ee | | 
Taos was arp ceived: from our 
Firſt Parents to all the human race, and con- 
veyed through every generation by a per- 
petual entail. And, though the juſt God, with 
_ whatever diſapprobation he may view our 
native deformity, may not actually puniſh us 
for what was not our perſonal offence; yet 
i he may juſtly with-hold that happineſs, which 
they enjoyed in conſequence of their inn  _ 
_ cence, but to which we have no title, ſince 
that innocence was loſt, This negative 
| puniſhment refults directly from primeval Sin. + 
Still a greater misfortune remains 3 = 
In conſequence of our corruption we have 
all committed many actual deliberate and vo- 
luntary ſins, againſt the voice of Reaſon, a- 
gainſt the remonſtrance of Conſeience, 3 | 
the word of God, being filled with all unrigh- 
league, * to vices of all degrees and fins | 
| „„ e 
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entered in e Þ Peng vill it 
became exceeding ſinful. Hence are we my 
- Man Hobo: eee which the ul = . 
ng ng the.) conte mpt ab its bee 

The ſentence af death is paſſed upon us, and 
we have no power to arrelt its execution. 
Even the deepeſt repentance will not avail us; 
for, as to refrain from contracting new debts 
will. neyer diſcharge the old, ſo repentance 
cannaet cancel thoſe ſins, which are already 
committed. And ſhould theſe be forgiven, 
yet are we as liable to fin in every future 
Damen, ag we weng in habe that 1 _ 


glory, . gas | 
paſt offences, joined to the Aſſiſtang. of hea 

| youre to ſecure him from future 
eee of $49 # Desen. Da 1 


ſuhjecl to a ſeparation of _ _ body, Ke 
jaa corruption of hg 0 er we a 

| Sin, the foul is Alqualified Sores ae: ee | 
; 5 2 of * + this is ſhiritual Death, 


But, | 


4 


1 * Ain in ie my Scriptures; 
puniſhments which no iniquity can elcape, 
no artifice can elude, no imagination can 
equal; which are inconceiveable in degree, 
and endleſs in duration theſe actual puniſh- 
ments, which are the wages of Sin, can have 
no fitter appellation than eternal Death. 
| Wherefore, as by one man Sin entered into the 
world, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed * 
985 Jer mat all ee e . 
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But, bleed be the God and fal- ge ; 
13 who, N his abundant mercy, hath 
| begotten, us again to a new and lively hope, to 
_ an. inheritance incorruptible, and undgfiled, end 
that fadeth not away, reſerued in heaven for us. 
To explain the tenure of this new and hea- 
venly inheritance, and how we muſt ſecure 
our title to it, will be adopted ſor the ſubje 
of 8 85 ng wy - 585 
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as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive. z 
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came upon all men to condemnation; even ſo 
y the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift cams 
upon all men to juſtification of life : For, as by 
one man's diſobedience,” many were made ſi in- 

ners; ſo by the obedience ef Ps Jhall many be 
* Ow TN 51 8 
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N the fall of Raw be the root and found. 
ation of the Chriſtian Redemption ; for, 
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e original Covenant being infringed, the ty- 
| 1 and Death, with paſſion, ſorrom, 
pain, diſeaſe, and every ſpecies. of miſery in 
their train, enſlaved the human race, - All the 
world became- guilty before God, and .devoted to 
perdition. But that almighty and ever graci- 
ous Being, to whom: Mercy and Love are pe- 
culiarly eſſential, ſeeing man, whom he had 
enriched with heavenly qualities, whom he 
had exalted as the lord of his creation, and 
whom he had deſtined to be happy in the im: 
tation and enjoyment of himſelf, forfeit in a 
moment all theſe endowments, out of che ex 
hauſtleſs treaſures of his Love, benignly con- 
deſcended to re: inſtate him, after a ſhort period 
of diſcipline; i in his original purity and glory: 
For God fo. loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten, Son, tat whoſotver.:'believeth in him 
ſhould not periſn, but have everlaſting life. Look 
how high the heaven is in compariſon of the earth; 


look' how wide alſo the eaſt is from the weſt'; 75 5 


far hath he ſet our Sins from us! Tea as a father : 
 Pitieth his um children, even ſo ther Lord is mer- 
 ciful on them that fear him; for he knoweth wheres 


2 we 455 made, he remembereth we are but du R 5 
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minvineible enemy of fin; Which is u Wola 


* 
£ univerſe. 4 
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bx his ſovereigfi will, aud rebelken apical is 
ſupreime authority; and chat inviolate and in- 
fallible Juſtice, by which he governs the 
zording to the law of his 6wet in- 
nate perfeftion, demumds chat it ſhould be e. 
duded froni happineſs, and actually purmhocl. 
Sininefs have, therefore, no refuge Guy in 
de wender alfiftion of hiv pardoning Mercy: 
nu this Merty does not fo immediätely im- 


Fh that be will forgive, as his Juſtice does, 


: an am dee Gs — | 


| imeviſets; 10/ pardon what this ſuperior and 


moſt eſſermial prevogative calls upon kid Juſtice 


could only project the ſlupendous plirt of his 


_ 26: chaiſtife; till chat Juſtive he by ſothe meas = 

- facizfied, The antribures. of the one ſupteme 

| &r diſorder. Suck iv he dime, in ven 
ende e gs Wilden of — 


Redemption, by which he may be pardoned = 
und reſtored; at the ſame time that aff the 
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- Tus manner in! which this gredt 
conducted, as it is dkliheated in ie 1151) Scr 7 
Arid foletun ale ip. 
and here is che wonder If, in the ee 
or fit aheavenily-coricetied plan, ' [Sine thi „ 
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of hiv glory, erde expugla inge of his deren. 


and upholding all things by the word of his pow. 
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. poicecfrons beauenIJay 
ing, 7 his is 5 i eee am auell- 
2 „ He was fully polleſſed of the diying 
"Oy being conceived by, the. Ben. Gheb, 
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1 1 ee — 
ſonage engaged, was to tüke off che wack 
5 1 aon che min we a 
the — of is founder, and ty" 0 2 . 
1 8 Peg Oe s FT 5 
| he'publicly entered ———— 10 
addreſs to che facred perſon, by whoſe hands 
he was baptized in the river Jordan, was, 1. 


dd the moſt powerful temptatioas 
_ the world,” the fleſh, and the devil,” that 8 1; 

man underwent,” and triumphed: over them. 

The Whole tenor of his life was an | unifqeny - 


- ſeries of virtue, unſullied by the leaſt ta * 


of fin, devoted to the fervice of His heavenly 
Father, and to the ſalvation of his earthly bre- 
5 * Ho meat_was to e oy will ks ul * 
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5 Fant dee dae an a che pan of wan, n, and dans | 


vent about 2. _ . And hy fron, hh 
f | Father, ſaith he, hath, not igt nie alone, for 


Ia the things that pleaſe him ft., Thus. _ 


ey Chriſt an effectu 5 
di e of Adam. "His None hau be 


Sins, »1n; thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will raiſe 


| aid, a righteous branch, and a Wen 
reien and proſper, 8 re and 


5 Tis Ht em le A br a We, | 


£ PL rv his aten and compler 
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ice to, the, inviolable prerogatives of hea- 


# | 5 of ee, the reward promiſed o ON, the 


ram o God, devolving it on his garthly, brei 
chren as a free and yolunt: ry bequeſt, 7 here: 
fore, as by the offence of one judgment came upon, 

all men to condemmnatian : > Jo, by the nighteouſnef 


John N ho AR. x. 38. at oa, eee | 
. John iii. 8. wh John vii. 29% „„ of 


x cation fu 21 ane ali Be 1593 en | 
be: in bbs rene of. men dene to o redeem. ie? 5 
ver the earth, was formed i in an excragrdingry 
manner by the nd of God, why | ſhould we 
that the Second Adam, Who. Was de- 
ſtined to withdraw that curſe and to ſpread 
Over, it a ble ling, W; made in all reſpedts 
ſuperior to the. Firſt, and and introduced i aa * 
world in a more extra linary 
There, is in ev ery, view. a abs DG : 

i between chem, and, on account of 

the [triking contraſt of their charaders, Adam 
is termed by the Apolile, the. figure of 1 the Meſ. 

Jah. As; Forruption, was derived from the 

8 mankind, in conſequence. 80 . 
bis tranſgrafſion ; kt a Purity, of nature 
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men original and actual, to affiſt their im im- 
perfect endeavours by his ſacred influence, 


to accept theth if fincere; and to cron a 
+ © with immortal” Uapiriers” "through! the me- 


rious Gbedience and 6blation of His 


„Son: And he Tequires of them « Faith itt 


lat r Son, dependence on his merits, Ober l. 


4 finn 2 * us hath he fen redemiption PE 
people. "He hath commanded Wi Covenant for 


POO) 


The Firſt was the Covenant of Works. lis 


condition was rigorous and ſevere; demanding 


a obedience adequate to the law of Biba 


be performed by the inheretit ability of m man, 
' Without failure br imperfection, and with 


dut admitting the benefit of repentance. ' 


the law, to do them. The Second is the C o- 
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ls dead, much more the Grace fd and ile 


not at it was i ona that ſinned, ſo rxother giſt 5 
for, this judgment duas h on to rondemnation, 
but te res gift, in . many: affences. lo joa. 
cation. For if þy one man qſancez death reigned 
by, one f much mare. they which rateive;.abuns- 
ence of Greceand.of, the giſtof righteauſneobalb 

reien in ot ee ue yn bite 
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„ust tabs on. d 22 K the Y 
Told Covenant by the father of mankind, 
this of Grace commenced in its uſes and effects, 

| though its formal execution Was poſtponed, 
by ſupreme appointment, till the death of 
"Chriſt; and the effects of the ſin of Adam 
| were removed from all his poſterity, by ; 
the | meritorious efforts afid 6blation of the 
Lamb, which was Hain, iii the divine decret, 


| | from” the foundation of the world,” How ama- 


Aing the operations of che providence of God 
in the falvation of man! Surely; he c6uld 
deem it no hatdſhip to ſuffer by the miſcofl- 

at of the Firſt Adam, ſince the remedy was 

immediately adminiſtered i in the Second, ad 
had been projected in the Heavenly councils 
before the ages for God hath redeemed” "Us 
ith the pretious blood of Chriſt, as &lamb with- 

- 'out blemiſh and without ſpot, fore-ordained” 52. 

frore the be eres of "the world,” but manifeſt 
in theſe laſt times. The univerfal Covenant, 

| Whoſe facred influente extended and extends 
ver all the race of Adam, is that of Grate 

and whoever lived in obedience to mit, 
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of heaven, in whatever. age, under ve 
diſpenſation, however it Was tene to 
them, or in whatever degree, were partakers 
ol its benefits, and will be entitled to its bleſſ- 
ings. Obedience to the Law of Nature or to 
any other Law dictated by heaven, wherever 
' that of the Goſpel was not announced, will 
have a reference to the merits; and death of 
_ Chriſt, who is the propitiation for the ſins of the 
whole world, and will derive a reward not * 
the Juſtice, but from the Mercy, of God. 
The Promiſe of this great Redeemer was 


155 1 vouchſafed to Adam, Noah, A- 


-braham, and the Ancient Jews, accompanie 
by a particular diſpenſation to theſe rv in- 
joining a number of ſacrifices and abſervances, 

which had in themſelves no intrinſic value, 
only as they anticipated and proſignificd n the 
Gerifice of Chriſt. By an unſhaken 
andi reliance on this Promiſe, together e 
obedience to the Law of God moral and 
ritual, the blood of this immortal ſacrifice, 
which was not ſhed till more than 4000-years 
from. the -creation, flowed back to heal the | 
inſrmities of every atze. For this cauſe, ſaith 
Saint Paul, lic is 13 : 

| 12 | e | 
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ment, that by means of death for ile fed bon 
of the tranſgreſſions that were undor the Yoſt 
 teflament, they, which ar6 called, ee may ye 
- promiſe of etorual life.” - My 
And it 35 weiß e mil en 

nature of God, Who is the meroifu} Father of | 
all men, to preſume; that, however” it hath 
_ pleaſed his providence to exe 
thens of every age'from the light of the Gol. 
pel, they will find a ſaving intereſt in the 
death of Chriſt, provided they have walked 


ude the Hea- 


after that light, which ſhone in heir "Roan, . 8 


though inferior and leſs refpl nedent. | * 
were involved in the misfortune” of che firſt 
Adam, and why ſhould they be prohibited 
the benefits of che ſecond? What, becaufe 
they did not believe in him, 1 ts Wo oy not 


heard 3 No fuch ching; The 8 


Redemption by the one is, ſure} U vr l 


as the effect of the other's Tr 3 
ſince the Promiſe Was given to Adam, 1 
him to all his poſterity, they have as fair a 
right to claim under it, as the Jews, or as the 
Chriſtians. We have the warrant of "the 
infallible oracles to aſſure us, that there is none 
babe name under heaven. given unto men; by 
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2 ods ow aeg ek eee 
them of its ſalvation, merely becauſe they had 
no opportunity of believing and obeying the 
-Golpel, an imputation of the deepeſt ſtain 
ſhould be leſt to diſhonour the Mercy and the 
Juſtice of heaven ? No: The righteous judg- 
ment of: God will render to every man according 


to his deeds; to them vulio, by patient continuante == 


in well-doing,, ſcol for glory and honour, and im- 
mortality, eternal life ;. but unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the; truth. ut. obey 

unrig lilcouſngſi, indignation... and wrath, tribu- 

lation and anguiſh: upon . every ſoul of man that 
floeth evil, of the Few firſt, and alſa of the Gentile, 

Tor there is no reſpect of perſons with God for 
# many. a have. famed without lau, ſhail-alſo 

periſh without lam, and as, many. az have fined. 

In the law. Jhall be judged (by the lan. For 

_ [puhen the Genti b, zwho have. nat the lau, 40 3 
natur thoſe: things contained in lle law, theſe 

Having net the law, are a law unto themſelvei, 
zubich ſueru the work of lie lau) written. in their 

f egriir their conſpienges alſo bearing witneſs, ard 

BY thoughts, the. mean while, accuſing * elſe | 


we PK 8 
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of the world before it exiſted, .whoſe, mexits 
are available to all the ſons of, men POW . 


many ſoever, in their generations, might bave 


have, been ungcquainted gf. the, offence, of 
Adam, whoſe effects they have, nevertheleſs, 
experienced. In every nation, he that  feareth 7: 
Cod and doeth righteouſneſs as far as his know-. 
ledge and APP, ac will, be accepted. f 


im. 511 ZOO 3 5 1 
irs What: „ tw had the Jew, or 5 nn 
Hiqſit Hf circumciſi 2— | d. : wh u advantage 


bath the Chriſtian, or What profit of. bapfiſm, 5 
ik the Hkathen i is intitled to che ſame religious ; 
beneſus ?—An.- inſpired. Apoſtle has ſupplied _ 
| the anſwer, Much every way; chiefly; becauſe.to * 
lem are committed the oracles of God, For, fince 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt is not abſolute and 


unconditional, excluding the endeavours; and 


Fxertions of men, but ultimatel/ and in effect 
5. God is moſt clearly diſcovered, to whom . 
che ſcope of their obedience and the object 
pf their worſhip are moſt ohviouſly diſplayed, 
to whom the way of heaven is moſt diſtinelly 


_ key out, we * * the 


f | 
: / \ 


en under . the cloud of ignorance; as many _ 


ling upon them, they, to wh m the will . 
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oRt fully | d, have the greateſt ability, 
| 4 wel as the moſt powerful inducements, to 
W chem in eme. the race of immor 
ality and glory. The benighted W 
5 Had only the ith torch of nature to direct 
his ſteps, and that ſubject to be darkened by 
che prejudices of men and the rudimenti of 
the world, whilſt the motives to his duty were 
weak and dubious. And though the Jew 
| enjoyed the advantage of a ſpecial intercourſe - 
with heaven, yet -was' his knowledge of 
Tpiritual fubjects imperfe@ and obſcure. His 
duty and his worſhip. conſiſted, greatly, in 
anc en he did not fully comprehend; 
and his rewards he underſtood to be ly 
temporary. But the Son of God I - 
Wich him che light from heaven, which il- 
| himined the darkned eye, and pierced the b 
Nighted boſom. With an exact and unerring 
| finger he marked out the road to happineſs 
and life. He was the light of the world, un- 
rejoice io walk. Not only the amazing 
| fyſiem' of his redemption is unfolded by a 
train of ſublimeſt doQrines, and the ways of 
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| the heavenly. councils laid open to his view 
by expreſs revelation, 


terms and enforced by the moſt. foyereign 
authority, whilſt the exalted end to which he 
aſpires Rands ſull in view, Significantly, 
| therefore, is the Heathen. deſcribed as fitting 
in the darkneſs of the ſhadow of death, the Jew 


as enjoying .a light ſuining in a dark place, 5 
and the Chriſtian as poſſeſſed of the ne, 


kite of de Gude) . 3 

By theſe ſuperior hs. "mt the 
wiſdom of the Supreme hath, reſerved in-ſtore, 
to be a light unto his feet and a lantern to his 


bath, the Chriſtian cannot fail, if he will 


ont 9 eee, hg 39 he Wo 


| be many —— Ae the 1 
celeſtial abode, i ſecure the poſſeſſion of the = 
higher manſions. But, while he glories in 
the eminence, which he holds in the ſcale 
of intelligent and enlightened mortals, let him 
awfully reflect, that, in proportion to the 
advantages he enjoys above the poor deſerted 
Heathen, of /o much ſorer puniſhment he ſhall be © 

_ thought Wes; if he ww” to improve, or 
1 bs 8 g [ns | venture 


tion, but every minute 
branch of his duty is explained in preciſeſt 
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ble and cautious e let Hide" read, in 
that ſacred volume which is the repoſitory '6f 
all his high and ſanguine hopes, this per- 
emptory and deciſive ſentence, It had been 
erke for him, not to have known the way of 

righteouſneſs, than, after he has known. it, to turt 
the holy commandment delivered unto him. 
Far from envying the heathen world 
the advantages they receive from the law 


* . 


of reaſon under which they live, let us bleſs 


to all men; let us even rejoice for the bens. 
Ris treafured up for them in a gracious di- 
penſation, of which at preſent, they unh 
pily know nothing; and 8 us wind ee 
edge wich eſpecial 
ee ee whore -al Med to ferve- 
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1 Which Was loſt, and to reſtore him to his 
original perfection, is the ultimate end of ne 


t of n 4 . eee, 


wen x God and es, pe 


quis, inthe work b of man's redem ſt on, that 
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he, who partook of the nature of beth 
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itſelf in his own obedience ? We are accord- 
ingly, Allured, tha; as theres Ove God, ſo there 
is one Mediator between e 8g the man. 
Jefus Chriſt. 
Ihe highC * 40 ſuperior bab 
| PT | 
es, the execution of which conſtitutes the 
auguſt ſyſtem of the religion of Jeſus — 
During the period of his incarnation, as Me- 
— diator from God to Man, he unfolded the 
unſcarchnble eduncils of the Divine Will, 
po the tenor of | the New bee 5 


© to inlt win Ais fitare dme kingdom, 
—— e 8 = 
| Hroteſt, and eo teigh over us. To theſe three 
exhlted — | 2 
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c Lord and CHRIST, by which appellation ne 

| know chat he is inveſted in all theſe offices, Jes 

_ interpratation being Ao , and angint- 

ing with oil being che 8 7 
| nen 7 


1 B21 f the kigh and fipe vatura c 
miſhon of prediQing future events, the 4 
function of a PRS is to teach and 
inſtru. As, in confequence of the pri 
offence, men loft the power of obeying to 
decrees of heaven, ſo were their underſtand» - 
ings darkened chat they could not fufficiently . 
Micepves* het 2 Tt was, therefore, neeeffar 7 
"that the Son of God fhould become the Son 
of man, in-orflerto-vommurtianteagthextorld 
ithe light om above, a 10 nenn bis 
ow of [the fant and penferd will 
of kis heavenly Father, — © 
 -puypoſcthegells his diſciples, erg e 

"ore dleliverad lee of las Rather, and noanin 

welh. on, but the guilor inaither ẽẽ,&= 

[Tony man the Father, {ave en OO 
In ark; cut hath as the ig of „ 

| an W = 

MY yen 


e his dof 
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5 — —— | 
| *Whoſo eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood 
hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
laſt day: For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my 
| blood is drink indeed. He, that cateth my fleſh 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
2 eee ee e 
e eee He 


calls them the bread of our ſpiritual and eter- 


nal liſe; and that, bread he dignifjes by dhe 
{ublime and myſtic figure of his body and bjood. 
elples of Redemption through the Covenant 


. that illuſtrious ſeries of] rinks. by 
N en their ſalvation was brought to a ſuc- 
. 3 
- . -merkrious part which he himſelf ſuſtained ; | 
; [but he wat rere eure ve reset 


Which reſta mene ne 
of which a 1 uſeleſs 
and incffectual, his gracious interceſſion. will 


be abortive, and they will forfeit the reward 3 


of immortality and glory. This is the Con- 
dition impoſed on man, which branches into 
three general and cardinal divifions—Faith, 
. Obedience, and. Repentance, Theſe are the 
| terms on which Pardon and Salvation are to 
be obtained. They are inculcated. and en- 
| -ſorced-ip every page ol the ſacred writers, 
and, though the Saviour hath procured re- 
. demption for all without exception, yet can 
none be entitled to it but they, who, after theſe | 
2erms have been, fairly. pounde to them, 
orm chem in a ſincere conſcience and 
Vith an upright heart. To aid us in the diſ- 
_ charge of theſe duties, he hath ſubjoined 
dhe promiſe of the aſſiſlance of Grace, together 
| with particular direQions how. to render a 
holy Worſhip. pure and acceptable to God, 
by ſending up our prayers and praiſes as an 
_ Incenſe well-pleaſing to him. He hath fuper- | 
added the inſtitution of Baptiſm, by which 
ye axe initiated into the privileges of hls fe. 
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Bee days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my du in 


bn mY 


 Srmel; AA ej (hich this . 
| Kgfon is fealed, are Rewards and Puniſhment 


Unbinted "him to preath golf tidings "ts the 
"Meek; he ſent him to bind up the broken-hear 


| to prodiaim liberty to the captives, und the bhen- 


ing of the priſon to them that are dom. T. 
in the Covenant that T will make with them after 


' Hheir hearts, and in their en e- Nan, 
and their Int and iniquities will T ret 


mon. For all thy children ſhall be taught of the 
Lord, and great ſhall be the praiſe of thy chiltren. 


po OT Oy" 


This revelation our great Prophet deliver- 


| ee partly by his own familiar inter- 
courſe, but fully or however Tufficienily by 
the Holy Ghoſt, whom, after his departure, 


he ſent down from heaven. The amazing 
and extenſive ſcheme of Religion was not 
p med to view at one inſtane, but was grau- 


| I The varavdllng of the Golpel 


| Ion, for wiſe and * 8 
| reaſons, 
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reaſons, was flow and progreſſive, advancing to 
us oonſummation by juſt degrees, in imitatiog 


of a vernal bud, which, ſmall and copirafted © 


| at feſt, unfolds in order, and haſtens through | 
7 ſeveral ſages to its dull maturity. The ſuper- 
natural light deſtined to illumine the Chriſtian = 
hemiſphere reſembles that which eyery day 
enlightens the natural. At firſt, it dawned 
from far over the Partiarchal and Jewiſh. 
communities, and {hed a glimmering | 
rough part of the eaſtern world. By, the 
ined illumin 


of the Baptiſt, like the harbinger of day, 

6; @ burning and a ſhining light, announced = 

the Prelence of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 5, and 
| Prepared the world for his reception, When 
[x aroſe, che long: expected meſſenger from 
above, he by no means unveiled himſelf 
in an unclouded emanation of light, but 
opened his commiſſion with prudent care, 
drawing 2 veil over his native. glory, 1elt, by 
tooſtrong and ſudden a refulgence, jt ſhould - 
| dazale and diſqualily the eyes of men, before 
2 OO irengthened and. prepared. He | 
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left the ſplendid nip . 
by his Apoſtles under the” ſpecial influence 


1 in heaven. 


ment and ſatisfaction to the offended Deity 
bor all the fins of men original 

being @ merciful and faithful Hien Pitt : 
| in things pertaining unto God, to make recoti- 
| * ro the 15 of the — Fer the ſake 


the Uiſguile' of m hum lity,” ant. 


to be finiſhed 5 


direction of his e Spirit. Thett' ; 
was the high-day of Chriſtianity ſuffered to 


| ſhine out in gh meridiar ſplendour, being 


ſupported in its career by 1 2 on ee earth b and 5 


* 28 4 9 Ke YE 148 o "0s 15 8 "I 


"ot 50 PO oſt” Td us 


part of he : mediatorial Office > 216 Chriſt 18 


the Sacrifice, of himſelf. Before the ſalvation 


2 of men could be accompliſhed in in any of its 


Ve iods, their Ins, the conſequential effect of 
ie primitive Kult, were to be diſcharged, | 


andiif was impoſſible that Af univerſal par- 


don could iſſue from the hallowed tribunal of 
ze: ven, till they had received their merited 
puniſhment ; for without” ſhedding of blood 


"Wet is 10 remilſion. By his ſufferings and 


death the Saviour of the world. made atone- 


"and a 


3 


e eee you egen e cans 
dexed as equivalent d the gui, and adequate 


hath fuffered for our fu the juſt for the i 

| that be might bring us to God . He was 
Wounded for. our tranſgreſſions; he -was bruiſed - 
for-pur nigh. Hes, the chaftiſement of eur eas 
ſealed t. He, who knew-na ſin, was made fit for 
ut, that we might he made the righteouſneſs | of 
Call an enk He. amn wy | 
that be might reconcile us: at. Gl, F Sele | 
5 1 e df redemption; by Eving Hcacy 

and operation to every other part gf che hea» = 
| debe eee, ſcheme. His ſpotleſs liſe, 
Obegience crowned by ths 
effuſion gf bis blood, and the im- 

{68 endeavours of men, receive their uſe 
aud importance. from it; for, till fin was-ah- 
olithed, META AO Aſter» * 
wards, his 18 ae e os . 
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men, and their ſincere, though deſective, ex- 
ertions could be accepted in its room; becauſe 
ſatisfaction was made for all the infirmities 
of their nature. Thus was thie breach cloſed 
between God and Man, and reconciliatio 
made, and the rigorous condition of the Firſt 
Covenant was changed into the mild and gra- 
_ cious terms of the Second. Here we view 
the connexion between the Obedience, and the 
| Death, of Chriſt.” He obeyed the will of God 
in the room of men, and he died to place 
"their imperfect endeavours in the room of 
his perfect obedience; and the conſequence 
I ; which reſults, is this, By performing the com- 
| mands of the Goſpel as well as we can, we 
x hall be re· inſtated in the divine favor, through 
| 5 his meritorious life, and, if poſſible, more me- 
Titorious death, and ſhall be entitled to the re- 
ward of immortality in happineſs, as if human 
nature had not departed from its native ex- 
alted innocence. Significantly, therefore, ex- 
claimed our Lord, as he expired upon a 
croſs, It is finiſhed. What was finiſhed 9 
The moſt illuſtrious, andthe moſt beneficent 
work of God; a work, which the wiſdom 
of Omniſcience could 9 dee and Which 
* _ my : he. 


. 7 . 


7e. ͤ ͤu 17 8 in i POIs 


* — of 8 ls only . | 
execute; a work that eclipſes the glory. of his. 


Creation; a work which applaudi 


view with wee Redempinn of of | 


: fallen' cc 72 D166 
And not a Pk ana _ more 
eſſential parts of the immortal plan were 


baniſhed by the death of. Chriſt, but every 


ſecondary and ſubordinate part, whigh ſerved 
to the introduction and execution of i it. Now 


— 


| the myſtery was unſealed, which was hidden 8 


from che foundation of the world. The 
illuſtrious train of prophecies which refuclied, 
4 Chriſt's firſt coming, and which ſhone with 
| Increaſing and reflected light through many 
generations, converged to this ſingle point, q 
and met their preciſe completion i in this event. 


Now were types and ſymbolic preſigurations LES 


loſt in the real things they had ſhadowed and 
_ repreſented, . The more private. contrivance 
of the ewiſh economy was now totally 


evolved, and the ritual Law, with its x pompous 


- exhibiuon. of ceremonies, Was entirely re. 
ſeinded, The Levitical Prieſt religned for : 


ever His. enſigns and oblations. The great 


Annual Sacrifice of the Paſſover Which Was 
. lain without th 16 fariuary, and the High 
FE a 15 5 "TI 


„neee 


— Malt Holy Plc is offer k before 
the Lord for the fins of all the People, now | 
Wund their meaning and end in an ever- | 
_ laſting Sacrifice, and in an unchangeadle Prieſt- 
Food. Chriſt the Lamb of God, by the ſacrifice 
f himſelf on cx made here on earth, atoned 
for the fins of the whole world; and, as the 
mien Prise of our profeſſion,” who i not. 
+ Ne aner n. w F b b Fontan 
but after the power of an endleſs life, with 15 
own blood entered in oN into heaven, (the 
true Holy Place) having obtained eternal re- 
demption, there to appeur in the preſence of God 
Jer is. For ſuch s High riot became u wh 
p holy,” fs, undefited, and ſeparate from 
firmer who were not daily, as thoſe High | 
Prieft, to offer ſacrifices for his own firts, and 
Hit for the peopl#s ; for this ne did once when 
he offered up himſelf, who" is conſecrated” for 
Foermore, Having, then, offered o ns ſacrifich 
for ſen, he ſat down for ever at the tight hand 
oF (God; and, being made perfect through. fu Her. 5 
ings, he. became the author of eternal Jalvation ; 
o all them that obey. him, called of God, A High | 
n ever, i the N Melchixedec. 


ns en mm Ot 


Ani finee- Ahriſt is the end and aten | 


mation of all the religious Jiſnenfat 
heaven; no other terms of neee 


be offered, but we are perfelt un dom in . 


beim. There remains no more facrifice. for mn. 
In his death all the divine councils are hut 


np; and man an ten es fall by this final 


5 feevated 10 ur, through AG to ay, this 


of God, let us draw near with a true heart in 
Full aſſurante of faith, having our | htatts 
Jprinkted from an evil conſcience, and our bodies 


' twaſhed with put water, Let us hold faſt the 
_ faithful who promiſed, and let us confider us 
I OO On. „ 
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r through which his love for men 
l fo reſulgem in that gloomy hour, and | 

| his glory betzan immediately 10 diſplay idfelf | 

; in all tie hiſtre, FRO his dying 


Ls ga : 


— 


e to enter nts 6 th Hoi (io the abods | 


Nen, and having a High Prieft over the” Huſt 
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agonies, 8 Pain of death a double 
fing, his malignant execution ers added every 
inſtrument of ſhame that triumphant male - 
volence could ſuggeſt. They derided, they 
e men eie, him; and among the 
Vileſt of indignities with which he was 
loaden, they inveſted; him in mock pageantry 
wich all the enſigns of royalty, a ſcarlet robe, 
a crown upon his head, and a ſceptre in his 
hand, ſaluting him in deriſion, Hail King of 
* Jews! To this amazing ſcene of ſtudied 
_ ates added a e Sag over 
Ss Went, eee JESU 8 OF 
NA.ZARETH KING OF THE 
JEWS: Much he pitied, much he prayed, 
much he forgave. . After ſuffering the moſt 
_ excruciating torments human nature can un» 
ny malicious imagination could ſupply, with 
patience, with compoſure, with reſignation, 
without one expreſſion of complaint, in pro- 
found ſubmiſſion to the God of heaven, He 
bowed hit head and gaue up the ghoſt. Alas! 
little did their fooliſh VALE: that they 5 
were enthroning wo nr wg dom 
Py MACOS © 85 5 above 


* 


* 


3 5 fs cours K ing 13 


above all the Atdddobns cof-the world, ad the 
heaven is higher than the earth. Little did 
they dream, chat tlie crown of thorns" was 
infinitely io . gloribus than the moſt Yilliant 
diadem, and that the humble reed was con- 
verted into a ſceptre of righteouſnels' to fille 
he nations. Little did they ſuſpect, that, by 
their impious inſcription they were p proclaim- 
ing to men and angels, The Lord is KI Ve, 
that the people ſhould bow the knee before 
. him, and that the kings of the earth ub, bring 
their glory and honour unto tim! For,” to” thi 
end Chriſt "both died and roſe again, "that * 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
who is gone into heaven, and is at the Tight 
Hand of God, all Wege "and" Pen * 
5 made ſubject unto him. 
Being inveſted here on earth; y the "RY 
ol men, with the enſignis of his regal Charakter, 
| he aſcended to re-aſſume the honours of his 
native kingdom, ard to exerciſe his power. 
From his celeſtial throne he rules and pro- 
tects his church militant on earth, with viſible 
and inviſible ſway. He aids it by his co. 
fel. and enli itens it by his Spirit And 
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_ the glorious banner of the croſs on Which he 
glied. and objained. the crown, of eternal life, 
tie prize. of its high calling in the next, — 

8 ee ws. ig | ä behold, 
lays the prophet; Daniel, one like the Son of 
wan coming with. the clouds of heaven, and he 
cams to the Ancient of days, and they brought | 
lan Rear before him; and there was. given him 

union and glory, and a kingdom which ſhall 

| not paſs. away, and his kingdom is that r 

Hall not be deſtroyed. Ilie Lord thy God, 
Hon { 2 be _ mene en e 
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pediency of the incarnation of che Son. of 
Cod. In his Frophetic function, he was | 
Cad ta deliver his doctrines and precepts | 

” With antherity, and Man to impart them 19 
men. | In his Prieftly, office, he was Man 19 

| render him capable4o ſuſſer and to interceds 
for men, and God to give merit to his death, 
and prevalence. to his interceſſion. In his 


Kingly « capacity, he was God to govern, and 
„ . EE Man | 


us Sa his xampl. to conquer. and OE; 7 Ps 
eee, things it eee mw 
e een N oy [TY M4: 270 | 


1 25 pe. isc os, - thetts W nl pr of py 20 
God, we have obtained fo great a, deliyerer, 
Whole, name is Wonderful, Counſellor, The 2p 
mighty. God, The everlaſting Father, The Prince ; 
-of peace, - let us. rejoice at the day that we 
were born, and at the hour! in Which we 
were baptized... Let the firſt. objec. at a” 

„ lives be, to learn the ſubſtance of. his law; n 

3nd the ſecond, to perform | the duties, Which 
6 ixjoins ; for in vain ſhall we, claim the | 
merits. of à Saviour, unleſs We obey dhe 
lay of a Saviour. Twill greatly. rejoice. 1 in bie 5 
Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he 
hath cloathed me. with, the garments. of. ſatvation,” „ 
lee hath covered me with. the robe of righteouſneſs, © FH 
as a bridegroom. decketh. himſelf with ornaments, =- 

” and as a bride. adorneth herſelf with her Jewels,” * 

For, as tlie earth. bringeth forth her bud, and 

the garden cauſeth the things that are ſorun to 

e 5 5 * we: ac hath cauſed righteouſneſs 

M „ 
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5 Wirs hearts full of ſublimeſt grairade 
Hſpired | with triumphant exultation, ani 
_ overflowing with reverential joy, let us make 
a ſolemn retrofpective pauſe to contemplate 
| the benign nature of the Second Covenant, 
: and the glorious advantages which it confers 
above the Firſt. It is conſtructed on milder 
terms; ; it imparts divine affiſtance : ; It is in- 
veſted with richer promiſes. Firſt, it is 
; founded on the perfect Obedience of Chriſt, 
which is accepted in the room of that of 
5 men; : it ſubſlitutes the virtue of Faith Joined 
: to our imperfect Endeavours and Repent- | 
: ance, in the place of his perfect Obedience: *% 
and it diſpenſes a complete pardon of all our 
- fins, through the ineſtimable Sacrifice of his 
death. Secondly, it enlighteris the benighted 
mind, and affiſts the infirmities of men in the 
performance of their duty. And, laſtly, it 
_ crowns their imperfet ſervices with the inhe- 
kitance of angels, with happifieſs, glory, and : 
| — Immortality i in heayen, which is more than 
Was promiſed to Adam, and which was 


Kees honour the interceſſion of the Son 
is "of . 


DISC o v R 5 E 
God. By the intervention of this gracious 


Covenant, all thoſe natural perfections as 
well as. ſupernatural graces, which were ef- | 
| faced in Adam, will be -reſtored in Chriſt, | 


; The divine i image will be re · impreſſed upon 
our ſouls, whilſt our bodies will be formed of 
an ethereal and ſublime contexture, We ſhall 
be perfect as God is perſect, and happy as he is 


happy, and ſhall be re. admiued to the fruition 
of Him, in his celeſtial abode, in whom all 


happineſs and perfection are combined. 
Under what a gloom of horror and delper- 
ation does man enter upon the ſtage of life 
With what a glorious proſpe& does che 
Chriſtian depart! How greatly does the 


- contraſt of danger and delivery heighten che 
grandeur and ſolemnity of the religious ſcene? | 


As both the ſplendour. of the ſun, and the 
peauties of ſurrounding nature are redoubled 


upon him, who emerges out of the arten 


cell into the brighteſt day; ſo, in the cataſ- 


trophe of the Chriſtian Redemption, the 


ſublimeſt happineſs iſſuing out of the moſt 
98 Palpable ek. diſplays ME: Wacken the. 
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lt Sins; what ds dle breadth, aid legt 
and depth and height; and to know the: love of | 
| An, tokich paſſeth knowledge. . O happy 
| fault, exclaimsa venerable Saint, which, bythe 
| 5 . and mer rcift nar gy was re- 
805 ef the: earch is the wonder of hea- 
angels.” | Mercy and. and erde ee, 
teoufneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 
Truth nh wed dani” awd 


Such is the Joyful iſfue of this Anne ce 
| as ws fo who being in the form of God, 
 Hhought'# n e equal with God, but 
made 99667 Fee Wenn and took upon 
TRE of man, 2 2 bing 2/hi 


even the death f the croſs, | Wherefore God 
* highly exalted him, and ſet him at lis oum 
nmnrlili Hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
: "principality and power, and might, and do- 
minion; and hath given him a name that is above | 
every name, not only in this world, but in that 
| which 75 to come, gals at the name JESUS every 
BUF 1 5 8 3 
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who forgiveth thee all thy ſins and healeth all thine 
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#nee ſhould bow of things in heaven, and things 


” 


in earth, and things under the earth ; and that ; 


every tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is 
Z God the : Father. my 25 1 os 


% 


* he. Lord, 0 my ſoul, and. alt.” | 


v5, within me, praiſe his holy name! Pra iſe. 7 =; 


Lord, 0 my ſoul, and not all his benefits, 


infirmities, who ſaveth thy life from | 
and crowneth thee with. mercy and loving · | 
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DISCOURSEW., 


On the ende hs . 
RELIGION. and che AvrTnorTy of 
the ScaryrurEs.. WE 
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HeBrEWS ii, 3, 4. 


How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſuch great 
flalvation, which, at firſt, began to be ſpoken 
by the Lord, and was confirmed - unto us by 
them that heard him, God alſo bearing them 
witneſs both with ſigns, aud wonders, and 
divers miracles, and gi ifts of the e Gho of, 
= according to his own will, 


— — 4 wu— — — — — 


AVING had a conciſe ſurvey of the 

| ſubſtance and æconomy of that amaz. 
ing diſpenſation, by which the Son of God 

became the Saviour of the world, before we 
| proſecute this immortal argument, it may be 
proper to contemplate the medium by which 

theſe Ig ths, are conveyed to the 

know. | 


11 8 h Des E 


knowledge, and aſcertained to the e 
of wen. 1 
The plan of. . exhibited ; in 1 
preceding pages, lies removed out of the 
| ſphere of natural reaſon. to inveſtigate or 
diſcover, and Was communicated to the world . 
by the ſpecial REvELaTion, and particular 
intervention, of heaven. In the firſt diſcourſe 
ve made an attempt to draw the line between 
Reaſon and Revelation, and to illuſtrate their 
connexion, obſerving how the latter was in- 
debted to the former for its internal and fun- 
damental evidence. Let us, now, endeayour 
to dive more particularly into the foundation 
of our faith by canvaſſing and arranging its 
external deciſive EVID EN CES and by a 
ſober inquiry into the AvurTuznTrety of 


the Books in which they are contained, and 


into the CRE DIBILI Xx of the Writers, 
However the objects of Revelation may ſoar 
above the ſcrutiny of the human intellect, it : 
' muſt itſelf be accompanied with ſuch eee 
- tials as make their application to reaſon and 
common ſenſe, in order to exerciſe the judg-. 
ment, and to challenge i the Ws of reaſon- 
able J gg ng 
33 TW F con 5 
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Fon the Marrs: he bath mac 4g = 
155 ' their natural reaſon, we may infer the "poſh . 
| bility chat che Altaighty could give men 
farther intimations of his will; and, fince 
the light of reaſon is ſound to be an it 
fuffcient guide, his paternal good efs 
induces” the probability chat he ſhould; 
Who can entertain a doubt that He, he 
made and who't Fnows | bt 1 in, man, 
ted! ebend Mämfelr eo id in 7 variety of 
modes 2 Though, as a Spirit, he be inca+ 
pable of being the object of mortal eye; yet 
cannot He, Who made the eye” and all it fees, 
aſſume ati appearance, 10 as to convince it of. | 
his more immediate preſence, and more par- | | 
ticular'power ? Cannot He, who formed the * 
; tongue, communicate "his Will by the in . 
ment of human language ? Or, cannct He, 
who framed the mind, impart himſelf] to it 
5 an immediate and' peculiar impreſſion ? _ 
„ the Son of God, 'by whom the worlds were | 
made, cloath hitnfdlf with human fleſh "and 
' converſe familiarly with his earthly N 
- inft ding them in che will © = his Father, a 5 
i the way to heaven? : | 


We, 2 ans believe 1 in God „ou n . 5 
e 5 


— 
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5 ſequently- believe, that he can reveal himſelf 
do men. Look into the Bible. A Rare 
: tion 1s: there produced ; and it only re mains 
5 10 W on WR it be As SOON whether 


— had, . 
Shwng, as can 5 eren from Him, who, - 
2 985 5 8 an FRO of; . 5 1 


N whe infallible nals 4 als ES 2 
OO | For who! can di 


| ture are always ” 
years are as one day, and one day a; a thouſand: 
years, Whoſe all- ſeeing eye penetrates; through 1 
dhe regions of eternity, and who calls. thoſe, 
things which, be not, as though they were? Or, 
who can interrupt the eſtabliſhed order of ö 
things by ſuſpending the laws of nature, bur 
the God of nature 253 . e therefore, hn . 


r „ i . a 
8 2 3 2 
e- 
"2 - : * 
reſent, to 1 Aa thouſand-- 
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ſpecially appointed-j and e-arc bound 1s 
believe and to obey the revelation made by 
him, or we ſhall incur the guilt of infidelity 


and rebellion againſt God; for, as it it im- 
ee e e delude his creatures, 
; utting his ſeal to à falſe-' 


God, and whilſt we believe many things on 
the ſtrength of our own ſhallow underſtand- 
ings,” or on the fallible credit of others, man 
wie not rely on his infallible authority? x 
5 we receive e WO the 8087 . 


in all its parts, to the See eee 55 
reaſon You; who feel yourſelves intereſted 
in the cauſe of immortality, take your Bible 
In hand and examine every page. Be candid, 
be Honeſt," be fincere. Diveſt yourſelves. of 
paſſion, of prejudice, of partialicy. Tf, upon 
virtuous and mature inquiry, you find ĩt de- 
titute of this foundation, do not believe it. 
But, if it has chis ſupernatural evidence, reſt 
Affured chat it came from God, and that the 
_ religion wich it contains is holy and divine. 


DISCOURSE: 1 as 


oO bſtinate infidelity, for he that believeth not. » 
3 1 him à liar, becauſe he hath not bes e 
Be perſuaded by them who haut \already 
made the inquiry, that you will certainix 
diſcover the abundant power f God unto; fab 

vation. But do not reſt on their aſſurance, 
vinced, that God hath confirmed the truth of 20 
the Chriſtian Religion by ſetting in the church — 
firſt Apeſites, ſecondly Prophets, after that Miracles, 
Im in dhe witneſs which he hath teffied of his 
c een eee eee 


5 1 i N CY 1 
ginal Parents, the ſacred None: 9 r 5 | 1 


| woman's Jed hall bruiſe te ſrpnts hut 1 
4 the principal buſineſs: of the Old Teſta- 8 „ 
ee a e „ 
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family, to which W 
| and, after ſome generations, it was more par: 
| | _ ticularly vouchſaſed to Abraham, In thy feed | 
| | all all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. In 
| 


_ proceſs of time, a particular people was fa⸗- 
voured with an interm . diſpenſation, 
wich was added becauſe of tranſgręſſion, till 
tze ſeed ſhould come to uhom the promiſe wat: 
unde,” Sin and idolatry had ſo poiſoned the 
world, chat it was requiſite a ſelect nation 
ſhould be appointed to preſerve a pure ſenſe 
= of religion in à corner of the earth, from 
| | Whence, when the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe, 
he might diſpenſe his healing beams through 
all the world. They had the Ten Com- 
mandments given to direct their moral con- 
1 and the Ritual ceconomy was added 0 


eee e e credentials of a more ex- 
= re diſpenſation, which was finally 10 
redound 4 the ſe of all men. Such is the 
elatio erg the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian inſti — ; the firſt Was only a 
4 . . 25 „ * 
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prelude to the latter; and is fitly termed a 
| Schoolmaſter to bring them unto Chriſt, How 
amazing to contemplate the origin, progreſs, 
and various evolutions of our holy religion, 
commencing from the foundation of the 
world, and unfolding itſelf by W W 
fill it came to its ea tha nſumr 
in the advent of Jeſus 1557 7 oth life won bt F = 
This is a brief account of . 2 
memoirs of the Old Teſtament, Where we find 
the Promiſe 'confirmed in every age by ns 
natural Evidences, and by the poſitive teſtimony 
of heaven. It was probably made to Adam N 
before God withdrew his more immediate 
_ Intercourſe, ſo that our primitive father left | 
his earthly Paradiſe not without the com- 
fortable aſſurance of being tranſlated to a 
heavenly kingdom. It was renewed to-Noab 
and Abraham with ' ſuch certain marks of _ 
2 divine interpoſition, as put its truth beyond 
te ſhadow of a doubt ; and the faith-of che 5 
latter ſtands upon record as dhie fubl =. 
effort of Plety, reſignation, and en 
truſt,” Its infallibility was eſtabliſhed in every 
; ſucceeding age by conſpicuous exertions. of 
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94 DISCOURSE: 
intercourſe with particular. 


_ . bya viſible exhibition of the Slack eee 
to the whole aſſembly of the peculiar people. 


To cheſe general notices of a ſuperior agency 
we may add the innumerable TyrEs cir- 
cumſtantially adumbrating the illuſtrious per - 
fon, in whom the Promiſe centred. If Joſhua 
led the children of Iſrael into the fruitful land 
of Canaan, he was a Type of Jeſus, and the 


land was a ſhadow of a heavenly country. 


If the Paſchal lamb was ſlain to atone for the 
people, it was to repreſent. the death of Him 
who was to cancel the fins of men. If the 


| brazen ſerpent was lifted up to heal the peo- 
ple, it was to pre- ſignify the elevation of 
Chriſt upon the croſs, from whence his blood 


was to flow to heal the nations. The mag - 


F.. Dakota 
and which were in part fulſilled in every gener- 
ation, conſirmed the integrity of the divine 


decrees, Supported by this body of ſuper- 
natural evidence countleſs numbers of ancient 


Jews repoſed the firmeſt confidence in the 
TR and. * She benefits of the 
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Chriſtian W EZ 3% and, at che actual 
nene of the perſonage predicted, a full | 
ExXTECTATION. of A prevailed throughout 
the nation. When 
„„ and all men 'muſed 
in their hearts: of John, whether e were the = 
Cbriſt or not *. He was particularly intetro | 
gated; Art thou that Prophet: +? Anna the. 
propheteſs ſpoken of Jeſus to all them that looked 
for \ redemption”: in Jeruſalem . And Ry 
| n ow ene, of 9 8 ins 

1 5 theſe ede tas men of Wo _ | 
ſn beheld. his glory through a confuſed 
and extended medium, as a light ſhining in a 


dart place, believed in the Meſſiah ſo long be- 


fore his actual approach, we; who have had 
the light ſrom heaven dwelling among us con- 
firmed both by God and that light itſelf, can- 
not ſurely want evidence to eſtabliſn our 
5 tai. Nhat they had only by promiſe; We 
have in enjoyment, ſor God, who, at. ſundry 5 
times and in divers. manners, ſpake in lime paſt 
unto! the fathers by the prophets, Sam an w 
Luke iii. 25. | + John 1. 21. 5 : 
. e +4 e ii. LT VV 


the Baptiſt appeared, (le 


operate before his appearance; whereas th © 
prove indubitably to us, by their exact correſ- | 
pondence, that Chriſt is he. The Pxorns- 
elEs were not fulfilled in their days, in their 
8 great and ultimate ſenſe. They knew, i indeed, 
From their completion in an inferior fone - 
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days, ſpoken unto! us by lis Son, whom. he hath 


appointed heir f all things, by whom. alſo; he 


_—__ the worlds. All the evidence which they 
enjoyed brings down its. weight to us in their 


E he welk atteſted records; and we 


have a cloud of other witneſſes of later date 


and more indubitable certainty, tranſmitted to 


us 5 the writings, of the dene ere 
Apoſtles, and by the hiſtory of che Church. 
How, then, ſhall uu eſcape, if ue neglet fuck | 
great ſalvation, which, at firſt began to be Jpoken 

by the. Lord himſelf, and was, afterwards con- 
firmed unto us by them that heard him, God alſo 
bearing them witneſs both with ſigns, and won- 
dert, and with divers miracles, and gifts: of the 

Holy Ghoſt, according to his own wilt! ?? 
Even the writings of Moſes aud the Pro- 
phets afford clearer evidence to us, than they 


did to the ancient Jews. The 11 Cc 941 I 1 e- 7 


preſentations of the Melbah-could but-feebly | 


and 


juſtly. aſcribed them ie Wen en * future. 
y would 
- have their full and deciſive. ſplutiqn, but ; 


 deliverey, in whom; they believed, the 


10 ce 


Cui, was . deer Hs 


ances WY his en mat SAS che N 
ä time, place, and particulars. of his birrh, life, z 
death, and, xeſurreRion, and i che nature of | 


Waagen Inbin lone Joundibe 
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variety of future even, ſinſexutable % 
man ſagacity and efpeging lone perſon, 
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wen ebe the Meſiah or perſon fore, at 
s confirmed e higheſl authori 


©. 


object of "the ſpirit of Prophecy, and its auguſt 
fyſtem, Which Was de ned to announce and 
to — his ee and to remain a 
divinity of his-reli- 
| in its ceconomy'of 
tent yet fo. won- 


F 1 * — in 
ee ot Him, ier e 


mts p ae We. 
ieions of the Old Tehament to 
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nterpreted by the events. Nevertheleſs, upo! 
an accurate compariſon, all the Prophecies are 

found ad to harmonize and accord 1 into 

one uniform, conſiſtent, and admir lan 
Fang were i denen ee. in os hi ory o 


dee prophecies 6s Og dh 5 
. e e whilſt the followingrefleBett back! 1 
A light to facilitat 5 
. ever 7 
in that portion of time which is already paſt, E 
has met with a e ONE: ann be 2 


| e remote. One Ul to wege. / 
"IF of the theocratic government of "the 
 Jeivs, to whoſe adminiſtration eps SDC 
uliarly. inſtrumental; the other prelude d 
kingdon of Chriſt. Under 


but the en was the important object of 
tte Iaſpirer, and and the ene the 6274 = 
© was) e to induce the expectation, and 
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all the ages of che Jewiſh church, ſhould flop 
at once in ſo critical a ſeaſon; if fortune, or 
fraud, or ſanaticiſm had diſpenſed its ſtreams; 
if any thing, indeed, but the hand of God, had 


| Beſide this amazing depenulence amd an. „ 


catenation of the Se of 1 
Nel the. Meſſiah n oppolne;cha- 
| raters of a ſovereign Prince, and — 
deſtitute. It foretold, chat he ſhould ſpriag 
from che meaneſt parentage and eſtabliſh an 
mfading empire, ſubduing the world to . 
eee eee eee ee eee 
peace; and that, at the ſame time, he hon 
be deſpiſed and perſecuted of all men. and 


grief; yet were gentiles. to come 40 his i light, 
and kings to the brightneſs of his ring. A 

theſe enigmas, and many more, eee 

8 evolved, all cheſe anparent contradictionsa re 
clearly reconciled. in nen a king 


r 5. nu IE 
„ Sent ron v a the Jen from | 
_ the topic of the 


Is * appealed | 


— 


-. 
—————— irs PIE DIP» I6 In ms > TED A noms 


162 D'ISCOURSE NN. 


appealed to them himſelf in witneſs of his 
million. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
| think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
which teſtify of me; and beginning at | Moſes 
and all tie Prophets, ; Ae expounded "the things 
PE. Er AS VVV 
a br As Sabibar of the e id no oec- 
caſion to appeal to the Prophets, or to call in 
witneſs from afar. In his own perſon was 
his divine commiſſion ſealed. ''The Works, 
ſays he, which the Father hath” given me to 
Jiniſh, the fame Works that I do bear witneſs of 
me, that the Father hath" ſent me. "Whilſt Pro- 
pheciĩes are addreſſed to the learned and con- 
templative, the MiaaclEs recorded in the | 
New Teſtament are levelled: at the commoneſt. 
g capacities, and carry with them the moſt - 
_ vious aud palpable conviction. As you read 
the ſacred ſtory, you behold cripples from 
the womb, by a word or touch, leaving their 
inſirmities behind them, and leaping forth in 
exultation and holy triumph. In a moment, 
every ſpecies of diſeaſe confeſſed the Lord of 
life and health. The winds and the waves 
88 their maſter; the earth and the air 
ſub- 
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: ſubmitted tochis $ control, | And- EE his eſpe- 

_ cial buſineſs was to extirpate the works of the 

Devil, how ſignally did he exert his authority 
over him, by ejecting hini from the poſſeſſion 


of numerous wretches, and by obliging him 


to atteſt his authority and to confeſs his 

power. We know- thee who thou art, Jeſus 

tie Son o God. He gave ſpeech to the 
feet to the lame, health to the fick, life to the 
dead, and enlargement to thoſe Who were 
held in bondage of the devil. Well might 
Nicodemus exclaim, Mo man can do the 17 | 
yon thou'doeſt, "except God be win im 

5 And, ſince the virtues of his life e with 
Ale luſtre; ſince his Doctrines coincide 
with our ſublimeſt-ideas of the divine attri- 


7 


butes; ſince his Precepts excel every effort 


ol reaſon, and eclipſe every\portrait of virtue 
chat ever was depicted; ſimce he had no 
8 vieyy than the benefit of nen and the 

_ glory of. God,—theſe circumſtantes'ipreclud: 

eyery ſiniſter ſuppoſition, that his Miracles 
were derived from any other ſource than the 

duch of good. , This open appenl ta ine 


to the purity of his life, Which-of you convinceth = 
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„ . \ Ss « BE. 
7 5 LI Ik 28 . ig 
333 | A me 
1 : ; 3 \ 
8 £7 + - 1 F N 


\ 


204 DISCOURSE N 


ne ef Jn ; e -t the. truth a. will 
56 not believe 2 : . 5 Fe. oh, 


WE 4 I 
BEE. #4 


| Such wor che mirnculows powers exc 
i RP OR Ul lend bis deines, and 
io atteſt his miſſion, wWe have the joint con- 
viction of their own: declaration, of the na- 
ue of che works themſelves: of their fitneſs 
ſſor che purpoſe, of the effects which they pra- 
duced, and of che W eee 
God of heaven: e elne bas tab 


111 . „ 36> SUN 2 Bei 
* "FY 9 e e our Saviour 
7 added a further evidence of his divinity, He 
foretold chat Judas ſhuld betray him * that 
e Hould be ctuciſied at Jeruſſlem by he 
Gentiles f ñ that his other Apoſtles would for- 
Jake him +4 and Peter deny him thrice tt; and 
that he would-1j/e again the third day l. A 
theſe prophegies were delivered and circum- 
ſtantially fulfilled/for the expreſs purpoſe of 
onfirming-his miſſion: And hom I fell you 
- before it coine ia pa,; that, außen it is come, 9 ; 
may remember eee He was 
Mat. xxvi.''25. T Mat. K Rui. g 8 ei 
ae 19. #9 Maa iu. 4, 89s; 


circum» | 
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he * of perpetual conviction. WI ; t a 
| ſublime idea does. the vaſt chain of ee ecy, 


commencing from the foundation, of the 
world, and advancing, through every age 
till it run out to the end of time, convey of 
chat exalted diſpenſation, on which it N | 


> 0 


deſtined * attend? VVV 


. ul. afier 3 to an IIS : ous 
death, by his own power Chriſt RALSED 
himſelf from the grave, as a final confirmation 


| of his dodrine. And when, he had further, 


inſtructed his: | Apoſtles, and given them a 
ſolemn commiſſion to teach, all nations, bap= 


liens them, in the name of |the Father, and of 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he publicly | 
A I CEN DED into Heaven, from whence 1E 
SENT do THz Horx Guosr to bring all 
things to. their remembrance, whatever he had | 
ſaid or done among them, chat hey might be 
his 2 5 Evangeliſts to, write. and convey. 
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ö ol bis life and actions, Puts to add all 12 : 


things, as, ere neceſſary 120 complent Ge 


Chril ha n dodge. 
„ 1 2 


" * 2 lf 
* 4 2 2 $+ * 3 * „ 
* ; F #0 - {= : + &*4 Ws ob 
1 . „„ 


- 
* 5 ® * Ws 
3 2 . 2 : 3 : 1 4 
8 | ” : 
- - af 4 4 2 
© 


© 2 * 

: ; 4 * 2 0 TR N <p * ; 4 
% ᷣ %% oe BW, ERP 
DSO RSE W. wy 

6 - 9 8 : . 


N By * s amazing body CK er e 
1 the Chriſtian Religion was planted. 


$7446 


credible! 
fit 


x + 


in the earth, and it grew with in 
; riley c under RY fame extraoxdin *. 
| auſpice and protection of Heaven. For or | 
Ko as” ſible that A few” illiterate 
fiſhermen,” pri 1 5 fling to be the meſſengers of 
ie Who had been "univerſally Teprobated 
and deſpiſed, and wks had been i Wen nouſly 
crucified, ſhould aboliſh the antient inſtitu- 
tions of empires and ſtates, without force, Y 
or art e, or the. powers of perſuaſion, and 
prevail With thouſands 10 embrace a religion | 
ſo oppoſite to their” eſtab Wor c 
hoſtile to their reigning” paſſions, and 15 
repugnant to their rooted prejudices, with- 
out the intervention of ſupernatural power 2. 
The PROracarioON of the Goſpel is itſelf 
. A miracle that emulates any of the preced- 
ing, and is an example of the particular in- : 
terpoſition of Providence eee in 
N the anna of mankind, on 


N D to crown 8 . 4 8 2 
train of evidence, behold the Religion planted 
5 it, from ſo ſmall a root, ſpreading | 
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- tenſions of Revelation on the infallible. 
_ baſis of the: 


* 


cial agency of Heaven an- 


nounced: from-the beginning. of Hme. and 


augmented and diſplayed hy a 


train af various Evidences tranſmitted to us: 


in he writings of the Old and New. Teſta- 


Tani records. Proceed we, therefore; | 


=> 


ghing the nature and force of hiſto», 
toltimony, to evince thoſe two parti- 
oh ys He res Hi APRU B BLOB 
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neither impoſed upon themſelves in what 


5 they relate, nor ee, 3 
you's others. f 


Sucn - al W At ae time 


in which we live, and in the place where 
we refide, ſo as to afford us an opportunity 
to witneſs them ourſelves, can be proved to 
us only by the teſtimony of others. Do 
vou believe in any piece of hiſtory,” or in 
any traditional accounts 2 That there were 

ever ſuch cities as Athens and ancient Rome, 
vhoſe reſpective inhabitants uſed the Greek- 
ments of theſe languages with hiſtories written 
in chem, in all che libraries of the Learned, 
arid can you imagine theſe languages and hiſ- 
tories to be the effect of modern invention 2 
Impoſſible. The books, which are tranſ- 
mitted to us in any ancient tongue, are 
indubitable proofs of the exiſtence of _ | 
people; and, if the ede of a people 
can be evinced from"theſe monuments, we 
cannot, ſurely, ee che agg af the 
Eon mor theniſelves, | Do you beliede 

457 LDL. _ | that 
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gear Names [oof f 


get were eee e. by 

mes they bear ? Do on 

” credit drank, the hiſtories, Of Liyy 
Thucidides, .and;zbink th EF, were, written by 
theſe ancient hiſtoria > Or can you ſup 


| Pole, them, together with, the two; poetial 
| productions, to o be the 11 


fruits of modern 
rt ice and chicane? 5 ye u are capable 
of, entertaining this, lat opinion, belieye 


1 ng but what. y ou ſee yourlelf,, nor even 


chat; 5 remain an infidel, and Gilg ak 
| pretenſion or deſire to be a Chriſtian. 


if ; Neb PAs give credit to the exiſtence of ns 


ny. 


| guages, and t to > the 'genvinenels, of Hemp a 
thors, you have ſtill more redundant and 
forcible eh of the Ag ENT IGHIY a 
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fy Taz books 0 1 55 ou 1 $ 
to our hands in t the language ol a people © 
more remote antiquity t chan Greece or Rome, 

| beſide that we haye a very ancient. tranſlation 
of them in the e of the former, and 
OT _—_ - 
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eh 1 . 
| 8 ee * My — 
herd works ; b chat, Wirhotit exdtmifing 
any farther, both the aritiquity of the bibl 
is as eldar as that ef Hotter, or any other 
book, and the title of its" anithors as fairly 
aſtertilined. But a ACE Md GE 
| GiHily devoted to preſerve Sirviolible" theſe 
10 oratles, #hd to remain à ſtänding wits 
niels of their 0tigitt to all future ages. An An 


auguſl and venerable boily of men Was ſet 


apart to wait upon che Sanctuary Ir Which 
dhe ark of the temporary Cobetiaut, the 
otiginal Law, and the holy Orditances were 
Preferved, out of which body, à Mi mere 
| venerable order was: ebmtscräked to miniſter” 
in alt religious functions. Wich a a diligence | 
and accuracy almoſt incredible, this pc ople 
ttanſcribed the fared traditions” 4 hoard, | 
| times over; and the copics'were" dih perſed | 
through their numerous tribes amd families, 
and Kept as 4 f. acred depoſit. Their poſterity 
clearly and 1 5 Fre through a thing: | 
ſeries * generations, are, at thils 7, din 
_ in the world and di perſed thr ough 
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and are all circumciſed in „ obechineg to che : 
Law of Moſes ; as if Providence deſtined them 


to remain a ſtanding and perpetual memorial 


” of that as GY) , which was 88 50 
ing). ak world; Angie: down! from. 


heaven, Md Nr 
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"Te 0 feture the rel 


5 God, and inveſteck Witk Kis d wine mi 


to preſide in eee , con- | 


cerns 5 of weit e t 


ber of tranfcripts of the facred code Was ſo. 


f increaſed, they were difperſed into ſo many | 
bands, fo frequently read and referred to, 


5 corrupted in the earlier ages, a 
ſuccelfon of Prophets raiſed by the hand of 


> N "Abd, ah they Tested, the nums 5 
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chat no alteration could be attempted, without 
being immediately and publicly detected. 
But as the genuineneſs of the Old Teſtament 
is confirmed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 
frequently appealed to it, and who would 
certainly have rejected any e _ 
5 ns dion have RY e e 6-76 
: a ag be 9 NG io 3 oy W 
0 Aae of the New, which contains the prin- 
ciples of his religion, recorded in the four 
Goſpels, the Acts and Epiſtles of the Apoſtles 
This comes to our hands in the Greek tongue. 
The original Writings themſelves, we know 
from juſt authority, were. long preſerved and 
frequently appealed to by the primitive Chri- 
ſtiaus; and we have in our poſſeſſion, at this 
day, many Manuſcripts of the ſeveral books, 
which can be proved to be more than 100oů0 
years old, together with ſome Tranſlations 
of them of ſtill highex, antiquity, and fill 
more ancient Quotations by. the are 
Chriſtian Wiiers, 
As to the Authors, no Joie remains + 1 
: all the books were written by thoſe very men 


cs names auen . fince, beſides their 
| general | 


£3 
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general and undiſputed title, we ſind them 
diſtinctly aſcribed to them by Writers * of 
the very next and ſucceeding ages. We 
meet with innumerable paſſages, in the works 
of commentators and divines, quoted from 
| them, under their proper titles. in every age 
ſince they were written They are all re- 
ferred to by the moſt inveterate Enemies f as 
well as by the Friends to the Chriſtian: cauſe, 
in their diſputations, and invariably attributed 
to their individual authors, Matthew, Mark, 
Paul, John. Nay we have the public atteſt- 
ation of men, f who were perſonally acquaint- L 
ed with che Apoſtles ther 
intimate companions, and had information 
from them, to confirm the title and extraction 
of theſe ſacred writings. How, then, is ĩt poſ- 
ſible to conceive, that they are not as ancient 


againſt ſuch various, abundant, and accumu- 


e evidence, ſuppole them to be otherwiſe? 


"og Clement the diſciple of St. Paul Polycarp of St. 
| Jokin, Juſtin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Tatiqn 
— of Juſtin Martyr, Irenzus, Origen 285 Waben | 
. + Celſus, Julan and Porphyry, 
4 | 8 ME" Or LENT e 8 >; 5 . 


ſelves, or with their 
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No: * 25 Unleſs the Manuſcripts, Verſions, and 0 


through. every. country, be all — 
which chey are reſerred. Unles. Sets" 


ae d mich the. a ee 
were inftrudted pc chem; "ins AE 


; dick - a facred care, in as archives of che 
i eee the Apeſtles in different 
parts of the caſtern world; when contro- 
ae ee E. eee made ee | 

riſtiar aſſemblies ail fon ela into : 


_ Sw ee 3.40 chat they could not be 


corrupted in the infant ages of the Church. 
As Chriſtianity fpread, Which pervaded the 
Whole Roman Empire wich incredible 
rapidity, copies of the New Teſtament were 
diſſeminated of courſe; 2 and we may. preſume, 


"ow; ſince 5 art of printing: was invented, 
there 


be have been more impreſſions of th. 
lacred volume in every language, than her 

thy bal i d 08 fo chat it is impoſ- _ 

| ible! it ſhould be corrupted in latter times 

We, conſequently, find, that upon collating 

all the manuſcripts, tranflations, "COIN, 
itions, that can be procured in 

* world, they ls _— eee eee 


vor one me feature diluted 5 any one. 
But what are 1700 years? The lives of 
Re men reach 100; and what are the 
lives of eighteen or twenty — What are | 
| rwenty or thirty generations? This vener- . 
able pile, in which we are now. allembled, 
bears witneſs to the devotions of 600 years. 
Many religious houſes of Higher antiquity, 
are now entire, and ſome of the Romar 
' caſtles, which were erected 58 to the 
þirth of Chriſt, are, at this day, in being 
If the works of men's hands bre che an. 
predations of time through ſo. long a period, 
can we wonder, that the ſacred records of a 
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God and conducted under the peci ular in- 
ſpection of his Providence, ſhould extend 
entire and uncorrupted to their lateſt po- 
ſterity: If men can trace back the hiſtory 
of a a Roman fort, or run through the annals 
of a private family, they can, ſurely. bear 
barraſfſed witneſs to each other in an 
affair of ſuch immenſe and univerſal  im- 
portance, as the nen TOS As the 
modern Jews can trace their records and 
religion Ang all the 8 and revo 
lutions of the world; ſo Chriſtians, from 
the hiſtory of the church, are able to give a 


preciſe account of the books on Which their 


religion is grounded, in every age ſitee they 
were written, And, whilſt the Chriſtian 
| accounts of times, places, cuſtoms, perſons, 
and collateral tranſactions of other nations, 
from the very publication of the New Teſta- 


ment, coincide with thoſe of their reſpectivę 
hiſtorians, theſe. ſame hiſtorians throw in 


ample evidence 0 che nnen, of the Chri- 
a cauſe, 55 f 


| 1 5 ng, 1 85 We: Sy of theſe 
plain as be be forced from his 
out 
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out- works a obliged to admit the Antiquity 
om eee of the Holy Scriptures'; 
yet one ſtrong · hold remains, into which the 
unbeliever retreats with confidence to defe nd 
the cauſe of infidelity and glory. They 
may be only the ſelf-deception, or the 

fraud, of thoſe WhO wrote them. — To 
"eſtabliſh the CrEDIBLLITY, of any hiſtory 
ro points are to be cativaſled-—The Rus 
tedge the writer had of his ſubject and his 
Integrity as an honeſt relator. The firſty: if 
it be found competent, will convince us, that 
he was not impoſed. upon himſelf ;, and the 
becond. that he was ee : . - 


1 
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from the pen of Moſes, who, from che Rogu- 1 
lar eminence of his lation, as part ly 

qualified to diſcharge the-fundi of. a ſacred | 
hiſtorian, and to command the credence 
and confidence of the Jews his contempora- 
ries, and of thoſe of every future generation. 
By him God had reps atedly delivered their 
nation, by the moſt illuſtrious. miracles in 
| Egypt, the Red Sea, and the Wildernels,/ 


a 2 


. OO 
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#5 cates " repoling, at che fame kit 


# 


2 ſucceſſion. of more wan 40 years, and, a 


: laſt, aue to the divine honour of bes- 


wats to remainin forcexll the Promiſe was ful 


filled:” This 1 


urſe Which he held with 


beaven, confirmed by fo many ſignal and 
1 could not fail to challer 


of his eee 
and diſpenſations of former 


| Um The whole nation was convinced 
| that he was inſpired by the un 


nerring Spirit of 
truth, and that he could not be are 
upon or deceived. His divine commiſſi 


. 1 ſecured his credit as an Hit | 


torian, whilſt the hiſtory, which he Wrote; 
w necefhry n i 


which he delivered. | And their poltriy ho 


nm 
was depoſited, e eee ed it was 


guarded, and the viſible on of « :oule 


to him; ae whoſe nands 
n 
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Prophets, from time to time, inveſted with 


ſupernatural powers, in order to continue 
his . pecial intercourſe with this extraordinary x 
people; and cheir ſucceeding memoirs,. 
written by thoſe very men chus fingularly 5 


qualified, are, in like manner; ſecured from 
every ſuppoſition of illuſive error. But, a8 


has been obſerved; the Old Teſtament; being 
in e eee confirmed oy the New; we 
edibility 1 of 
the writers of a | TOY e 5 Sj a OC 
Tir AT, in ate reign 1855 Tiberius Gch . 
the, third Roman Emperor, ſuch an extra- 
ordinary man as Jeſus of Nazareth x performed fi 
wan conſpicuous + miracles, taught +new 
ines, in many parts 6 
"Jn zand, at laſt, ed death by cru- 
is proved from ihe accounts tran-- 


wonderful d 0 tru 


cifixio) 
mittel to Rome by the officers 


confirmed by the Roman hiſtorians; Ta 
Suetonius, and Pliny, hoſe * itings 
| 8 hy F : : | R 


ſuccceding ages. God raiſed up Judges and 


of the Em- 
pire, in the annual returns of the Provinces, 
to Which the ancient Chriſtians frequently 2 
and openly referred. This truth is farther a 
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5 moſt violent enemies of the 


may. abet the — profiilepton; that 
the ſubject of the Evangelical writers was ne 


Were all deceived, this deception "We der 
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how in our hands, and is What the boldeſt and 
Chriſtian cauſe, 


N ee the Jewiſh annalift 
large and extenſive evidence to our religions | 
in his minute and particular detail of the 
demolition of Jerufalem and the Temple by 
the Romaris, ery roger the Jews, 
ene ee C en; We the ona or 


felf-deluſion; but we will deſcend to a more 


particular enquiry. 


"ils ee e they ret 10/1 


8 _ exhibited as the credentials of * Chriſt's = 


eras authority, however wonderful; 
mmoneſt Far ' men's 1 ob- 


Sn — une ud before diffrent 
perſons, for the unremitted fueceſſion z 
Years, and had the fame uniform as 


ua. ts F- q 5 
: x i 


ing elfect on the ſenf 


it they | 


eateſt miracle” that ever afloniflied : e 
| | world, 
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world, and the: : POWET-. by Which * Was 5 
gion. The Tuelve, whom he AR to he 
with tim all the time. that he weng in and out 
among them, were unqueſtionabhle witneſſes 
eee ere > Cenainly, they 
could not all he impoſed upon, at all times, 
and in all the different trials. Two of the 
liſts, Matthew. and John, were of this 
N number of inſeparable witneſſes af 
cvery word and action; that, which they 
| beard, which they ſaw with their eyes; which they 
| booked upon, and their hands. handled of... the 
2 Es * : He Meh, unte us Luke 
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tithe, ſo as to "impoſe upon contemporar\ 
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of f. elt deception, protect them Dre men 


the i een of: e ee 
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eee ee "gs pee | 


8 ſuſpected as the inſtruments of an indirect 


deſign. To plan and conduct a forgery, in 

An affair however private and unimportant, has 
always been attended With difficulties, which 
call for no common ſhare of abilities to ſur- 
mount. Imagination cannot invent a circum- 
ſtantial detail ſo uniform and conſiſtent, but 
the eye 505 an ordinary critic can eaſily diſ- 
tinguiſh a hiſtory from 2 romance. But to 
write a fictitious account of conſiderable 
length, wich int ad preciſion, and 


r 
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orgery rough a ſeries of 


te negoüate 4 fe 


„ ds well as upon all the learned 
* nd, Oe, eee 


tho calle? 8 8 
ſyſtem of morality, as is co 
5 Goſpel; to give ſuch an ecwaordinary ac- 
count of the atis faction made ſor fin, and 
ne office of a mediator between God and! 
1 wan by a train of bs ha doctrines; to 
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feign the life and actions of the Meſſiah ſo 
.correſpondent to the ancient and ſeemingly 
| inconſiſtent prediftions of the Prophets, and 
0 the types of the Moſaic inſtitution, *{6ars 
above the ſublimeſt ſtretch 'of the Wit and 
Learning of che wiſeſt men on earth.” The 
ſyſtem of Chriſlianity, abſtracted from itz 
divinity, is more exaked and extenſive than 
any other ſyſtem in the world, natural, moral, 
or political. But who. were the writers of 
theſe books, in which this admirable tyſtem 
Is contained! * --Deſpiſed as imple and igno- 
rant, reproached as rude/and illiterate, men, 
| few 1 in number, out of the molt abject walk 
"of life, they were ſuffered to remain inſenſible 
of che nature of his Kingdom, whilſt theit 
b Maſter Was with them, who thaſt "the food ih 
| things of the word to confound the w viſe. Their 
2 narrative is plain, open, and undiſguiſed . 
ſimple, uniform, and conſiſtent; without any) 
Thadow of art, cunning, or contrivance. 
They dont conceal his poverty and mean 
condition, the contempt with which he Was 
treated, nor his ignominious death ; neither - 
5 ils 12 e their own a iſcondud, igho*® . 
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ty, and by ſufferings 
dete of Nazareth io ſpread it mid ang; ſalu · 
|  giferous Gay. over all che kingdoms of the 


clined, they we 
nature of the * for A "WT, * : 


IR 1 1 and wer + fiſh vie! * 
1 temporal grandeur. 5 
A fraud muſt have 1 e 1 or 
en in view; but the Evangeliſts and 
purely diſclaimed all temporal 


honour and advantage. Influenced by ne 


other motive than a deſire to inſiruct mankind 


in virtue and religion, they chearfully un- 


derwent all poſſible danger, difficulty, and in- 


| cyitable death, _ ſcaling the truth of che Goſ 


patience, : by; meekneſs, by, piety, ne lnc 
they reared the ſeep · 


ry point ol viewv, their Ile : 


F grity Bac. unimpeached..... Their proſpect 
| and reward wert in another world. and the: „ 


; overcame this by the power of God, as i 
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were aided and inſtructed by bis Spirit. 

But had they been ever ſo able 10 fog an | 
in, upon the world, or ever ſo in- 
e entirely prohibited by the 
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7 7 


no Alike iGo done in a 1 bo 
the moſt public, unconttoverted. and noted 
facts, which they wrote and publiſhed at or 
hear the time, and in the very place, in 
Which they were done. Theſe circumſtances 
are univerſally acknowledged to be the moſt 
infallible teſts of the fidelity of hiſtory, be. 
cauſe the writer challenges the public at large 
to atteſt the truth of what he advarices, r 
to contradict him, if they are able. Bede 


the ſelect Twelve, the Evangeliſts mention _ 


OE enty, whom the Li 2 ſent before his face into 
| ae uy and place, whither | himſelf ſhould. 


they not call upon theſe Seventy 1 


5 ee and witneſſes? They relate that 
Jeſus / miraculouſly fed four thouſand, and 
fue thouſand, and chat, after his reſurrection, | 


he W 8s ſeen of ive EET: at once; 5 and 8 | 


_ by this publicatior 


. of any publie Arnet they” Appel: "I \ 
Whole body of the ſpectators, And, had their 


e been ale, ay Mey vi have been 5 
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in queſtion, and Chriſtian churches were im- 
madiately founded on che baſis of theſe : 
faithful and unſuſpected narrations, Which 
are ſupported by more numerous and various 
witneſſes, than any other hiſtorical record in 


| the world. | Emiſſaries from theſe churches 


Preached the Religion of Jeſus throughout the 
greateſt part of the Roman Empire and eaſt- 


ern provinces, . converting thouſands every 


day; and it is impoſſible to imagine, that the 
2 wiſeſt and molt inquiſitive men in the world, 


who lived ſo near the times of its firſt publica- 


din, and who had it ſo much in their power, 
ad it been groundleſs, to detect and expoſe 
"the. fraud, ſhould ſuffer, themſelves to be 
blinded in an affair of the moſt NYT _ | 
intimate ann, e 


5 0 JS Gd i by 
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1 not only of the capacity and honeſty, but _ 
_ of the infallibility, « of the Evangelic penmen' 
is that the ſame. perſons, thus prepared une? | 
ä qualified to give a faithful narrat 
2 life and actions of, their ciyine onaſter, ere 


ive. of the 
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8 : - 1 8 witneſs both with hone, and. wonders, and 


|. divers miracles, and gifts of the Hoh Ghoſt. As. 
Jeſus Chriſt wrought | miracles and coretet | g 


| events by che Spirit of God, in cyidence of 
His Tupernatural authority; ; 10 were they 


empowered, by | the ſame Spirit, to perform 

milar miracles and to predict events, as aft _ 
evidence that chey faithfully and infallibly 5 

ſpoke and wrote what he did and taught, and 

chat they were divinely commiſſioned to finiſh Bs 

and complete his diſpenſation. oe Jhall re 

1 terve power, after that the Holy Get is come | 


upon you, and ye hall be witneſſes unto me, both 


7 in Jeruſalem, and m all Judea, and unto the Et 
1 witermoſt parts of the earth, He 7s the Spirit 35 


75 truth, and te ral bead. den ind at 5 


1 "ks may the Pe Fi world be 3 . 
that: all holy Scripture was: given by inſpiration of CT 
|  Ged, and chat it is to be wholly, univerſally, ; 
and implicitly believed and prafticed for le 
pech of its diſpenſers and their preaching were 
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not with the enticing. words 'of man's wiſdom, 5 : a 


but in tie demonſtration of the Spirit and of 5 
| power, that our faith might not land on the * Es 


aum men, * e . 
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prove, that the Chriſtian diſpenlation bi 
all the marks and characters of a divine Re- 
velation, having been accompanied through 


* 


a long ſeries of. ages, by an illuſtrious train 


12 


* 


ff ſupernatural Evidences, as Types, Prophe- 
5 Holy Script kures, 
Which this Revelation is recorded, are 
oſſelſed of all the moſt. indubitable evidence 


ony can. poſlib ly enjoy, and much 


* 1 


ſtron ger evidence than any. other teſtimony 


in the world, being as ancient as they pre- 
tend, being written by the very 1 men to who 
hey are afcribed, being genuine and un⸗ 


| corrupted—and ' That the Writers were com- 


petent witneſſes of what they have advanced; 
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HE preceding diſcourſes Ys ws 5 : = RE 
employed in opening the fon dation. 1 
and diſplaying the general of our Reli- 1 1 
gion; in explaining how malt 


* 


corrupted by the Uiſobedience | of Adem, 


7 
4 3. 


and 1 reltored by Jeſus Chit; in Teviewin =, 


Abele the Original Lae by dichargng 
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theſe truths are derived, and in evincing . b 
5 1 and eee . the | acred 

Fl,  Whar'preſems iel, next, mn te K 
ol this great argument, is to take a more 
leiſurely ſurvey of the triple Cow DIT IO 


to his obedience and death, conſtitutes the | 
Wee e the part of man. 
Without the performance of this condition, 
the Covenant of Grace will be reſcinded and 
abortive in its effects, the principal and 
meritorious part, which the Saviour hath 
: reins. wil become ples, the mona! 
| bes aa a e WY ka te 
al. ne obnoxious. to the. aggravated; pu- 
niſhment incurred by Eg, _ 
vent of works, Er 


„ 
vo B Y the 3 W 1 Ts. of the 
I "human. race for no leſs a conſideration 

than the price of his blood, Chriſt obtained a 
right to preſcribe the. terms of admiſſion to 
the privileges of redemption ; ; and; having . 


its 


* 


pls counsE 
as our zal and rightful Le 


Aa a New one of more 


of his divine authorith - 
| REIT - that/"bj-patient continuntize n e 
| | 's, Jeck for "tory, Rap gag and im. 8 5 


| . S ˙ ONE 
: but obey unrighteouſneſs, Wee, 
1 on every ſoul of man that doeth i. 

hi T0 ſuppoſe harman ſhould remain paſſive 


— 


ben would imply that che „ . 
Viol. = 8 e ee 


bo thoſe e kee, e Maron 3 
„ 10 his abilities ie ties and incumbent upon him for 7 = a 7 3 
5 thought It be an inviolable truth. ering Pk 
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Fant, Onzoince, od Ren TANCE, 


hy AY Be that helieveth on the 


15 Son hath gay e Wm believeth, 
the Sos Bal, not 


2 


overtures on the pitt of heaven impoſe up 
on us an enen ane to.” em- 


to give then the full aſſent an app 
of our minds. And thi s is no more than 
that the office of che difpenier of a revelation | 
_ obliges him to n _ he will depreci- 
his commiſhon and 


Wt * 


* 8 


5 A 5 


But this Celeſtial vir tue is Arti in 
ve lifeleſs aſſent to the truths of rehi- 
<5 them with a zealous and 


kewent elo, and rel in hem doit col 


” 


| fidence and/holy/4raſt, It is no 
iſe of the head, but is à vital and aclive 
principle which exerts irſelf in 
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ae audit we ontemplate its immediate ob- 
5 doctrines delivered i in the Goſpel, 
- Ser, gate” the authority that injoined 
them, we ſhall find a full perſuaſion of their 
law. Do we believe in God 2 We ſhall con- 
— * Wii reverence, and PAY. bim 


in the 5 2. "They, il | 
0 eee bane an adrguae motive 


| reſounded . e bang _ oy feeble 9 

to produce an uniform and un- 
| Obedience; and, Repentance is too 
painful 0 to be undergone ſor the ſake 
- of: mere undowered . virtue. They demand a 
a e o give them. life 


5 3 our a fears; 17 hol = 


out the rewards and terrors of religion. | Tt 
zs the glory of Faith that it worketh by love; 
and is diſtinguiſhed by its effects, as a tree 


buy its fruits, or a fountain by its ſtreams; and 


_ Whilſt, in part, it unveils the glory of the ce-· 
leſtial abode, it terminates in the practice 64 
| that virtue, which alone can conduct us to it. 


The virtue of Faith conſiſts i in a free and 


full perſuaſion of the truth os 'our holy Re- 
uous affent io 


ligion, in a voluntary and virtuou 
all thoſe ſupernatural dndbines: revealed in 
the holy Scriptures, out of Which the moſt 
eſſential 


he * 8 as 0 5 3 8 2 
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l Chriſtian. Faith. is cnoundED 5” 
a4 teſtimony of God revealed 0 men b 


= works. of nature and the operations of the 85 
mind, proſecuted by the acts and deductions on 
of Reaſon. Reaſon is the glory of our nas 
Wife the * ah the ag ſyſtem, and ; 8 
. VVV . 85 Fe 


8 * - 31 


rticles have been collected in former 
times; and arranged eee eee 1 
marxies, in the ＋ hree, Saves: * 2 neee 100 


"> 


Pe eg us Fe lam; 
upor Which thts operaes re et uncer- 


A e it ĩs not uncommonly 
and unſatisfactory. But it is the peculiar 
| glory of Eaith, that the knowledge, which it 
: Ha {2a reſts on a certain and infallible baſis, 
the teſlimony of Him, who is the God of 
nature, and the God of Reaſon, whoſe im- 
mortal eye penetrates, at one glance, throught 
all the Iabyrinths of time, and whoſe know- 
8 1205 pervades immediately through the regions | 
of ſpace. His knowledge and his veracity are 
he criierion of its truth. What we aſſent to 
from the conviction of Reaſon, we are ſaid 
do nor j what we aſſent to under the auſpice 
of Faith 5 we are ſaid to believe; This is the 
genuine diſtinction between Faith ard Science. 
One is from heavens the other is of mie 
earth; one is of God, the other is pecufiar 
to: men. beer which 1 45" revealed” in the 


, * 


4 75 rance; or ths ah 85 
tain, infallible, and e iat bar 1 
| might not fland on te oi men, but in the 


| by an extenſive train of h 
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Scri Ptures, whoſe divine extraftion is evinced _ 
nat teſtimony; 1 


we mult call in Reafon'to a fublimeſt 


lies beyond the line of Reaſon, yet it 5 | 
the province of Reafon to 
cognizance of Revelation. Thus, by. 
1 9 dhe e or . Goſpel, 


efforts in clearing the way to the foundation. 


of Faith. However divine its origin, ho-C. 
ever myſtical and. ſublime its nature, the 
85 Chriſtian Religion applies itlel to our ra- 
g | tional faculties, challenges their inveſtigation, 4 8 e 
and ſolicits their alfent. Thougl the Pro, 2 — 2 | 
wince of Revelation i is to inform us of, 3232 
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at ſerious attention its ſublimity and. divi 
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the petal. Chriſtian -is: convinced. chat „ 
came from. heaven. Ile believes the bible, 
aher. : nor becauſe it contains the abies 


5 s, but bec: auſe it convinces. | bis hier 

53 landing. This i is Bs Whoſe. gry it is, chat 
af; the e that 45 3 N 
Though Reaſon can never a to! 8 the 
companion of Religion, ſhe is its moſt uſeful 
ſriend and hand maid. But, when ſhe enters 
into its ſervice, let her contemplate 1 


75 7 
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extraction. Let her conſider, that, however 
| the may. be the glory of man, ſhe is herſelf 
no more than human and let, her tread. on 
hallowed ground. with humble and cautious 
ſlep. By attending to the nature of Religion. 
ſhe will learn how far her alſiſtance will be 


| uſeful, and where her operations ought 5 


: flop. Here let her draw the line, and at her 
peril dare to. paſs it, —Religion i is che i imme · 


2» diate. offspring of heaven; ; its nature is divine, 3 


and ſingular. With its nature and doctrines 


2M buwan Feafon has no concern. N io ac- 
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acquieſce in reverential ſilence. - Its fins | 
gularity, alſo, excludes experier 


foundation on which ſhe 
operations. What can ſhe fin 
paſs of nature to compare it with; in 


do judge and to reſolve? All thoſe: regions of 0 
| knowledge which are placed on the ſide f 


ee e are forbidden eee 5 he 


eternal. 3 to be ae .of eee 5 
ct, and the rule of our Faith. Let Reaſon ” 


| hen and by 
= hom 5 che meren "hooks: were written 


content herſelf to enquire 


in and -uncor7 


| es e of thoſe whoſe names they. | 
bea Whether the writers had a full Eno w- 


„ age l were competent judges, of the 


aal which" Weber their in- 


| evidences, which they nbd are ſuffici- 


3 


| ther chey prove the Doctrines 
port to be ſealed by ſupreme h 


: : laſtly, let her inveſtigate the true and aii 5 : 


5 meaning of theſe e ſacredrecords, by comparing 
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| phraſes with phraſes, paſſages with pallages, 


and: profane with ſacred writings of the ſame 


date. Wich conſcious fallihility, ſhe may 
deduce the expedi 5 


nce of Revelation from the 
nee PAC eee and from the attri- 
of Cod; the may illuſtrate the œcono- 


my of the divine pres by arguments 


a 2N of device Fav rejoice : 


eaſes. leads us through.the. 


* teſtimony divine and human to the templa 
- SIR * di us on 


he nen e | 
1 „ 8 
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eh ves us under her auſpice, 0 r e 
y her voice, ſhe will conduct us ſafely — 
as hes ble fountain of happineſs and life. 
Though the credentials of Faith are amenable 
to an earthly tribunal, yet, when Akt 
once adjuſted, ſhe foars above the higheſt 
ſtreich of Reaſon in certainty; in ſublimity, _ 
5 2 in mow Men extends our RO 
an enlivening view into _— PINKY fe Aa future 
world; and though her er objects be denied 
che intercourſe of our 1 becauſe too 
big for our capacities to compre lend, yet 
are they determined as to h © reaiy, _ 
. will be certain in the event. ©; | 
St. Paul defines Faith" 10 4s mY 
flanct of things "hoped" for, . evidente ß, 
Abr dor ſake int ene bps F 
Amed, can we have of things not ſcen? „ 


* 8 


FS experien The affurance of the 
1 infallible" c God >, ſarely, ſufficient evidence, . 
far abo! chat f ferrſe, or experience. "Wes | 

cabiliry of a TRIO mid Wines 
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tivate che wiſhes, to.intereſt;the- hopes, and 
to.influence the: whole. conſtitution 


his ſublimeſt l conceptions ofthe Deiy 
and coincide with all his attributes? When 
he contemplates the nature of God pant his 
own depraved condition, on the leaſt notion 
ol ſuch an expedient as Redemption, how 
ardently would he wiſh, how fervently hope, 
that it is true! But when he is made ac- 
quainted with the whole plan by which- it 
was conducted, and the illuſtrious ſeries of 
connected truths, by Which it Was brought : 
to a happy iſſue, how greatly will he rejoice, 
how ſolemnly. reverence, how effectually 
approve ! When he finds the Ahriſtian Re - 
| a upon a. nearer inſpection, to be holy 
and benevolent as the God that gave it, pure 
| and exalted as the heaven from whence i: 
came; when he beholds it adminiſtering F 
| EY el 8 NAN want, an object to every ex 
| pectation, and à cure to every. — 
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whe he feels Very, terror th op ever 
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heart, the love of his God, and his good- 5 N = 1 
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will to men, its myſteries exalting bis: reve- 
rence, his devotion, his; deſire of heaven, an 
Ys dofirines giving him polleſion-of mfH ß 
human fleſh - refrain” from 
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told eit could not lie. 

S nt R nl I. 60 wa 5 e 
— Fart: is to be conſidered as ue epung 
of Him, whoſe ways are fur above our ways, 
and ue thoughts are fur above our thoughts ; 
ſo that the Mys TEAIES of Revelation, whoſe 
office is indeed to inform us of what lies out 
2 the ae eee Human combing Ag can we 
Loop b eren And kilkdae deu a. 
 Fhough' its foot hath condeſcended to touch 
the earth, its head reaches above the See 
And finceè its objects lie beyond the precincts 
of chis viſible world, can we wonde er 4 
mortal eye ſhould fee chem only as through 
4 glaſi darkly? © We are appointed, in this 
 terreſtriat ater Beg walk by Faith and not by 

. r the auſpice of ſuch an in- 
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purged eye mend objets will ſhine out ini 
all their native'fplendour!:/ ! a N 


But ſo ar kram impeding the aeg 0 
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5 ee eee . . Habs | 


nder his feet. He made darkneſs hit ſecret 
= place 2- hits pavillion round about iim with" dark 
waters and thict clou 
5 hidden go at of her truths,” R 


of a ſplendid loud; which 


reverence though it intercepts our fight, £ the 1 F 


: pours down her bleſſings upon us. She 
calls to Reaſoi „and commands her to ullier 


| : ner e the world, but bids her keep 
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councils # Deſi not, Vain; : at * | vt 


3 As is et, * here, . 


_ and to Kindle a deſire of immortality. here. 


aſter, but noi fo much as! to engroſs all thy 
attention, and 46. render hee neglective of the | 


LIES 


duties of liſe that he hath. youchſafcd to 

ok much, and ory gonceal no leſs... 
But Ay © do we fumble at the : myſteries 
Tn of 


; hs A: 
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Well us rat) which" 3 


2 paſs, we are loſt in more that 


darkneſs, With much labour we cultivate 7 2 | 


2 i. ubridgeh n ee een 435 
10 all hurnhzh end tries in mud, . Mi 


Adiſtant acquaintance with ſenſible. qbjects. ; 


ts and, from experimental obſervations on the ; 
powers and affections of things, derive ſome 
” general laws, perhaps of. important ſervice | 


to human life ; ; but as to the eſſence of ON 
their nature, fo long as we are mortal, We 


muſt be content to remain ignorant. From 5 
the formation of a mite to the conſtivation 
| of the human ſoul, is an ocean of myſtery: | 


- Let both Rene Wc Faith be content to 4 
5 move within the limits aſſigned them by _ 
IG Omniſcience. As the one will conduct 5 _—_ 
= with propriety and } honour through this life, 


. ls n dae w Nag when we 


y to glory and 
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JF "RD" + 9 Eo br 3 7 ES 3 2 9 
33S: . * . 


4 


= 1 3 
A 
X.2# © 


. 44 
jj 
SL 
Sy 
was 
wah? 
7: 
N 

3 
LS . 
2 
6 
" 
— 
» 
— 


$65 
3 


# 
fw po  eO E en ntrwigd 
88 a E 20 ee ee K ts 77... i R. 23 S, k 3 
0 8 e . buy 5 6 5 
he od _ - : = o 
J a 7 4 
0 0 5 £ , 
5 VT * Y 122 . 
i 4 * q 2 15 1 . FF; L J 4 N 2 3a 2&7 * X Ripe Y 0 
1 Þ 8 1 « 1 3 * _ 2 
F . 11 8 145 
5 \ * q 
8 4 1 * ; : * 4 1 + Sy, 00 | 
ray + 5 ; 12 he as 8. as 
ieee. 11 
* 2 + 4 ' i 0 3 aged 
» * 
7 857 N 8 x” is 
; VER is ies . * IN os ng "£4 & FE 5 IE As. 
„ 8 8 * * EEE 1 x 3 
* oo * one, So 
4 x 
* 3 } try 5 8 1 > 4 ” ; F 2 5 
*. 3 1 F 05 £ . ww 5 5 5 4 2 10 * 3 ; I | p 5 
Eee, In | 
- 


' LTHO GH, ; in 2 Tublimity, 1 


„ 
e hg 2A 


1 and i in Power, . Faith 10 ths the ae 

: ok. Science, i n the 5 che Know- | 
=; of God is och to that ol men; Jet 5 
dhe Means, by which we arriye at the pin. 
ciples of Science, are more direcliy dee 1 

than thoſe, by which we, of theſe remoter _ 

; ages, climb up to the Foundation of Faith: 5 s 
for, whilſt the principles of the former are in- Tb 
= veſligated by our immedi te. enſed in experi- | e 

. mental obſervations, we advance. to the 5 OS 
grounds of the latter, only through. „„ 
BE t mmony of others. This teſtimony wy. 5 5 
Dy | however, be. fo ſtrongly authenticated, a. 
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alley, wa gy and 
_ da degree of 
. certainty, ping ie palpable, yet as ſatis- 
factory, as the evidence of ſenſe. A numerous 
and extenſive gradation marks the the ſcale | 
of evidence, the refulgent light of 

ocular Demonſtration to the fainteſt glimmer⸗ 
ings of Probability; and however the in- 
quiſitiye Petulance of ſome SAP. Never. reſt 


48: As 8. as 


| contented unileſs they dimb up to the con- 
8 of demgnftration for the proof” of e. 


„ ST 
5” 


| ry queltion, 1s an honour, due to the | 
| EL and at i inguirer, that he tha K. | 
: fully acquicſcss i in ſuch evidence as is ſu Reient | 
10 challenge his alſent, in ſuch as is adapted 
| to the purpoſe, and in fuch a as is ſujted to the 
. nature and genus. of his ſubject. Let us Ex 


mine whether the fpecies 05 evidence which 

attends the diſpenſation f the. Te 

be poſſeſſed, of theſe high port 
qualities. ; 5 _ 2 
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5 | 3.” Too many : are © Eiſpoled."v to murmur 
# F x 1 of ingratitude and difcontent, 
| that in the important affair 'of religion they 

r 1 the evidence 10 ſenſe W Wa 
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buch to the: immediate diſciples” Me 
our Lord. This, it is greatly to be feared, 
is only the effect of a vitiated and 4 corrupt | 
heart. Have they not Moſes and the Pro- 
Pheis ? Have they not the Evangelifts and 
 Apoltles'? Have they not the tively oratles 
of God; as powerful and convincing as wing 
-4 - witneſſes Have they not the clear and 


: concurrent teſtimony of all he tote ah” N | 


5 2 es, the atteſtations of friends and enemies, 2 . 


to confirm their truth and authenticity 2 


Have they not the evidences, the OY 1 5 4 


the economy, of our religion ta anvaſſed and 
| examined by learned men, and exhibited 10. 


view in one eee and ; connedted PRs 8 


evidence 571 its immenſe utility; its vital purity,” | 


and its -univerſal excellence? In a word, 
ie numerous branches ol teſt nony ene 
i | eee in 'the an of | 


"of rational con- 
wn upon us through all. 

thering ſtrength the 
ev from the bonn bead. 
ether in one c e ah: form 
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auch a body of evidence, as no other teſti- 


mony in the world. al this be INSUFFI- 
CIENT to enforce i 


onviction, the evidence of 
| ſenſe would be afforded them in vain; and, 
+ ply the words of our Lord, who hath 


MY us a parable to illuſtrate this unhappy 


truth. 1f they believe not Moſes and the Prophets, 
voither wil Argh te a t ns roſe 
oo hs 83 V 
ae PURPOSE of the Chriſtiar Reli- 
gion, mz was not given to one gener 
onby, but Which was deſtined to be the light 


which Ac every MO re cometh. into the 


FT 
means, under the eſpecial ſuperintendence of 
heaven. Had the ſupernatural. means * 


continued to be repeated to men's ſenſes for a 


5 ſcries OC A ee have given them 


of natural events, they | 


e en have NOS, 
and have + pay inc 3 . 1 rec 


Sz 
* * 3 * 
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f the tho when, as we ſee corn ſpring from the fur- 
row, we ſhould accor 


his Apoſtles would dwindle inte 


occurrences. Even Prophecies, Which are 
culated to travel with our 
eligion from age to age, by being predicted 


Nt 


fo admirably cal 


and fulfilled on every occaſion the infidel 


2s of the paſt and preſent. But, by with- 


doctrine, of Chriſt confirmed with 
Hy ove: thee: force of pov ON in ali 
5 >” 2.5 2 | 


e at all. Did we ſee bollies riſe FR 


count for ſimilar ellects from 
ſimilar cauſes; and, by being common and 
familiar, all the mighty works of Jeſus _ 


Ut res pane would loſe their atteſting - 
power; for we ſhould conſider the know- : 
A of the future almoſt as eſſential to us 


ig the divine evidences by which the 
_ Goſpel was planted,” and by leaving its pro- 
2 pagation and ſucceſs to the conduct of human 
means, the intelligent hand of Providence 1 
gives them all their force to the lateſt po- 
. ſterity; for by that ſolid and corroborated 5 
teſtim ny” which accompanies his religion, 
we are, as it were, tranſplanted into the place 
of thoſe who ſaw the er and heard the 
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advanced; for traditional truths, if important 
and well- atteſted, ſo far from being weakened 
6 by repetition, are ſtrengthened and confirmed; 
and whatever weight their credit loſes by 
diſtance g ol time, is more than recovered by 
the bulk and magnitude to Which it increaſes 
in its courſe. Thus are all the treaſures. of 
of our divine religion calculated to flow pure 
and unimpaired to the remoteſt ages. Short- 
fighted mortals! ſuppreſs your murmuring, 
contemplate and adore the ways of heaven, 
and reſt aſſured, that whatever it decrees i is 
the wiſeſt and the beſl. TT, | 
But, though the pu oe of. ciclo 
ſhine upon us with as convincing luſtre, as 
they did on the immediate witneſſes, on 
account of the extenſive medium of human 
tradition through which they have to pals, 
more difficulties lie i in our way to the rational 
foundation of Faith. Their conviction flowed 
immediately from cheir ſenſes without labour 
or ſtudious reſearch. No learning was re- 
quired, no abilities to be exerted, Wich us -- 
the caſe i is different. By tedious and cautious | 
ſteps, we are obliged to tread back the ſacred 


road, to travel ee the annals of Europe 


and 
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whites Aſia, and to durmbir nt the defiles 
thrown acroſs our way by infidelity, before 
we arrive at the living fountain which flows | 
from Sion's hill. Hence the importance, and 

the honour, of the ſtudy of Divinity. Hence 


mos neceſſty, that a ſelett body of men ſhould © 


be conſecrated to the ſervice of religion, and 
| appointed with ſuch temporal emoluments; 5 
as may enable them to devote their time, f 
learning, and abilities, to this moſt important 
of all inquiries. The primary evidences of | 
our holy religion are by no means diſpenſed 
with a parſimonious hand; and the ſecondary | 
evidences, namely thoſe of teſtimony, are 
ſtill more various and extenſive,” and lie 
diſperſed through diſtant regions of time 5 
and place. To collect the former into „ 
regular ſyſtem, ſo as to deduce their joint and 


accumulated force; and to arrange the latter 


| into a connected ſeries, ſo that the chain of 
teſtimony may be uniform and complete, > 
calls for the joint application. of labour, 
learning, and ingenuity, and, above all, for 
| the 'exertions of a virtuous and pious ; heart. 
And it is no way inconſiſtent with that hu-⸗ 

ity, which is a leading feature of the 
e . „„ religion 
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religion we profeſs, to contemplate the uſe and 
che dignity of this ſacred Order in the ſcale of 
- ſociety, which is appointed, by more than 
human authority, to enforce its evidences, to 
inculcate its principles, and to ee the 
eternal intereſts of men —A work, which 
obſcures the praiſe of pattiots and heroes, as 
much as the ' endleſs felicity of an immortal 
ſpirit outweighs every advantage that can 
_ __ accrue to any number of men, DA 
the fleeting periods of time. 
Under whatever diſadvantages we Se e 


5 moter ages may be ſaid to labour, they are more 


than repaid by the numerous advantages we 


enjoy above the primitive witneſſes. Conſi- 


der the many inveterate prejudices they had 
io combat in their own breaſts. Reflect on 
the difficulties they had to conquer from 
without. Read the hiſtory of the firſt pro- 
| Pagation of the Goſpel, which was to the 
eus a ſlunibling- bloct and lo the Greets fooliſh- 
nei, and be thankful: that you live in an 
they bled. We are nurſed in the foſtering 
boſom of che Church, and educated under 
— maternal care, We have their invalu- 
able 


DISCOURSE v. 259 


Ale recorils, the fraits of itheir-labours/and 
of their celeſtial intercourſe, for our inſtruct- 
ion, and their examples for our encourage: 


ment; and we enjoy all the advantages of | 
learning, leiſure; and emolument, to facilitate 


our reſearches. - Surely, with all this aſſiſt- 
| ance, it is no mighty hardſhip that we are 
7 obliged 10 travel up the ſacted way to the 
fountain of immortality and life. Hoy can 
me faculties: of man be more e em- 
5 3 or on ſublimer ſubjects | . 
As it is impoſſihle the inhabitants 5 cvery 


a and nation ſhould enjoy the evidence f 


an ocular demonſtration. let it he our glory io 
| eſtabliſh our Faith on the authentic teſtimony . 


of thoſe, who. did, humbly hoping, that he 
greater piety, aſſiduity, and humility, whe 
ve exert in our religions/inyeſtigations;. the 
more abundant will be our reward. + 5 


becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed; 


| bleſſed are. they that have not ſeen, and yet have 
believed; When we hear 2 Rleſnng. prs. . 
: — with a peculiar . 
5 5 grounded on thoſe VETY. eir- 
ANCEL in which 0. are ping, how ; 


1 


| ee . a He maths; of Jeſus, 
. rejected his doctrines and aſcribed his works 
to Beelaebub, whilſt we, in theſe diſtant ages, 


* ns COURS * v. 
Wen tiofe 


ground our Faith on the teſtimony of others 
with firmeſt confidence, this will;doubtleſs, at 
a future day, redound to their misfortune and 


through faith; unto ſalvation ready to be revealed 
inthe laſt time. Wherein wwe 6 reatly rejoice, 


that the trial of our faith, being much more 
precious than f gold that periſueth | though 
it be tried: with tre, may be found unto praiſe, 
5 d e e aeg "fy ow * 
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_ nah! - Such are he Means of Faith, which 


the hand of Providence holds ou io us, and 
ch. it —— future 
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Here it polſible for our religion to be, ah 


accompanied with a ſuperior evidence, this 


would be in danger of deſtroying” the 


ature: of our Faith. By the joint opera- 


tion of his reaſon, his lberty, and virtue, 


man is conſtituted a moral agent, reſponſible | 


for his conduct. The Chriſtian Religion 
aſſumes him as ſuch, and calls upon 
him to bear a counterpart in the work of 
his ſalvation. Were it enforced by a de- 
monſtrative evidence, it would filence his 
reaſon by compelling his aſſent, diſqualify 
his liberty, and defeat his virtue, and could 
not poſſibly be the object of that Faith, 


every virtue, and to give ſcope and opera- 


tion to the whole moral ſyſtem. But let its 
evidence be of an inferior ſort} ſuck as may 
 folieit the inveſtigation of reaſon, and ſatisfy 

it after a humble and virtuous enquiry, the 
wil hen all its prerogatives, will come into 
action, and every virtuous affection will be 1 
| Uiſpl: gods „Man's attention will be excited, 


which delights, above all things, to be ſeatedd“ 
in dhe underſtanding, to be the ſource “ 


* 5 * 
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ntelleQual 8 will 
ves a foes and full exertion. _ 
Thus it is evermore the ns of our EY 
gion that it is both a willing and a reaſonable 
fervice,- which idea is farther ſupported by 
the particular x ius of the Goſpel - diſpenſ- 
ation. Our Lord, could, doubtleſs, have en- 
forced his doctrines with ſuch overpowering 
evidence, as even to have taken from the 
Jews their unbelieving hearts; but, from his 
general conduct, he ſeems to have been more 
anxious to excite the attention, to kindle the 
_defires, to move the virtuous affections, and 
bas invite the humble e of the 


willing and well- diſpoſed. s parables 


*Avere- dmirably adapted to 0 purpoſe; 
for, by couching under them his heaven- 
| inſtructed doctrines, they were addreſſed with 
ſucceſs only to the tractable. diſpoſitions of 
fuch of his hearers, as were worthy to receive, 
and willing to improve, them; but to others, 


that hearing they might hear, and not perceive, 


and ſeeing they might ſee, and not underſtand. 
We may hence infer, that, however ſatisfactory 
to the diligent and - virtuous inquirer, the 
© mm paar of the Chriſtian . Religion were 
| * ; „ t 5 never 
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never intended to ſhine with ſuch irreſiſtible 
force, as to convince thoſe, whofe W 
| A to love een en an 8 


we 5 1 terms 1 our due 
are promulged with all that e\ 5 1 
its any Author hath. deemed: peepter 


and ſufficient for our conviction, Whether We 


mal accept, or whether we ſhall reject, 
them, is not a matter of indifference leſt to the 


of Heaven hath projected a plan from the 


foundation of the world, and carried it 
through a number of ſucceſſive ſtages, by the 7 
intervention of his Prophets and the mini: 
ſtration of his Angels, to its final conſums* 
mation in his Son; after he hath ſealed its 

divinity by the public atteſtation of ſtupend- 
. ous miracles, under the direction of 
_ Holy e and, by the interpo- 
ſition of his Providence, hath. tranſmitted -.. 


the moſi authentic and infallible records of it tio Ro . 


theſe diſtant ages; think not that this auguſt 
diſpenſation is to be rendered uſeleſs and 
abortive by the caprice, che obſtinacy, or 


inad ertency of men. No: To whom- 


0 3 NE ſoeyer 


whe 
— 


_ that Goſpel wa he Py or POD for he 
iat Tejefieth me, and heareth not my words, 
faith the Lord, hath- one that judgeth him : 
7 he 2 n 7 have ous, "the "hg _ 
8 To ay up Is hee | Faith; is ws Gt 
and fundamental part of the Condition of 
the Goſpel-Covenant—Irt is grounded on the 
May of God revealed to men, and ex- 
tends to divine and celeſtial objects;  whil 
human knowledge reſts on the mat of 
lenſe and reaſon, and is confined to human 
nnd earthly things; yet are the grounds of 
by Faith ſubject to the cognizance of Reaſon 
Wich the Myſteries of Religion we have no 
concern, but merely to believe; they are no 3 
bar to the operation of our Faith. 
| The Means through which we advance to the 
grounds of Faith, is the evidence of human 
teſtimony— Which is abundantly ſufficient io 


determine an ingenuous mind hich is alone 


| adapted to the purpoſe of eee gere _— 1 
"or. - ſeries E time — and Which is both 


adapted to he natiire of our Faith and 


ee by 1525 an of che Goſpel, 
2 And 


Ke — —— * 
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| © the. virtue: of Faith. Abo ve all, what divine 
lupport and conſolation does it adminiſter 


to. the Soul! When ſhe is oppreſſed by be 
cares, and ſtung by the arrows, of the world. 


Faith can infuſe an aſſuaging and a healing 
| balſam. Weighed down by che ſeverity of 


pain, affliction, .and diſeaſe, ſhe looks up to | 
When that hody, Dy 
which once gloried in its vigour and 
beauty, is enfeebled and defaced, when the 
bri ight ſcenes of life Are. diveſted ol their ga- > 
iety and become. dull and. chearleſs, when 
they put off the drapery. of youth to. take 
1er coat of. Age; oy under all theſe 


Faith as her deliverer, 


the win 
tempory decays and dreary proſp | 


Faith can ſupport the falling fabric and the | 


feeble knee, by directing us to look forward 


to a diſtant country, where brighter ſcenes | 
Vill open, and perpetual youth enſue. Rall- 


ed e * world upon the impregnable 1 
. 5 „ 00 8 
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rock of Faith, the Saul; los 8 Sd 
indifference on the variable tumultuous. tide 
of human things, and, in venerable dignity, 
| ſtands unruffled by the ſtorms and tempeſts 
which diſturb this viſionary ſcene. Without 
faith ſhe is - doubtful, bewildered, - per- 
plexed, unhappy. By Faith her doubts are 
all removed, her̃ Gore are all diſpelled, her 
deſires are all awakened, her hopes are all 
confirmed: In her laſt and ſevereſt conflict 
with human nature, when ſhe languiſhes 
- amidſt the ruins of her falling habitation, 
Faith is her ſhield and buckler, her iron pillar 
and her wall of braſs. And when ſhe ſtands 
upon the brink of the vaſt ocean of 
"eternity, without turning her eye to leave 
one lingering wiſh behind, the is looſed as 
à ſhip from her cables, repoſing all her conſi · 
_ dence on Faith, as an infallible pilot to ſteer 
her into the harbour on OOTY into 1 we 
- G7 _ | 


| Foo, whoſe WY: ether; FR FRAY 
che coldneſs or inhumanity of whoſe hearts, 
or whatever cauſe, excludes the virtue of 
| ro pd who! reject he truths of the 
| „„ _ | 


7 1 8 ©: OUR s * 
Fe a pretence that they are contrar 


to your reaſon and above your underſtanding, 5 5 


pauſe a moment to reflect Whether you have 
made a right uſe of that reaſon and under- 


ſtanding. Have you, inſtead of meddling 
with what it was never intended you ſhould 
know, laid the evidences of a divine Revela- 
tion before you in one collective view, and 


deduced the general argument 2 Have 
you conſidered the vaſt chain of pro- 


Pheſies, and the ſtupendous miracles by 
' which it is ſupported, the amazing progreſs of 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, and the illuſtrious 


ſociety of ſaints and martyrs who died to at- 


teſt its truth? Have you contemplated. the . 
5 ſublimity of its doctrines, the purity of its pre- ** 
cepts, and the perfect ſanctity of its Author? 


Have you canvaſſed che pretentions of thoſe 


Sctiptures by which i it is tranſmitted to you, 


their antiquity, authenticity, and integrity s 2 


| Have you rum through the annals of Europe, 
and traced back the hiſtory of the Church 2. 


; You who. ignorantiy demand, in every age, 
the evidence of your ſenſes to convince you, 
= have you thoroughly weighed the evidence 


no a Fes 1 * 
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| Have you. applied for the afliſta e of wiſe 
and learned men, and wiſhed 1 to be helped to 
proper books? Have you read the _— 
of Cheiſtianiry: as well as the attacks upon 
it; and, when you had drank the deadly 
poiſon, did you take care to apply the anti- 
dote ? In ſhort, have you done all chat was 
i your Pore: with a fincere and honeſt 
intent? If you can alk your heart all theſe 
queſtions, and anſwer them truly in the 
affirmative,” there is little danger of dy- 
ing within the gloomy pale of infidelity. 
Or: Do you vainly perſuade yourſelves that 


u will be protected from the terrors of 
. another world by the barrier of wilful igno- 


rance, which you are at ſo much pains to 
_ ered againſt them.—You ſceptic, you free- - 
thinker, you minute philoſopher, you liber- 
tine, you profane jeſter, you infidel of every 5 
denomination, in a word, you who are 
againſt the Goſpel, becauſe its purity, and pu- 
niſhments are againſt you, take courage and 
acquit yourſelves as meh. - Dare to look 
through the cloud of vice, and vanity, and 
folly, by which conviction is ſhut out, 
I,” wr” ou ght/t ts 285 born down the 
5 5 | 2 dran f 
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e er life,” whoſe Brit 


Ks ade en — 
wenn "pleaſures, ald pech and _ "ive Ts 
ak elf your lebarzy, "hull en P 
orward, before vo are irrecoverably Twept 
"Its! che dead ſea. Your ſdlvation is an 
affair? of no trifſing concern ; it demands 
ſerioliſneſs and attention. In ydur religious 
enquiries, therefore, be fober; be candid," be 
impartial. Diveſt yourſelves of paſſion; 
prejudice, and every evil affectio. Re- 
ject the world and the world's law. Retire 
into yourſelves: Confult the heart: Apß- 
peal to the confcience; 5 They will guide f 
you more infallibly than the head alone: 
And remember, that if you remain obſtinate . 
againſt teaſonable conviction, if you V 
c fully, after that) you have received ſufficient know=. TE | 
ledge of the truti there remains no more 1 
ſacrifice for ſe n, but a fearful. looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which Hall 
devour the adverſaries, ES | 
T0 behold an oppoſite character tae 
the facred auſpice of a rational faith, with an 
Ennobled and invigorated mind, with an hu- 
| iy clara: of his 8 with = 
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with his blood, canc 
merited eternal redemption, 
an abſolute and uncontrevertet 
is the captain of our | 
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5 Though Fuith be the fundamental part 
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of equal authority, and equally eſſential ta 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem; ſor, as the former is 
the only genuine ſtack from which the latter 
can ſpring to any  ſalutary purpoſe, ſo, with- 
out the latter, the former is devoted to lie 
dormant in the ground, It is the glory of 
Faith, that it iſſue in goodneſs, and operate 
in che conduct of a holy life; and Obedience 
derives its value from the religious principle 
from which it ſprings. Faith is the root, 
Works are the branches; and as the branches 
cannot grow or bloſſom without the root. 
ſo neither can the root bear fruit without the 
branches. They muſt both grow. together, 
in order that they may flourith | ropether, ” 
and advance hand in hand to the ſummit of 
perfection. In a word, as in the human 
compoſition; the ſoul and body make 5 
285 individual perſon, ſo in the economy. of re- 
ligion, Faith and Righteouſneſs make one 
ene vi e The FH Chriſtian. . Faith 
themſelves _ anly put us in poſſeſſion of. 
this illuſtrative compariſon, but farther pro- 
Hounce, that, as the body, without the Spirit is 
llegd, 45 Fa e t is MAY: b. 
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b us, firft, conſider of what OBEDIENSE 
conſiſts; and how it ſhould be qualified; 
ſecondly, how it tends to raiſe and reſine our 
nature ; and, thirdly, we will: endeavour tg 


- Prot ſome. e . f that have nee 


4 'To eſtabliſh moral ph” was F a princh, 
pal object in the contemplation oft the founder. 
of our religion. To this all. his dodtrines,, 
precepts, and inſtitutions immediately | ſubſerve, 
It is the natural law written in our hearts, 


. Which Was ſeconded by the Almighty f In, al 


his revelations to mankind, and of Which the 
Ten Commandment; : are 2 beautiful and com- : 
| pendiou ſummary. . is of univerſal and 
| unchangeable obligation; : and our Saviour, | 
in whom all religious diſpenſations were 
completed, re: enacted it by his ſupreme au- 
thorlty, Ls te its bounds, and 11 is, 
| dition off he "Covenant 50 E „ 
0 believe, abſtrafledly conſidered, is an 5 
5 act Which | flows ſpontaneouſly from "the. | 
mind, in conſequence « of a train of evidence 
well conſidered” and judiciouſly applied; but 
10 28 is el Wi greater difficulties, * 
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and requires more 2 and more Paid 
eee "THe" Obedience of a Chriſt- 
ian p es the whole tenor oſ his life. 
In it, every thought and action, are more 
or leſs involved. It branc e inte a num 
ber of obligations to his God—to his 
227 Neighbour and to Himſelf, In regard o 
_ God, he i is commanded to love, to fear, 10 
ſerve, to honour, him, and to tender a con- 
fant tribute of holy worſhip. In regard to 
| his neighbour, he is to be juſt, kind, courte- 
Qus, tender-hearted, merciful, to viſit the fa- 
therleſs and widow in their affliction, to ſup- 
ply the indigent, and to let the ſtreams of his 
beneficence flow to all the human race, In 5 
relation to himſelf, he is to be ſober, tempe- 
Tate, chaſte, and humble, to reſtrain the 
; exorbitancy of paſſion, to ſet his affections on 
. things above, and to keep himſelf, unſpotted 
from the | world. All theſe duties are mi- 
nutely enforced in ine ſermons and con- 


verſations of our Lord. and lie diſperſed 


. through every part of the New. Teſtament. | 
They are love, peace, piety, integrity, honeſty, 
patience, temperance, forgiveneſs, with eyc- 
ry kind. of. BOSE virtue that is, or can be 
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nam 10 FP 1 to that high point ** 
does the Goſpel carry the obligation of the 
moral law, that it commands us fo love dur 
enemies, to do good to them thab hate ul, to. pray 
or them. that deſpitefully ſe and perſecuis us, 
and to widen the ſphere of our. benevolence 
to its fartheſt limits. This collective body of 
_ evangelical. graces is comprehended under 5 
the common name of CHARIT V, and ĩis gene- 
ral law is, i en a5 wah lac) 
_ do unto us. e nies; dels 
-:Fheſe are the 3 wb the Goſpel de 
end for the conduct of Chriſtian -» lif 
And, as Example is of more popular id. 


"tice; ecaufe k Mak es i its Ae ao dre 
and calls upon chat imitative faculty Which is 
ever active in the conſtitutiom of man, and 
which is the eaſieſt and moſt natural mean 
of tranſplanting wide UNS... the, bean our 
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Placed, in all the ' diverſity. of el wie to 

act our deciſive parts, and to difcharge al 
the duties of religion as their occaſions may 
* If we neglect to perform them in 
a ſincere and honeſt heart, by breaking our 
wa of the holy Covenant, we forfeit our 
elaim to that high reward which is promiſed 
on the part of heaven. And, if the Covenant 
be ſubject to be refcitided by the omiſſion of 
theſe duties, what conſequence may we ex- 
pect to enſue from committing: thoſe ſeveral 
vices and enormities which ſtand oppoſed tb 
chem? This will be to throw a double 
weight into the balance of iniquity, and io 
turn the ſcale of infinite juſtice irrecoverahly 
-ugainſt us; for lie that committeth in is of. the 
FFF 


: . 


. HE Koda of: 4 Golpel a are 1 
-#ohs and extenſive,” and that our Obedi- 
n may afcetid with the qualifications of an 

acceptable ſacrifice, it muſt be (univerſal, 
Panne am equal reſpect to all. For though 
the omiſſiom or the VIOle | of ſome: duties 
incum more guilt as the omiſſion: or wola- 
= 2 - 


n 


s, and will. chi FR down 
£ T OE! es the criminality: of 


- 


; thei Ir mene rg as by che dontemps 


which they betray of the divine authority, 75 


And ſince every the minuteſt precept was in- 


joined by Chriſt, the wilful breach or neg- 
lect of it is an aggravated ſin. An habitual 
omiſſion, there « efote, of one Goſpel- duty, or b 


à deliberate indulgence of one favourite 
vice, as it is to inſult the face of heaven by 
a repeated dehianee+ of its great inhabit- 


ant, ſo it will draw over us that condemn 


mn which: our ſtricteſt obſervance of every 
5 — ll - keep the whole law, and thus 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all -he is 

| guilty of violating the authority by Which 
all was enacted: For he that ſaid, do 


not commit adultery, ſaid alſo, do not 4 


now. if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou 


ill, thou art become a tranſgreſſor if the law; 


We may hence apprehend +the danger of 


cheriſhing a favourite ſin; for by this means | 


| it becomes habitual and: deliberate, and our 
nten pt of the AS of heaven. lt 


and will be unable to remove. 
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18 DISCOURSE VI. 
darling vice, which we foſter in our boſom, 
de of a deeper ſtain, che divine e e 
will riſe in proportion, and its puniſiment 
| will bear a proportionabie aggravation. But 
even the indulgence of faults of a lighter 
caſt can poiſon the whole fountain of our 
virtue, and canker the root of all our other 
| boden de. We breathe habitually an un- 
whoteſome air, which, however feebly it 
_— ſeems nu os "ou in time, wes ee 
| Aer e of Dees is 
_ Perfeverance, that we be ſteadfaſt, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work ee Lord, 
Foraſmuch as we know that our abour 


rn bee. 
e 


. ee ' A Bare Gs di- 
vine portrait of Charity as it ſprings out of 
he precepts of the Goſpel, and its ee 

= to elevate and refine our nature. 

Though, from its fublime and extenſiy 
baus, it N Wear, at A oak view, A 


- id | 
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COIs yet, on à more. f 


bountain of virtue, a purity, and: ſweeuneſs. 
of whoſe waters. waſh. away every 
_ difficulty, 3 adm 2 ſter a cure, ta. every 
diſeaſc. Come upto. me, all ye that labour and 
ae News Jade: and I will 5 Wh: - Joſs 

4 an | | ä ſhall receive reſt | 
* Jour darts It ja 17 play's i eaßh, and. my. 
ide is ligt. He has not loaded our duty 

h a number of painful and unprofitable 
3 monies; © bike. thoſe. of the Jews. His 
1 precepts a are what our righteſt reaſon embraces 


and approves, and they inſpire ! that univer ſal . | 


Z love, which is the ſweeteſt ingredient we 

| can infuſe into the cup of life. The law. of | 
the Lord. is perfed, converting the ſoul. The Ha. 
tiutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart, 
| The commandments of the Lord are pure, enlight- ES 
4 P the Het. More #0 be en are they tian 55 


And, fince it is fixed by an unchangeable 
_ decree, that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, at the ſame time that Charity enables 
its votaries to tread the path of life in the 
eourts of peace and pleaſantneſs, it purifies 
and improves them in thoſe heavenly rudi- 
ments, which are the feeds of their future 
happineſs, and which will How to perfection 
in the World of angels. In this it 
_ eclipſes the merit of every baber virtue and 
endowment ; for, whilſt they ſpring only from 
the head to flaiter the pride of the under- 
ſtanding, it dwells inthe heart, ſatisfies the con- 
| ſcience, and improves the ſoul. It tranſcends 
all carthly powers, even thoſe miraculous ones 
vouchſafed to men, by the ſupernatural” fs 
fuſions of the Holy Ghoſt, to confirm and to 
plant che religion of Jeſus. To one was given 
the word of wiſdom, to another the word of 
knowledge, to another faith, to another the gi ifts 
of healing, to another the working of miracles, 


to another prophecies, to another diſcerning of ] 


int ts, to another divers kinds. of tongues, to 
Another the interpretation of tongues. But ove 
mw the. beſt of gi ifts—and yet ſew I unto - 


FT 4a 4 more excellent —_ e 5 5 with. 
the. 


POS 


Se 


Ee bad eg 1 as alt heit. 


BY 7 am ae 


| bad? is kind. Patience and forbeara 


her ' fellows may bear her con 


DSG OURS E V 18. 


the tongue of men „ and of angels, and have no 
harity, I am become as: ſounding braſs | ind 

a lintuing cymbal. And though. bd Rave the gife 
of pr 10 cy, e ah | 8 5 0 


2 Hough ＋ 88. 411 my Nen 
feed the Poor; and though I give my body 


| to be burnt, and hive no charity, it profiteth me | 
| flothing. It is the/ pure principle of Charity: 


alone, that can refine the ſoul, entitle it to 


| heaven, and make it happy chere. Other 


virtues and endowments, the virgins that be 
pany, but ſhie is 


the” Jueen of en 4. e inte ns 


ſtic Latte ' 2 fuffereth long. 


leading qualities. Her demeanour is milled nga f 8 
zourteous ; ſhe delights to render good for . 
| evil, and to diffuſe kindneſs and "forgiveneſs | 


2 es the univerſe. | Charity envieth not: „ 
15 nes Wbere 1 


- 


4 
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Where 1 8 in batten. it Kills 
eds of envy. Charity uaunteth not. 
| herſelf, is not puffed. 66-4 e ring ſpecies 
of pride, every feature of arrogance is fo- 
reign to her nature. No man riſes above 
another in the ſcale of her. eſlimation, but by 
the goodneſs. of his heart and che meaſure 
ol his love. Doth not behave herſelf unſeemiy. 
She is of mild and affable. addreſs. Her ge- 
neral benevolence, her humble e her 
te e her 5 naſcigned, good-na- 
10 38 every pain, and to make all 
aronhd. her een the true characteriſtic: 
| q ng. She breathes a Native | 
unaffected love. [By her eaſy. manners and 
| humane attentions, ſhe wins. every heart, con- 
fiction, and creates an intereſt 
R. But this genuine polite- 
nenh@ chat paſſive compliance, nor 
| a . the , one, ſpurious and 
coun it. Which are current in 
uſurp its name, . It 
ing e eee a; eee manly | 
iple, and flows ſpontancoully from the 


5 _ u not e ie dhe airy 8 


„ 
. Fd 
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of caprice and faſhion, nor tied den to 
the ceremonious obſervances of complais 
 fance, It is uniform, unchangeable, and 
free, as its parent principle. It is the gene- 
| rous and ſincere production of the ſoil of 
_ Paradiſe, not the fawning offspring of the 
provinces 'of France. Sceketh not her own # 
Self-love fixt on improper objects is itſelf a a 
vice, and the root of many vices; but Charity 
loveth her neighbour as herſelf, and ſtudies 
his advantage in conjunction with her own! 
n not eafily provoked : Her | reſentment is 
ſuppreſſed and ſmothered by her love. 
Thinketh no evil. A ſtranger to malice and 


not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. She 
has no delight in ill-report, which is oſten 
falſe, and always aggravated, but rejoices 
' when truth ſteps forward to corthadis 3 it. Co- 
vereth all tings: Taking no pleaſure in he 
_ ans of flander. © Believeth 0 TO | b 
he Cee. home, ſhe is willing . au 
chat is good. Endureth all things : Love of 
God and good-will ns men inſpire e 


164% v Oh vi. 


trueſt fortitude... They f the hero and 
che martyr, characters Which u ſhine with ſuch 
en luſtre in the annals of the world. 
Such are the features of this celeſtial virtue 
> us they are delineated by the maſterly hand 
ol Paul; and, to crown this portrait of 
beauty, hi: adds, that Charity never faileth, | 
But whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail: 
In time they will be fulfilled ; and our know- 


58 ledge, in another life, may extend to future 


events, as well as to the paſt and preſent. 4 
ther there be tongues, they ſuall ceaſe: 
ſhall have no occaſion, in a future 25S 
for the medium of human language to com- 
= municate our - thoughts... - Whether - there be 
- F#nowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away : The dimi- 
nutive portions and degrees of it, Which con- 
ſſtitute human learning, and by which one 
man excels another, will be fwallowed up in 
general intuition. For, nou, we 'know | 
in part, and we prophecy in part; but 
| hereafter; when that which is perfect is come, 
tal which is in part all be done away, 
and we ſhall all poſſeſs the whole. When 
TI was a child, I ſpule, underſtood, and thought 
"ab a child ; bub, when, * became a man. [pp 


0-2 
5 # 
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We are now in Our 
minority, and muſt reſt content in that 
contraſted ſphere,- till the day of maturity 
arrive, when our ideas and ſentiments will 
be heightened and enlarged. Wow we ſee 
through a glaſs. col : The hand of Pro- 
vidence hath drawn a' veil over intinortal 1 
objects, left * chey ſhould dazzle and mill 
our mortal eyes. But, then, we Mall Tee fe 
face: When the curtain drops, 
will be removed, and the heave ny ſce 
be diſplayed to view. Now, I know in part, 
but, then. T ſhall know,” even as" I um Anon: 
ſhall have free acceſs to the echauſt- 5 
ountains of the knowledge of God. 
All theſe EINE are tempo oral bed bowever ; 


| away: childiſh things: 


5 1 with them. Faith 
will be loſt in certainty, and Hope in enjoy- 
ment. But, Charity never faileth. Alter ſhe has 
adornetl and beautified the life of a good mart 
here, ſhe will never leave him, nor  forfake | 
him. Her exiſtence will extend Yeyor 9 
eee enen, che ecleſtiat m ianſions 
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inhabitant, Who will receive A to her 
ſom, and crown him with her love. T FRO | 
| the has deigned to viſit the earth, ſhe has her 
origin, and will have her conſummation, in 
heaven. She is of the en . and eternal 
eſſence. God is Love. And the felicity of 
heaven will be the perfection of love. Aud 
now' abidein Fuiti, Hope, and e 
tue grea 5 'of theſe: 15 Charity. FFF : 
EReaſon and Conſcience lead to the-know- 
ledge of this virtue, but through a dark and 
bewildered road; for how: doubtful and em- 
barraſſed were the morality and boaſted 


learning of the heathen philoſophers ? But, 


when, the day-ſpring from on high viſited the 


_ earth, when. the light of righteouſneſs ſhined unts 
us, and the fun of righteouſneſs ums riſen upon 


t, the cloud which had envelopped the moral 
hemiſphere immediately diſperſed, and the 
bright ray of che Goſpel beamed into the 


hearts of men, diſplaying Chriſtian Charity 


in her native colours. Reaſon and Conſci- 
ence were aſtoniſhed, and convinced. They 
acknowledge with reverence: her fublime 


conſtruction. They pay homage to her in- 


al excellence. 1 8 ones r adore 


4 
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They bear witneſs that ſhe is of vide | 
extrafiion, that ſhe came down from heaven, 
and that He, who brought her - with - 9 85 
could be no other than the Son OFC GOD. 
Hail, heaven · deſcended Virtue! To Wan | 
ö 0 Charity: we are indebted for all the ge- 


1 earth. By thee our affections are. refined, 


our hearts are ſpiritualized, our. ſouls are 
ſublimed from the pollution of earth to the 
purity: of heaven. Reaſon ſurveys thee with 
eee Religion embraces thee as her 
divineſt - offspring. - And human Nature ex- 
ults in triumph that thou haſt condeſcended 
to viſit, and adorn her. Whilſt he reſides 
here, thou teacheſt man the rudiments of his 
future exiſtence, and attendeſt him into that 
diſtant -ountry,. from whence there i 4; no re- 
e en ho ane reiens? 5 
Ou RE. 1 us  reflet won 5 all 75 
| a of che Goſpel conſpire, to promote 
3 great end of religion. Thoſe which re- 
late to God, inform us that ke'ts a Spirit, 
andi is to be worſhipped in ſpirit, and in truth ; 


ae N n! to re prepare, ys LS 


9 1 „ K 


8 * Na! tation, e OM 2 
EL te penn thoſe, which 
elate to our Neighbours, prepare us for it, 
zZẽãs the ſacred abode, nes” Ei peace 

i for ever dwell. . 
The third propoſition was to reflify FRO 
miſtakes relating to the uſe. DD er 
af * n 
„ cries . is OPT 
we 8 to inveſt fallen man in the 
poſſeſſion of immortal life. Though the 
Obedience dee by the Goſpel be nearly 
allied to the original law: 1 to Adam, 
which, in his ſlate of innocence, immedi- 
. ately emitled. him to happineſs; ** to im 
that worketh, the reward'is reckohed not ef grace, | 
but of debt; yet we are ever to remember, 
that, ſince the robe of innoce | 
moved, though the law be holy, and the com- 
 mandment holy, juſt and good, yet we: are car- 
nal ſold under ſin, and diveſted of the power 
to fulfil it; We muſt ever look up to the 
Merit: of the immaculate Jeſus as the funda- - 
n means of our ſalvation, and conſider 


___ ſubordinate 


on which he is to re-enjo 3 
They could not regain it eee N 


os is "the —_ en RIG gh 


Chrift our Tord. To um that © (i mol, 


| but believeth on ſim that juſtinein tnt | 
I joined to his ſincere though im- 
perfect obedience, is counted for eee 
Solicitous for the welfare of his ſon, an a6 
clone —— gives him a fair inheritance: | 
, Fegardl aka his ahi, erer 


ſub penury. Th 

rentab feeling to ſee his ſtaxving condition, buys 
dhe eſtate for him, and pays down the. price 
ol money; hut interdicts him from Poſſeſſing 
e ee e e np of his good 3 


duct and reformation.  His/good: conduct and 


reformation; therefore mia the condition, | 


It was bought by the fathers money; and 
hey are anly the mene abdſubordinkie, 
Hough” indiſpenſable, means of gages. 


it; ber it W be of no uſe that" the fahen 


huts, wrung with pa- | 


I 


o 
» = 
— * K 
: b 4 v 8 4 
6 b 
* 4 : 6 bk 5 a 8 7 
; oh 8 4 oo Hex : 0 5 
4 - w_ 2 
. ” 
bs £ : y 1 : : 
bs” o 4 \ * * N 
7 | 5 
a & — | 
R : c 5 $ 
* 7 5 2 N 
» : | : : 
* : > : ; a a | | 
"ye : * — ob 2 2 7 Ky 8 . . OE 7 
— r ͤ ͤ—ꝙ“n.. 4 — 


190 DIS CODURS E V. 


to come into poſſeſſion. If the latter aban- 
don the condition, will not the former be 
_ juſtifiable in turning his back and leaving 
him to ſtarve ? This is no unfit i image of the 
diſpenſation of heaven towards men. In this 
ſituation do we-ſtandin reſpect of happineſs; 
for unleſs we-approve our diligence and fin- 

cerity in diſcharging the Chriſtian Condition, 
we Sold: forfeit the. prize. 4 our bien calling. 


: iel, er it have not the. merits of a Sa- 
Viour; yet it is the appointed channel through 
which the blood of that Saviour muſt flow 
unto us. 80 admirably is the plan of re- 
demption conſtructed, that though all, in the 
_ firſt place, depends on Chriſt, all, in the ſe- 
cond place, depends on us; and, in pro- 
portion as we apply our e in working 
out our — we mall appropriate to 


0 ; . ST TY 


1 ht as a ect ee bi: mon 
their own independent virtue; ſo others 
have been weak enough to doubt, Whether 
| they. are * of virtue or goodneſs at all. 
| Scri pare. is un 

tO 
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two different acceptations, and the want of & 
juſt diſtinctiom has been ſometimes the un- 
happy occaſtom of: ill. grounded diffidence and 
deſpair- God alone is "00d *« ard his n 
alone is perfect. This goodneſs and pe 
tion are abſolute, and if we underſtand mem 
in this ſupertativeTenſe,” we ate incapable of 
them in the laſt degree: Tlere ii none that 
doeth good, no not ont. bo Maſter !"fays 
one to our Saviour, what” good” thing 1725 E 
Tido to inherit elernal life? And te Tal - 
Why calleſt thou me good? here is none good 
but one, that is God ; bin „ llt enter | 
mio ! Fe, lern the cb At the ſame 
time that our Lord rebukes tlie diſciple for 
calling him good, it is remarkable that he 
anſwers” his queſtion Mat good thing Jhall | 
Ido? by injoining him to keep the command- 
ment. This good is, therefore, different 
from the other, and though immenſely in- 
ferior, may with full propriety be called 
good, as the Saviour informed his interrogant, 
that it was the way to enter into life. This 
good as adapted to the abilities of men is the 
duty of Obedience in contemplation, and 
| —_ be called conditional Ys, and good, 5 
0 indeed, | 
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under whoſe _ univerſal luperintending eye 


all eur actions move, and which pierceth the 


wor of obedience, chat we may re 


our conduct by ik chat great model of perfe 
which vas once ibited on earth, 
chat our lives may. redound to his 


our own ſalvation ? 
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: 5 1 injoined us to renounce and to repent of it, 
though unable entirely 0 break its yoke, | 
5 This REPENTANCE conſtitues a third part 

ol the Condition of the Covenant of Grace, 
through which we ſhall be pardoned, ap- 
Proved, and adopted of God. We will, firſt 
conſider the nature and offices of this virtue; 
: and, then, endeavour to guard i it from the 


effect of ſuch errors, as the ignorance of the 
weak, and the artifice of the ISLET. have 


Aſtened > #0 it. a „ 
* 123 4 e 2 275 1 n 5 1 Ho | T INH f #K | 
DP We" ann i 1 66 "i gratifies 


- our affeclions, becauſe we love it. In the 
| . heart it reigns over our mortal bodies. Could 


8 er As the hear, alſote far. in which 
_ pure religion. ok Jeſus, muſt be enthroned, 
_ +bycommandingus-t0.-Tep« nt, he hath availed 
Pe ps its: plenary affections, its 
| -withes:: and {doliress; ĩts Jarrow, — 8 | 
nation; and every, poweriul, ſpring, and * 
tained them on qux ſide an, the ,ſpirunal. 
ict withding If ve eonſideꝝ its änlernal natu 
-* Ewe reflec on Him whoſe will it violates, : 


1 
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Save ewe ies, pernicious con! 
lation to ourſelves, we ſhall have reaſon, a | 
may have power, to hate it — eg, 
Such is the natural tendency of. Reper 
inſtituted for the cxpteſs: purpoſe: ol diſamind 
ro and-quencking the: Fiery darts ofthe depil. os 
When the Baptiſt came to prepare the 
ae for :the Ui wr Redeemer; he 
| Bange ee tha Ane of Sin, | 
And as the buſineſso of i Ohriſt Was te 
— tirpate/ſin, and to plant a religion in purity 


and mercy, no medicine could be preſcribed 
ſo effectual to prepare the hearts of men for 


bis reception. Repent, ſays he; for the king. 
- a aum of heaven. «$57 « oat - hand: — The Meſſiah is 
8 ing in his appointed time, to deliver the 
*avorld: from the tyranny. of Sin and Death, 
nand to erect his kingdom of Righteouſneſs 
and Immortality; prepare yourſelves by 


_ * forſaking fin that ye may he initiated into 5 


© the glorious priveleges of that Kingdom. 


Mich the ſame/words the Saviour, when he 
aſſumed his miniſterial character, introduced 


N | Himſelf «publicly to che world; and, alter his 


bn c 2 | con- | 


8-2 2 
* * 8 =; | * : 2 P 2 
— . $ 7 N 4 113 


oſtles inſiſted NN; the. fame EX 


296 D Sn vu. 


— ee e a 9 e rats where 
40 T 1 AT . 12 
bo FE. | 
— 2» — £ 


vn. 2 To o five ag our vital enemy, 
Xe its pollutions, and oi - 
every avenue from its attacks, is the: proper 
buſineſs uf our Chriſtian warfare ;\ and we 
cannot retain ſo powerful an ee or 
oy Raich 510 in our: N eee 1 
Righte 20USN nk habbo; direct pee to 
exterminate. each other, are incapable - of 

ou hing in — cam. 10 
effectually exadieate the former out of the 
breaſt, emancipate the affections from its do- 
minion, and prepare the heart for the re- 
ception, or preſerve it pure ſor the accom- 
modation, of religion, as the expedient of 
de When our foot has firayed 
| ah of vice, it brings us back with 
u friendly check, and conductis us ſafely in 
me road of virtue. By it, the flagrant | 
offender. can eraſe his name out of che book 
0 e * the ROE life to 
„ . a 


ITE devotion; and vigor to his. th 8 80 ex 
_ ig Nau ank ge o 
ven, e an ich to. Faith oo Obe 

dience, that it is not unfrequently uſed in 
ſcripture as including them both in its ſigni- 
e as ſuch, Were Aj ne . 

| Repenance re Remi 1 Sing are ſound ; 

ected in ſeyeral paris of the ſacred; vor 
"kw Which informs us that by. Repentance 
Faith is made perſed. Let us trace the pro- | 
OY of this aus of Santa candun 


e EONS . Ni 5 


E ana t 18, de ſuch a with. 
© ous change in the heart, as produces'a vir- 
wmuous change in life and practice. The firſt | 
office is, therefore, to EXAMIN E that heart, 
to arraign our thoughts" at the bar of the | 
| Goſpel, to call: Conſcience in witneſs againft - 


them, and to liſten to her voice, Whilſt fie : 


judges and condemns. - But however indif- | 
penſable, rhis'duty'is difficult and diſagrees | 
EY br: ne are willing toik now. much 1 hy 
to own, 'their favs; We all *endeay | 
wade e others, and FR 


Flies 
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ſelves. Self. love, that idol of the ſoul, is an 


inveterate enemy to ſelf. examination. Our 
pride is wounded by reflecting on our infirmi- 
ties, and the pain they give makes us turn our 


eyes to the fairer fide of our charaſler, draw 


deceit with kind indulgence. We look upon 


our vices as upon our children with an eye 


| things, and deſperately wicked, 


8 for the repeated violation of His divin e v 


FEES x 
ws © 


| _ even when we are beſt diſp 


of fondneſs, proclaiming” peace; here there 


is no peace. | Vet the duty is important 


Judge, that ye be not judged: of the Lord. 
ed to judge, 


ſhould carefully guard againſt ſelf. 
ee for the heart is Eons gx _ 


The next office of Repentange, is. dns ow. 


and Derz674r108 in proportion/ 0 be 


fze and complexion of our vices. 
182 


rty, a ſincere, an unfeigned concern 


Who ſuſtains the awful character f our 


great Creator, our tender Father, our merci- 
ful Redeemer, and our daily BenefaQtor, ac - 
Which e ae weak, dependent, ſinful crea- 


chat humility and confuſion, 


3 No n burlls: of ſorrow; no fluc- 
 tuating 


Wo 
ff 
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ent impulſe, no deſultory affection, no 
momentary tear will do the buſineſs. It muſt 
be a ſteady; ſober; heart- felt contrition ſpring- 
ing from à deep ſenfe of our fins, the dig- 
"nity and goodnefs of the Offended, his love 
and anger, and the unrelenting ' vengeance 
of lis atm. Sorrow thus grounded and 
conducted will operate - in our hearts, and 
7 diſtinguiſh: itlelf in Our lives. It will eradi- 
cate every poiſonous weed, and make virtue 
to flouriſh in the breaſt, like a tree that is 
_ planted by the river, under the ſmiles of approv- 
ing heaven. It will make the heart pure as 
incenſe burnt upon tlie altar, and will render 
it a ſacrifice acceptable unto God, through 
the mo and more valuable facrifice of his 
Son. The ſacrifice of God is a troubled ſpirit'; 
. 31 and a contrite heart; O God! thou wilt ” 
not deſpiſe. Turn ye to me, faith the Lord, with _ 
al pour heart, with: faſling and with weeping, 
and rend your hearts and not 8 e 
8 turn to the Lord your Gad. Sees 
But let us not, in this 33 asg | 
: hy on the pillars of our on ſtrength, nor 
place the laſt confidence in our 3 : 


fiat It is MEER of K 
. | 


to explore the heart, to penetrate into its 
receſſes, and to unfold: its. inmoſt retreats. 
” The ſeeds of vice, which ambuſh. in our vi- 
tals, will undermine the foundations, whilſt 
either the enchanting gale of fortune, or the 
; bitter tom n;of adretiey ere 
of the edifice of repentance, which is merely 
of our own erecti . Both the-ground-work 
ol chis, and of every other virtue, ſhould be 
laid, and the ſuperſiructure conducted, by the 


hand off Him! e eee e ap 3 


Fniſher of every good Work. Try me, 0 
aa and cas 2 4 of N = = 
Habs 2-009 coy U e 5 
lead me in the way. everlaſting }.. With: ſuch 
humble and feryent | aſpirations let us fre 
ae ſolicit the care of. the ok. High, 


[mins ſighs and prayers will alcend beſore him 
as a complete and welcome offering. Let us 
3 our hearts, und gſtreten — hands 
——— 5 Ou! Srl 2P3 let 

3 Mo ne n 
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* | Let us, nest en leavour to comb bs . 
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the Prevalence . of fuch 1 MI STAKE 37 as 1 


d ſap the foun ndation of this Virtue; and - - 
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N lenenee than in others; ; they are 8 
| "though, perhaps, no more firicere ; ; : though: 
- more obvious to the 4985 "they : are, perhaps 
"ho more abundant in the. heart. ; Though | 
His breaſt may not be torn with'the ſame : ap- 
Parent remorſe, nor the ſigh heave with the 
fame violence of grief, 5 that another might 
5 feel. on a fimilar occaſion ; yet the boſom. of 
the penitent may conceal a more. ſober con- 
trition no leſs acceptable to Him, who 
| weigheth the inmoſt- thoughts. Ahe parti- 
_ cular ſtate of the reformer: wilbh alſo influence 
che degree of his affection. When the bar- 


ed denied ſinner, who hath: immerſed his conſci- 


_ ence in the dregs of guilt, is awakened from | 


FE his fatal inſenſibility, whilſt he reflects on the 


immenfe danger of his ſituation, his late 


3 obduracy,- and the great love and terror. of. the 


Tord, how can he eſcape bein rung with 
_ the ſevereſt anguiſh 2 Aud fince. it is out, 

ol che power of lenient medicines to reſtore 

he inveterate ſlate of his moral and religious. 


8 conſtitution to-its proper tone, it is highly 


he- ſhould drink the bittereſt cup - 
haſliſements light, his reſolutions 
rover We" he would ſoon. relapſe 
. into 


SS 85 5 a 
7” ns ak ” . 
FB. 0, x 1 Fo : + O08” 
& 52 


He 


DISCOURSE: 


| into. the blk _ his late „ 3 and 
che effects of his repentance would N as 


Y 


3 


A morning cloud. But, however expedient | 
_ that ſome offender ers. ; ſhould be ſoftened. by 
More pungent agonies, the fate. of ; many, We 
Fee is ſüch, chat Aa milder emollient of 


. 


Stief will heal the wounds of. . tf 
n only be fincere.” Their own virtuous p 

penfity, © „under the influence” of Heaven, 175 
train ſome from crimes of a deep er ſtain, I * 
Alter ſome Nlighter FOIA in the [ l 
ho "they ee relent, and are 


ur of reflection, th 
drawn back by the © 


ER 
1 


.Þ "tru, many till remain, who, WI th the 
fame vi rtuous propenſity, and from the ad- 
Vantage of being trained up under che happy 
 auſpice of pious example, perſevere to che 
ateſt verge of life in an uniform. and un⸗ 
roken ſtrain of duty and xe xe ligion, s 
Vor, -whilt the diffident i is def pat: x 


* 1 t' We let che "enthuſiaſt? preſume t 


* 5 
* 


med is the end, 4 Wl Rubies, is aps 
) vinted as me means. and from. the FLY | 
2 . 


of love into the 1 
12 road of virtue. And, we may Hum: 


fe 7 uben ib kudden arid; bom. ug 
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| eir N The text eryoins,: not 3 t 

babe „ but to be conperted too; and unleſs th hey 
3 e a determined reſolution to relinquiſh 
x 1 we would repent, all ſorrow, 
1 n, and contritian will be of 

90 wall. is "Be not, therefore, Rib that 
dell 71 ones 15.0 only righteous, at nd. will 
f Soneluß on can ye tag 

or ſevere, gr from: the 

afſedion which it proc is 

criterion by whict and * Its 

worth. 8 be 3 ges 5 i 

Thi Whether our 3 of 4 
£ Hel; in nhl canducted ig the ſacred 
_ virtue ane nee fully arp 
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ſen t at [2 — il are, 
thee: ears of the Angy, and. open tlie ge 

| waged. by thy Cale Ws be 
: ken tent, hm gur Lard: forgave upon 
dhe craßs, eee en Ns bg with 
1 Faradilt 5 8 5 n = 15 5 


he ingor nprovident to riſque ax 
marea! foul — bapardays Mgt LY 


ſcreen edt: Sow e — 
g Wey vie amongſt them -in- ſecurity 
_ and ar. Hh: Ms" ee emplay! 4 


le: When che Sieur con erred Pallene on 
the Penitent of the crofs, he did not propoſe 
him as a ſubject for the” imitation of kuture 
ages. This extra r 2 FI 


for other purpoſes — 1 
NT the moſt diſadvantageous circumſtances 

might © be a public and final reproof of che 
ndnefs'and infidelity! of the Jews, and 
rife in open condemnation igainſt them 
_ to we Chrift with an 1 of 
executioners had at inveſted ram, "ty pub . 


> 


paint of e liter l | BY A 
But due are not 8 de man . 
pentance was ſo ſudden or fo' ſhort, ne 


are haſty to imagine. We know mae he” 
had been a malefactor, and was under ſent⸗ 
ence of death, but are left unacquainted both 
of the nature of his crime; and of the length 
of his confinement. We know too, that, by 
we 1 8 of the Jevrs, the Lord of righte- 


Yo of 3 \ \ algen 


. 


: ; | 5 2 n g 
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4 d w condemned, 1 n * 
that very hour; and. [--perkaps, the” crime of 

bis fellow-ſuffer t. 
dyc; it might have been perpetrated long 
before the, date of his commitment; ae 


chat, he might lie a eonſiderable time in 


priſon, which i 18 no bad fchool for repent: nec ; 
and between his trial and his ſuffering a con- 
kderable ſpace might inter ene; ſo that he 

5 might have been ſeated on the ſtool of forts _ 
roy for weeks, or - months, or years, and 
baye conſtrudted] an. on a pin | and virtu⸗ 


2 ” 2 dus 1 . x "7 F- Ny 3. . 14 8 LEN 


; poſing all his faith and con 


= The 1 55 _ thi b — — — tothe diſ- 15 
7 e e by theſe auſpicious. marks, for we _ 


er was not of the deepeſt 


know. from ſcripture, that at his death he 


3 behaved i in a moſt exemplary manner; Re. 
ce in Qhriſt 


= as the promiſed Meſſiah, he was; perhaps 


- the en who diſcovered the glories of hip 


| a thou comeſt in thy Kingdom ! At this moment 
Bis Apoſtles believed him to be only a tempo- . 
"ww — alter a ere their 


Lord, remember me whe 


. er OS le me—IIeEs 


F. 


t 


did he arrive at this. 


e 1% e che ade &f me 


hon of His crime; a 
1 de bad haut asg and enn! 


mw 


t. G ch erols;" and hall | 
every age inducethis hope of 
O NO Tf: 


9 
*7 DIAMAE 


bse 


medium of common fame, and that the nicek2 
880 and W the piety and charity, the 
glorious magnanimity; of Jeſus 
ied to PPE Se pal ai a lamb that” is dumb 
© and that openeth not his mouth, had ſtruck him 
_ with conviction, that he was the Saviour of | 
the world-—Let us fuppoſe; that, through the 
cloud of ſhame and ſufferings, he dif- 
cerned the glory of the Son of God, ank 
improved the happy opportunity to his own — 
advantage docs not this indicate that his 
bead was open to the firſt means of convic- ON | 
tion, and his heart to the firſt overtures ol 5 9 
Grace, ahd that he wanted only the oppor- 
unity of n his faith before/- And 
| how. noble ind magnartimous was that 
| faith! Ede advful and important hour, 
when ee of God was finiſhing his Work 
upon the croſs; When he was ſubmitting to 
the power of darkneſs, and of that world 
_ which had rejected him, and for which be 
bled ; $ when his enemies were mocking and 
inſulting him 5 When one of his boſom 
friends, | whom he had choſen to himſelf, 13 
bad betrayed, another had denied, and alt 
* him; N Penitent's un- 
oe. ___ | relenting 


8 . 
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5 nn hacker: on W er ſide Was 
gy hit with bitter invective, in fuch an 
hour, hilſt he was oppreſſed with the 
an of death and ee forfaken by 
his heavenily Father, to proclaim his inno- 
kence aloud, to acknowledge him for the 
Son of God and the Saviour of men, and to 
repoſe his dying hopes in his ſpiritual king- 
dom, was a confeſſion ſo peculiarly circum- 
ſtanced, and-ſo fingularly heroic, as to ecliple 
the expiring glory of every other martyr. 
And can we wonder that the unparallelled 
excellence of his faith; the clearneſs of his 
diſcerning eye, the frankneſs of his avowal, 
and the fervency of his dying prayer ſhould 
affect the mind of the Omniſcient Jeſus, to 
whom belongeth the forgiveneſs of fins; 
for which he was atoning in that very hour? 
* With what colour of reaſon ”, ſays a ve- 
nerable Father, * „can a dead bed Penitent 
draw this example into a precedent i For 
what ſhadow of reſemblance can ſubſiſt 
between one, who laid himſelf open to 
* the firſt impreſſions of Grace and immedi- 
N © arte produced the moſt illuſtrious fruits; 
- i, and another, who has wilfully ſhut his 
„ 8. Cloyſoſtom, | « * eyes 


* Ft 


% 


4 
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. eyes againſt” che light, and geeled Bis 


| | heart againſt repeated methods of con- 
> * 'vition" N No characters can, indeed, be | 


| Peniterit of the C 
an extraordinary," opportunity, which he 
improved to the moſt glorious' advantage; 
the death. 


the hour of his birth the principle of Grace 


| Hath ſhed its influence upon him, as upon 


3 


Piece of torpid clay, incapable of reflectio 


He hath either openly diſavowed the Lord 


contrary to the inclination of his heart, arid 
forced upon him by the Proſpect of i imme · 
diate: dleatk armed With a ſhaft of terror. 


: 4x7 


ec Penitent hath had a long and 
a gracious one offered him in vain. From 


roſs- enjoyed e a ſhort, but 


* 


that bought him, or lived i in oppoſition to 
e principles of his belief; and how can 
5 he, whoſe life, under the reſplendent | light 
of the Goſpel, has been a continued ſcene 
of diſobedience, expect to be pardened and 
| rewarded for an hour's contrition; Which is 


Should any one, however, defer repenting | 


to the lateſt inſtant, in that cridcal moment 
let him not fail to ſend up his moſt fervent 
2 and to e ble his endeavours 4 


Fes 1 


. * 


and we may ground a charitable hope, for 
his God is merciful; and it is poſſible his re- 
pentance may be ſincere. But of this He 
alone can judge, wha is the ſearcher of hearts, 
and who can only kn whether his con- 
. trition tyould produce. a virtuous practice, 
Poul his b be eee and = 
indeed improbable, | qualification, | neither wa | 
ſon nor ſcripture authorize us to believe that 

his pardan is ſealed. Alas, this is a dubious | 
and perplexing ſtate! Would you be certain 
that your repentance will be available 2 
Repent early, and bring forth fruits meet 


for repentance, and then you may reſt in 


ſafety; for a life of piety and virtue, or 
Chriſtian principles ſhining out in Chriſtian | 


charity, are CO wegen by 


in glory, 


WI have, now, e pen tur 9 
veral parts of the Condition of the Covei 
of Grace. By the combined efforts of Faith, 
eee e and Ry mam e nh 900 | 


mediation of Another, we any be ſaid to 
all righteouſneſs. and to be perfect as God 


firmities will be forgiven, but alſo our volun- 


be permitted to appear hefore him, . 
holy, unhlameable, and irreproveable. in 
fight, being juſtified freely by his Grace through 
the redemption that is, is in 
God hath ſet forth as a propitiation. through 


guar naturat i in- 
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give you 
. ie Comforter, that he may abide 
| © with you for ever,” "+", 


HEN the Author of our Salvation, 
had finiſhed the ſeveral periods of 
2 . Jas work on earth, and was aſcended into the 


blood, as the High-prieſt of our profeſſion, he ſent 


down the Horty Gnosr, in conſequence 


25 ofa promiſe given to his Diſciples juſt before 
is final exit: I will pray the Father, and he 


3 | gbide with jou for ever, 


all give you another Comforter, that he may 
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The firſt office of this divine meſſenger 
was, to fupply the loſs of his perſonal preſence, _ 
and to carry his immortal plan to its full 
perteclion. Before his departure, he had 
ordained the Apoſtles to be his witneſſes - 
and envoys by a poſitive command, and now: . 
their underſtandings were fully opened, they were | 
actually commiſſioned and equipped for the 
important work, by the-plentiful effuſons of 
his Spirit. Fo confirm his Doctrines they were 
endued with Miracles, with the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, and with the Power f God; to dif- 
ſeminate theſe Doctrines immediately among 
different nations, they were inſpired with the 
git of Languages; and to enable them to de- 
error, which was to be held up as the ſtandard 
of the Chriſtian inſtitution to all future ages 
their minds were illumined with the word of 
poured Aale, FR bust miniſters" ee 


; were. accompliſhed, for which they were be- 
| Rowed, till the Doctrines were confirmed, e 
E Ee” . and the e e : 


del, and which continued till the endz 
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| liſhed. - They were then withdrawn; 
ad, bing us ger wht, Wann for 
many: ages. e 
| „Dum betaſe hole Ktraordir y gn are 
"EMS time (diſappeared, we are not to con- 
clude, that the Holy Spirit hath deſerted the 
earth and abandoned human nature. No: 
| He Kill preſerves and proteds the Church by 
his APIS Bae, and inſpires its mem- 
aſſiing GaAc ES, enabling 

| aber cs ee iced; and 
rg ht i tA ry eren el 
him, he himſelf ivill be with us to the end of the 
world. | Let us, firit, conſider the certainty and 
uſe of his operations on the hearts of men ; 


and hoi they are to be improve: andy in 


ES OTH bmi this: 5 


eee frow above, which operates 

upon the mind, enlightens the un ; 
influcnces me with, purifies the affactions, 
clevates the heart, invigorates the ſprings of 

; achom and the elements of life, enabling us 
= n N our * in all its 
| | e, | 


, : ** q 94 - g 
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Were and TT ye branches. 18 th ; 
eſtabliſhed on the authority of innumerable 
paſſages of ſacred writ. ' Te art waſhed, e 
e fantified, ye are juftified in the name of the 

| Holt Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Spirit of our God. = 
Here the Holy Choſt is raiſed to a level with | 
the Saviour of 'the world in the purification, | 


| the ſatiification, and the juſlifcation , of men, 


"0 And. if he weigh! the arduous nature of | 
his duty What He is required' to perform, and 
XC (penſably requi uired, the "Chriſtian will 
= png nes = With reverence and gratitude 
the Us E and importance of this adventitious - 
| aid derived from the inviſible foutitain of 
: an "Hblinefs,” big he furvey the difi- 
Un! of the vere ald then view the fabric 
oft his mor A öaſttuden f in ils dtforined and 
Aa ir "he Will give it in as totally. 165 
inſufficient, and Will plead the neceſſity of 1 its - 
being repalred and moulded andy by that 
15 potent Hand, by Which it Was fir 10 erect· : | 
When lie reflects on the commands and | 
prohil itions of che Göpel, Atid on the urg⸗ i 


torſiking 5 fit; ben be views tho. 
N A PESY + Cor. vi. 8 "0 eee 
r N numerous 


{ piabllüng Hery gut, and 
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numerous obſtacles which thwart his road 
10 virtue, and the many temptations which 
: ſolicit his propenſity to vice; hen he feel 
the tide of paſſion ruſhing impetuouſſy on 
and overturning the barriers o 
he compares the power, of preſent and ſenſi- 
ble objects to affect him, with the faint im- 
preſſions made by thofe which are abſent and 
Ipiritual ; when he marks the unequal, n- 
| teſt between time and eternity in attaching 
his affeclions, how will he be, convinced; that | 
3 he is. not * fi efficient to think, or to. do any thing as 


of himſelf, but that by the Siri he, mul ſubdue 


the deeds of the Body? VTV 
Every good giſt, and every porſett ft is from 
i and cometh down. from the: Father: of 
. tight; for ; with, him is "the fountain, of. life, 
and in his light. wwe ſhall fee light. Whilſt by 
che mercies of a, gracious: diſpenſation, our 
paſt offences are blotted out, we are ſupport- 
ed by the ſtaff of. unerring wiſdom againſ! 
: future fins; - and it is 9355 the e 5 
lege of the ( Chriſtian j ion, that it 
its votaries under the influence of ; A: ſpiritual 
1 and infallible Director, under whoſe: auſpi- 
cious eye _ live. and * and who _—_— 


m_—_— Rey 


; All our Ve on is A God, Wee * 1 
maſtetn us perfect in every good wort to do his 


will. working in us fat. which is-well-pleaſug! 


in las fight. He opens and aſſiſts the mind 


io diſcern the beauty of Religion and . 
ane ehe riches of: lis inheritance. He preſents ' 


her to the inte n object. 


| Qual, eye 4s 


all.” glorious within, and whoſe veſiure is of 


wrought, gold. Aa the; will to em- 


brace and to adore; her, and gives power tio 
A =& +3 He: | . 


the heart to perform all her pleaſu 
raiſes the affections io the pavillion of her ce- 


leſtial abode, and:enlightens/ our underſtandings: | 


| that we ſleep. not. in death. By nature We are 
conceived in in, and the end of our natural 
life is death. By Gxace we are ſaid to be 


born of God, never to die. Nor may this 


| mode of. ſpeaking. be conſidered: as: entirely. 
figurative ; for ſince by his Spirit he commu- 
nicates his nature, that is, his holineſs, unto us, 


we may * ſaid with juſt propriety to he born 


of him. We are likewife ſaid to be 
created anew, "and to be born again, and ſince 
E Have a NEW, principle inſtilled into us, 
ich Will ſhoot out into the extent of an 
e eden 


Gt 
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change is effected: in the moral 
Syſtem eee eee from carnal to 
ſpiritual, from fin he The 
5 faced in our firſt 
Paromcs. Fad will be repived by Gives, | 
and being made partakers of the divine na- 
Ture, we ſhall be meet to become Fe id 
the inheritance of the Saints in light. bf 
And He; who hath aſcended up on digh/av 
at ñ led-captivity captive, and giveth gifts” . 
men, appeareili in the prefence of God for ut. 
pleading in our behalf the merits of his blood; 
Preſenting our prayers for the fupply of our 
Wants, and making interceſſion for | us at the 
right hand f God. Having, therefore, fuck 
a high-prieſt over the houſe of God, 106 & 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, we 
are encouraged to come boldly to the throne of 
Grace, to approach towards Him Who is 
inſhrined in inacceſſible light, and 10 laſte of 
the water of the river which proceeds aut of the 
| throne, and tha Fe eee Tania RF 
need. W N 
Howvonfyi es ata ad ne ngen 
| Ow * 151 man eam de ſaved 
but 


but bythe 
through tHe channel of Grice "enbling m 
ar e relzzous obligation, car the 
ffocts of 'theſe merits and the 5 0 
fice ew uflte lim. He carr ebm 
. munen rr ber to the weoack work 
AO "Therefore, Bing he 9 u we be 
peace with God, 'through oum Lord Fefus Chr; 
"OR alfo we have aoveſs” by faith unde bir 
ME eee, ond an te fu. 
of the Glory of . Nike , ce , i 


Is the divine fabric ' reare | 
our allitiy hand? By no means The 
foundation is laid by our Redeemer, the” 

al is raifed 9 855 Sanctifler, But 


"oe RE ee TE 


| Jews the aid of His 
nit heart and a fit 
ond cant jon to tod 


LY * } 8 ny 1 ; 
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1 af N PR 8 th oph 
and in ſimilar Words, he eee em 70 
mate themſelves a neu heart. and a new! ſpirit, 
for y will ye die, O houſe. of Iſrael ! , How 
does this inculcate the neceſſuy of ſeconding 
and IMPROVING the operations of ahe 
ſpiritual agent, and of cheriſhing his emotions 
by a diligent attention to the integrity of our 
res and the propriety of our conduct? He 
who ſupplieth ſeed to the Jower and bread to 
the cater by ſending rain and fruitful. ſeaſons, 
is alſo. the diſpenſer of Grace, and pouretſi out 
his Spirit on all fleſh ; but, as, in che former 
_ caſe, unleſs we exert. our own induſtry in 
tiling, plowing, and ſowing, in vain ſhall we 
expect our hearts, will be filled withjoy:and glad- 
neſs, ſo, in the latter; unleſs we earneſtly. culti- 


vate the feeds of Grace which are ſown in our . 


hearts, in vain ſhall we . nope t hat they will 
ripen, into the fruits of joy and peace. The 
diſpenſation of Grace is a diſtribution of ten 
talents given freely to every man to profut.withal ; 
but the queſtion remains, How: do We apply, | 
or what uſe do we.make of, them? If we im- 


prove chem. we ſhall reap the fruits of, them 


and of their increaſe... If wwe neglect or abuſe 
FA * * : # a ES ; them, 


3 
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them 10ved from us, and We 
Abalb orkirallibelndvaigabes” All finally 
depends upon Oußſelues. If we labour a- 
bundantly, we hall receive abundantly 3 if 
we ſcatter ſparingly, we ſhall gather ſparing ys 
if we plentifully ſow, we ſhall plentifully 

Juſt and true uren thy ways, i} King „ 
Saints“ BD ein een u 9" And 
| We are all endued with ſaſficinn? power 
to dilchargec aur reaſonable and religious du- 
a from the eternal fountain 
of happineſs and life. The exerciſe of the 
underſtanding, the freedom of the will, and 
the exertion of our endeavours are no way 
| difmandled or abridged by the pririciple of 
Grace, which is on the contirary, do be im- 
proved by the exertion of theſe natural 
Powers. And as this celeſtiab donation may 9 8 
ecvince the infinite importance of that fal- 

: Wann for n ſo it: es | 


Wat unten you twill and 6, 3 
do, - 


Tufts; 5 an put on the neu man, wh 
dad e eee n ee d ber 


N 
FE 
: 
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i 
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1 ace Proof Fn pt AHN ION 
| eſpilerits-mexcies. f [how fore puniſhment 


ſuppoſe ye; Mall vie be: thought worthy, if we = 
tread under ſoot the Son f Cod, and count 
ne blood of. the Covenant therewith: e 4s 


conſecrated an unholy thing, and do deſpite 


o tnc Sturit , Grace 2 J of, N therefore 
Weser the former converſation” the old 
man, \which' is corrupt according to ehe deceitful 
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20 111g. To obvinte che errors of thoſe: 


5 hs eee ave ny ee 


teady md cent Sabah, 


and the peciilior ere kg e 


„ eee i 816 Ali ui . 
of plating 20d propagin ache 3 5 
ion. Thus holy\menvof d pale at they. 
„„ es ; were 
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"Wert modell by tis Hal aſia h 1 7 
Avi the ſufferings of Chriſt, "and "the glory 
Hal Moullt follow." Wheri he macke His appedr- 
dice, ön fim the Sprit bf" God Mee AM 
hone: an nee Kimi, ant FALL fim with 
the Hoh Gh: By that Spirit fed di 
Auil, and, darbug l. be ktertel, Spiri, N 
fort Timfelf without ſpot to God. After 
ks aſcenſion," it Was "hed "ABurdahitl 
on kiss Apoſtles: To vit"ins" given bj" the 
Spirit int word" of 2 a ned, bo 
ü 2 Working. of | mitaclbi 10 inother rb 
Piech: b atiother Aver! ini? F bon gude; 25 "but 
1 2. Wrought” "the ſelf fame” Shirth® Liviu 
50 edi bn ſeberally un Ab z0buld. 2 THe GE. 
Kaba ars“ Ab died b the name Fw 12 ; 
ſpirdtion, Whith 1638 Vain hope för il 
ele entigtltentd ages, and rity; Se Would 
Pitt toit, afk Eicher pölfelleck bf a ing 
flit, Or elfe fubſlitüte in ie Pact tlie wild 
rata of 2 diſtempered bam: 
nee emer kinder ſupernateraf Aid 
Which häth bbrairfetl fibappellatibm ef Gradb, 
Uibugh ir Ne ys Kom tie amt Spfrfrg is PAY 


ann enk i ig operations and es be 
Kaufe ir ailfers ir its end anch uſt, Which" 


8 955 5 Prepare the hens. of Chriſtians” in 
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every age far, that Hing dom of the Got: of, 
which wa have n no onde; Les office is to help, 
90 e ApEn 


os 


| 8 on nd ming with, — life, I 


ceptibly eden 0 the 5 ems - 
ſenſibly leads us on from 

knowledge to know eds: 
grace, into all uiſdom and /þ 
ing, making the oath the 1 aria a. . ing 
two aloe 7 0 Na and . Tr ap # 
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cheir eſſential cauſes; we behold with wonder 
te powers of vegetation the inſtinctive im- 
poulles of animals, and the forces im preſſeq; on | 
material fubſtances by an omnifcient hand; 
and why ſhonld we'expe to be let into (the 
ſublimer myſteries of the Spirit of God? The 
mind as well as the body is ſubject to innu⸗ 
merable changes without dur knowing or 
attending! to their cauſes. A thouſand external 
Jets or internal ideas can break the train | 
of our thoughts, though we are unable to 
diſcern how the change is made. If all theſe 
rifles can influence us inſenſibly, and if the 
influence of obyious cauſes is often ynnotic d, 
1 canit be a queſtion whether we may got be 
| ſecretly guided by an omnipotent and ſpiri- 
tual directer ? As in the ceaſeleſs rotation 
of affairs innumerable events occur of whoſe 
| eertainry we cannot doubt, loußh we” arg 
either totally ignorant of their occaſions 01 
7 do not remark TOE" fo e the manner of 
our gen T he 
bias have it He | "tho 
the ſound thereof, taping not fell w 


cometh, or whither it goeth ; OY 0 in cer on a 
: x 00" i Por of the. Spirit, 2 45 PLS £9 8 e 8 . 
ee oi: = Top: 1 


| 3 Was 8 tg e Sa Per; 
ſons. and was partially beſtowed ; Grace is 
15 and unconfined, . 'As the occaſion 
Inſpiration was temporary. it was tempo- 
— Grace is promiſ ar 
children th ever Though Inſpiration, in 
its effegs,” wag | calculated. to ſtrike more 
Jqrcibls As ahs ſenſes, and to excel Grace in 
putwaxd ſplendour, yet it falls ſhort in real 
and intrinſic value; for, whillt Inſpiration 
3s only the męans of jntraducing us intq the 
Kingdom. of the Goſpel here qu earth, Grace 
0 Fele ys to the crown gf that kingdom 
in heayen, Had the Saints, who were in. 
ſpired, been devaid of Grace, they might 
have lamented that eyer they were born. 
They were paſſeſſed ol both thele gilis, and 
ol the latter in a ſpblime degree: And 
let us rejpice that we enjoy che fruits of the 
ope in the. ſacred records of the bible; bu 
La us. be more exceedingly joyful, if per, 
hance we poſſeſs the other in gur hearts, 
8 is this general aſſiſtance of the Spirit of 
xegenergtion alone which the Scriptures en; 
_ Faprags.us t0.expect; and though we muſt be 
60 a to remain inſenſible of in _— : 
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1 influence PREY particular mode of operation 1 4 


it is ſufficient that by its fruits we know that 


we enjoy it. The! fruits of the Spirit are in al 


 Eoodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth, hope, joy 


| peace, long-ſufering, gentleneſs, gooingſs, faith, 


” ezainſt which there is na lau; and they that 


_ are. Chriſt's. have erucified | the fleſh with the. 4% . 
Bo ſeclions and lufts. If we have holineſs in 


gur lives, we are poſſeſſed of an infallible, 
proof that we have the Spirit in qur hearts; 


_ for into a malicious ſoul, he will not aan, no 5 


5 an the ww me Wegen wie 0 1% 


＋ HE 0 ak. Siet e bk 


: ee by every human effort finiſhes the. 


Chriſtian, The commandments of God will be 


his delight, he will imbibe a true ſenſe of the, 


excellence, and'reliſhithe divine pleaſures. of, 


religion. Duty and inclination will g c 


5 band in hand. and the war beluixt the law, of 


his member and the law f his mind-will ccaſe,, | 
5 His nature will be renewed and carried 0 
5 the higheſt PR = en of which it, 


js capable here; 


bim from fin, ſhall — bg eee from, 


. a e bis happineſs 8 
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ee 5 n 8 
minion over the creatures which thou haſt made, 
give me Wiſdom which fitteth by thy throne, and 
rejedt me not from among thy children! "Wiſdom | 
\ was with "thee, which knoweth thy works, and 
was preſent with thee when” thou madeſt © the 
world, and kneu what yay e in thy 
; fight and right in thy commandments. 0 ſend 
her out of thy holy heavens from the throne of 
| thy glory, that being preſent ſhe may labour with 
me, that I may know whatis pleaſing to thee, 7 
for "ſhe knowsth and underſtandeth all things, 
and ſhe ſhall lead me ſoberly in my doings and 
preſerve me in her power * So ſhall my works be 
acceptable to thee. For what man is he that ca 


5 4 
oo 


nſel of Goo, or who can think what 
the will of the Lord is, except thou give 1 
ne ſend wot 1 125. abque,” SET oh Mr} | 


per og tot, Der bl 


ye pins of ir re dom ith dn nk 
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| dearnels , and. preciſion, chat it is amazing 
reaſonable; men, who make them their pays 
_ mew fluch and heir! , 1619 aan differ 
ſo widely and fo egregioully 
to the uſe and efficacy of. che Wer na + 2 | 
Salvation is, in the firſt place the Gift f God. 
This: gift is conveyed to men oni by the 
Merits. th Chriſt... Theſe | merits. are only at- 
ainable by the joint application''of Faith, 
Obediense and Repentance... Theſe virtues' will 


on 5 e God, 440 * 1 * 
f Ch neee e e | 


2 Fen il. hs 71 an chain 71 i add 
chough one be higher han ir yet if ny 
hould, fail, ihe whole lyſtem of Religion 
win fall afelefs.40 che ground, 9960 
00 Heaſter che Almighty ee 45 Fu Fo 
z vens to give men the cleareſt information of 
the terms, by which Bis eternal cou 
ils have decreed 6 ſave them, they will 
5 blaſp eme che light from heaven; and de- 
termine, at all events, 1d be faved in their 
an . E Tore will preſum toully 
3 Dh 
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mar a ER TY the metfts of a Rec 
. ane Shen will pretend,” that Bis 


1 are fufficient, and that a bark 2 


Faith» him is ihe whole of Chriſtian duty, 
_ rejeing both Obe | 
If ſome will ſplir-the conditio of the 66 Gola 
ll farther by relying entirehy on a death. bed 
Repentance.—And if others wilt infiſt chat 
mar is uſebeſs and involuntary. it the Work 
f his xedemption, for that all is done by 
| dhe irreſiſtible Grace of God To alltheſt 
i is fufficient to ſay, char chey are vain and 
Preſumptubus in ſetting up the Gpinion and 
imagination of weak and falliblè men againſt 1 
che infallible teſtimony eee and | 
. 
Since, therefore, To ads, Mila WI 
; have been let looſe im the world miilitatirig 
F Ter: then, and tending to Sorrupt 
, 6 -PRENA a .ant:o' defeaviche_ enck of chat 
- religion, Which is the: repoſitory. of all out 
Hopes: and fine the Oracles of life lie open 
100 the general inſpection of „ mankind the 
N ee is: to apply our ſiculies ſeriocuſly 
and imp: Hally 0 kann the Kull. ar it e 
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br WY prejudice, fingularicy, - and ever * 
evil Affection, Teſt we” fait of the Heavenly 
promiſe through an evil heart. of unbelief, 
The next duty is, alter eſtabliſhing g our re- 
ligious principles, to hive in conformity #0 the 
rule which they preſcribe. | And here an- 
other rock lies in the way of the Chriſtian 


7 


3 


navigation equally dangerous; and doubly 
deceitful, Let us watch every avenue of our 
conduct, leſt we b ſeduced,” rough che de- 


5 Leitfulneſs of fin, from the ſilent paths of! piety, 


virtue into the public walk 00 Metz 
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. wot ting," by prayer! and fupplication hirs 
_ thankſgiving, ler pour e, be” made 
known to God. Noe 


PHE moſt prevalent didate impreſſed 
upon the heart of man, is a ſenſe of his 


dependence on a ſuperior Intelligence. Soon 
as his faculties begin to open and enlarge, ſo 


as to reflect upon the objects which preſent 
themſelves to the mind, he is immediately 


inſpired with the printiples oſ devotion in all 
its ſorms. When he ſurveys the wonders of” 


the material and animal creations ; when he 
eur, the beauty, the order, 
the 
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che variety of nature; When he contemplates; | 


the reſplendent glory of the heavens; how i 


be warmed witk the rapturous admiration of. 


wiſdom, and of the power, of God! And. 
it his ee is thus delighth V em 


ſitution, eee, cannot x T 


it will fell in che ardour of-exuliation, and 


rejoice to pay iis tribute of Adoration and 

Praiſe. Bleſt With the divineſt facultics af 
mind and body, created by God as his la 
and nobleſt produclion, poſſeſſed of a rational 
| and it unortal ſoul; when he ſurv. 
in thei mic of ſuch a ſplendid creation, CY 
 alted as the lord and governor of all, to 
whoſe uſe and happineſs, all adminiſter, and 
on whom the hand of Providence ue 
with a more peculiar care, his breaſt overflow! 
With gratitude, bilſi his tongue is employed 
in olfering the willing ſacriſice of Than giving. 


When he reflects chat all theſe diſtinguiſhing 
privileges and favourz are reached out 10 


ipotence itſelf, ar 


dat it is in the, diſcretion of chat hand. 5 


5s himſelf, | 


_ F 
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itlelf out in more abundance, he will ap- 
Proach che throne of heaven for a continu- 
ation and increaſe of its bleſſings, _ the 
humble interceſſion of Prayer and Supplication. 
ue expreſſions and aſpirations of the heart 
are the native and genuine effuſions | of the 
foul uninſtructed, unprejudiced, unprepoſ- 
ſeſſed. The worſhip of God, however varied 
by accident or inſtitution, however corrupted 
with error or darkened by ſuperſtition, how- 
ever defective, or however rude, is <veval and 
co-extenſive with roar nature, 
| 1 * ende bt dud" ee im- 
| prefſions the divine Author of our religion, 
10 knew what was in man, bath appointed 
PrArsE, FrankscivINnc, and PRAYER, 
to be the conſtituent parts of . holy wor- 
ſhip, by which he is craboldened to approach 
towards the mercy- ſeat of Him, who is exceed- 
ingly glorious, who: 17 cloathed with majeſiy and 
5 lonour, And fince our progreſs and e 
in the virtu 14 of- Faith, Obedience, and Re- 
pentance, and in every Chriſtian duty, depend 
Es the fpirichal ſupplies afforded to our aſlſt- 
afice, w we 1 'onvelve. how imp! "_ a part 


8 0 no 4 4-4. 47 Ls 


Tg : 5 
N * 5 5 
5 5 8 By 
. 0 e f p * g N 


D'ISCOURSE IX. 25% 


thele' acts of devotion, by which F e ene 
acceſs to the throne” of Grace; ſuſtain in the 
ſtem of our religion. T ey are the ap- : 
pointed means of "cultivating an intercourfe 
with chat heaven, from whence all our power 
and ability are derived, Which will be the 
reward of our ſervices and the future reſis 
dence of our ſouls. Before our Saviour 
aſcended tothe boſom of his Father he revived 
the drooping hopes of his diſciples with this 
moſt comfortable and enlivening aſſurance, 
If ye aſk any thing in my name, T will do it, and 
Iwill pray the Father, and he will give v ano- 
1 e e that he may abide with you for 
And whatſoever ye aſk in my name, that 
5 has 40. qa he Seared TR _ 700 rifte 
© on Son. 5 Us 5 
Continue in prayer,” and u in the RY 
with thankſgiving,” is an inſpired command . 
and, to give it a more pointed influence, he 
| hath enforced it by the ſanction of his o . 
Example: In the morning Tifing "up a great 9 
_ while: before day, he went into a folitary place 
and Prayed. Frequently was he ſound 8 ; 
_ gaged in ſpiritual” intercourſe. with 
iy in * 385 ores” of N Thoveh 
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he had no ſins to confeſs no pardon to im- 
Plore, no wants of Grace to have ſupplied; 
yet how aſſiduous in paying his voluntary 
Homage to the God of heaven! His prayers 
were. put up in behalf of men, that his merits 
might be, available in their ſtead, that their 
fins might be forgiven through his ſacrifice, 
and that their obedience to his Goſpel might 
crown the illuſtrious project of his love. 
How: does this example evince the neceſſity, 
how enforce the duty, how: encourage 1 
practice, of devotion among men 1 
In addition to his example 5 ha in- 
5 eee with the moſt divine and perfect 
form. of words, in which we are commanded 
to offer. up our prayers and praiſes, the 
ſacriſice of our hearts and lips, before the 
throne. of Grace. And, as he is fully ac- 
quainted of our indigence, as well as of the 
diſpoſuion of the heavenly. Father, the Prayer 
- which he hath dictated, if uſed in the ſpirit 
ol devotion, cannot fail. of being prevalent = 
7 and, effectual. Ignorant of our on necelli- | 
ties, and more ignorant of the will of Him 
: heron ſupply them, had we been. left, 
without the aſſiſlanc waren SF. to the 
BE =  ſeeble 


_crciſe of devotion, We {hould have k 
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feeble efforts of our own invention in the ex. 
een per- 
petually involved i in error and miſtake ; ; but 
now this confidence. we have in him, that if we 

aſt any thing according to his will, he ae 
18, and if we know that he heareth us whatſoever 
we aſt, we know. wat e Mes Ee that 
tue defired of him. 4 Jo r t 

3 Under the direQion 55 . High Prief 7 
who is paſſed into. heaven, Feſus' the Son of God, 
let usdraw near in fulleſſurance:of faith, and ſay, 
Our FATHER, WHICH ART IR HEAVEN, 
In this ſolemn invocation of \Almighty God, 
our Lord hath taught us to call him Father; 
by Which we acknowledge him to be the 
maker of all things, the father of all men, and 
| their, perſeryer By his paternal providence 
But as Chriſtians, wkom he hath begotten again 
10 a neu and lively hope, und lo dn incorrupts 
55 ible inheritance, we can fue” for; particular” 
intereſt 3 in him as 2, Father; as ſuch, ve are 
5 emboldened to hope for his pardoning mer- 
N. for. as a father bitteth- bus" own children, 
even fo, he hath compaſſion, on thoſe that love im; 


e ; as ſuch We. are encouraged to enpect his 


 Aigernatural aid, for, if we. being evil; a 
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du to give good gifts. to our children, how much 
more ſhall our heavenly" Father give tis "Hol 
Spirit to tſiem that aft lim? and as luch, we are 
fmally aſſured that we fall receive from him 
the Spirit of adoption, by which "he ill give 
us potoer to become his ſons, and if children tien 
Retro, heir of God, and coſieixs of Chriſt, in his 
kingdom of happineſs and” glory. "Has 
Lower Br THY NAWE, To have à proper 
ſenſe of tie ſublime object of religion is of 
che laſt importance to our religious conduct: 
ſor whey we are convinced that he is of 
er yes than to'behold iniquity; this will im! 
duty, and We ſhall worſhip him in 
the beauty of holingfs':' Holy and Reverend i 
bis name! THW EIN BOMH COME. Hei 
he teaches us to pray that the Kingdom 
een which he" hath Planted” may 


| R cler tbr Gola! ey be every Where 
embraced and praiſed; that the kingdoms of 
the world may become the kingdoms of God and 
of his Chriſt. And, in this Petition, we extend | 
Sur devotions beyond the Precincis of this 
world, praying for the approach &" that 
eppy e - when ds 8 neto heaven? 
and 


Fg 
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_Di1:$ C: wy 1 R N E.. 


Ke e, as hs ps in rather 4 of the 
Father, and ſhall "reign for ever and ever. 
Aus WILL BE DONE IN ae n, A r 1 
AN HEAVEN In this petition 
reſtored through Chriſt to that ſtate of 
in this life, that, in another, ve may be meet 
10 become partakers of the. inhierilance of the 
Saints in light, . Gtvs vs Turs bar ious 


DAILY BREAD- Here We ſolicit that om- 


nipotent Being who giveth ſeed to the: ſower 
and bread lo the eater, to give us the fruits of - 
5 the earth, | in their due ſeaſon, for tlie ſupport 
of our animal life; arid; in due ſeaſon the 
emanation of his Grace, for the lupport of - 
Nos nad, life, AND rose bs 
ou TRESPASSE hs AS WE FORGLIVE 
tun THAT. 1 ESPAS S ACAINST. 
s. Alter our warmeſt efforts to aſpire 
to heaven, ſo ſtrong 1 is the bias of. our corrup- 
tion, tat we are frequently drawn back 
into the commiſſion. of fin. . In this. Petition 
we ſue for univerſal forgiveneſs ; and, as the 


purchaſer of i it hath appointed T o do to others, ” 15 | 


as we would, they ſhould-do unto us to he the 
criterion. of his moral law, ſo, by parity of 


 x6alon, he enjoins 10 forgive others, as the 
FF 11 e con- 


2 


+ 
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U 07 US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, 
BUT DEETVER US FROM EVIE. The 
pardon of our ſms is one part of our re- 

-demption, and the counter part to it is the 

virtuous conduct of our future lives. Having, 

in the laſt petition ſued for pardon, in this, 
we ſupplicate the tribunat of Grace to ſup- 
| ngthen, and to eſtabliſh us in the 
and religion- FO THINE 

FS THE BIN'GD OM, AND T HE POWER, 
AND \THE\//GLO BY | 1 % N * 
e oo oo} 067 514 
Fs ineſtimable PR ” prayer, en 

our Lord hath conſecrated to the uſe of his 

church, preſents us with a compendious out- 
Ine of the Chriſtian Redemption, and may 
be conſidered as a ſummary of our religion 
your the ſmalleſt but moſt perfect ſcale. In 

t every ac of devotion is exerted; out 
veneration, our gratitude, our praiſes and 

our prayers with united powers aſſail the 

85 gates of heaven, and, if they flow from a 

fincere and Pious hear, Nay: me fake it ET | 

Violence. 


been thi eich a daten ed. to -Dejvicd 


* 


Dy the inſtitution 


f 5 its reſidence ii in the heart, which nin 
be prepared by the pure ſpirit of devotio "A 


the foundation, and in ene che inter- 


40 contemplate its native e in 


ſts ob Religion. an ins, 1601 
Religion is no uſeleſs theory of the 


before it can ſecurely erect its thro 


not enough that the mind be D 


or that che underſtanding be convinced, un- 


. 


5 vain. That reli 
z RO obvious io all, but unleſs-ſh 


8 3 ſerwice, unleſs ſhe : | 
unleſs we love, delire, eee eee 
| ver cordially eſpouſe, her. That citadel 


3 


leſs che affections b. 
every act of relig 


will bei attempted. in 
igion is eſſential to our haps! 


210 1 


* 8 the paſſions 28 well As; reaſon, , 155 9 


ichin che breaſt, in which: are kept all the 


dprings hat aduate the movements of che 
foul muſt firſt be taken, before ſhe can / 


foundation of 

carthly attachments and to give us a reliſh: 
m1 ata Joys, to raiſe the affections to the 
„ FF. 9ů ſublimeſ} 


Religion. To looſen our 
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ſublimeſt objects and to cultivate an inter- 
courſe with ale iat wand is the pro- 
vince: of: devotion It is to dedicate our 
hearts and affeclions to God. Towards him 
it directs all veel nenn, 
8 and teaches all her wiſhes: and deſires to 
= hogs ae as an | With profoundelt yen 


ad 


dae — of Ria card en- 
riched nn ed and redeemed by his | 


into — — of devotion 
we keep alive in our breaſts a e een 
depesdber ups him, of reverence for his 
laws, and of ſorrow ſot our offences: againſt 
with all our heart, "with ali our ſoul," with all 
our mind, and with all our-Airingth." Such is 

the intercourſe which devotion opens with 
the Deity: Though he' deotꝛth Iimfelf with 
light as with a garment, it ean introduce the 
kumbleſt mortal to his acquaintance; and 


Fe the vere as in a Tacred e oe maß 
N OY wa 
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walk bumbiy uit r is God. in the fweet fe 
nity of. gratitude and love, In ſhort, when 
the principle of deyotion is cultivated unde. 


| the auſpice- of: aur wee gen, and 


of. ane, nature, aa u. 10 Sea =o. 
that eyangelic' ſtate in which all our hopes 


and wiſhes centre, and winging all the far 
| culties of the foul in the groſecution of 155 5 23 # 


However thisangelic virtue may be — 
by choſe, whoſe: hearts haue been harden 
| trough! tie deceiiſulngſ: of. ebend laimmee 


don to its enen e eee lee. 


. tic-exercife; which deſtroys ever 
1 I | lemtimert which : Lamps 


Aurel ee f ite oul, and which 
| excludes the buſin fe . as well as prohibits the 
pleaſures of Vie Ft they, WhO have been moſt 
Pra , Le and who have gh: true 


2 


relith of ins joys; know. it to» be not ol 


ee We rational Webb e e but 2 


— 


346 DISCOURSE N. 


ductions ef genius and imagination, and 
the improve 


| Sept of ſocial intercourſe, from 
_domeſtic tranquility and repoſe, from the ſoft 
endearments of familly connex ions, it raiſes 
gur affections to the ultimate ſource from 
whence. theſe bleſſings flow, It doubles the 
ſphere of all our enjoyments by crowning 
ex. ter i leaf res and purſuits with the 


ſerve your Maker by doing good to men, 
And though it prohibit hurtful plevfiives, or 
uch a total attach 


attentions; yet it indulges in ever 
diverſion, which may relieve the mind; and 
qualify i it to bear more uſeſul exerciſes. But 
it does not t only allow us in the virtuous 
uſe of the amufements of the world; it 
ſures of its on of far higher reliſh and 


heart. It invariably inculcates this 
portant leſſon, Moſt enn, do you 


ent to thoſe that are 
at, as tends to exclude more important 
N rational 


133 FY 2 3 86 Os 2.30 N 1 
t, and treats us with plea- 


more unfading luſtre, From the ſilent beau · 
ties of unadorned creation, from, the pro- 


ents of art, from philoſophical 
its in all their variety and extent, from 


ſublime 
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l tene affeclon of gratitude to heaven. 
To contemplate the glories and perfedtions 
öl its inhabitant, to view his image impreſſed 
on all his works, to dwell upon his love, his 
mercy, and his goodneſs, to | repoſe our 
truſt and hope and confidence in him who 
is faithfulneſs and truth, to be con ſcious that 
wie move under his ſuperititending eye which 
views and approves our actions, and io know 
that his ear is ever open to our prayers, io 
tefle@ that the high and lofty One, who inha< 
biteln eternity, dwelleth with the humble and 
_ contrite heart. —theſe ſentiments are the ge- 

tine grounds of conſolation, in which a 
| fational OL: kamera foul can finally | 
Aqulelts. 

Light up the holy flame & Ae in 
your breaſts,” So far from ſuffering Wenge 
to remain a cold and languid theory, i 
| will invigorate the affections and retain 3 | 

in its cauſe, , So far from retardirig the buſi- 
Heſs of life, i it will give it ſpirit and alacrity. 

So far from throwing a damp on the gratifi- 
cations of the world, it will heighten and re 

| fine them by. adding the ſuperior reliſh of its 

own. 1 is che foundation and ſupport of all 
| religion 


„ 
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In the hour of retirement, and in 1 day of - 
adverſity, on the couch of ſickneſs, and on the 
bed of ſorrow it will raiſe the languid head 
and heal the aching heart. In che place of 
mort. i ved viſionary hopes, it will. ſubſtitute 
thoſe which are unfading and ſubſtantial. As 
vou grow. weaker and more infirm, it will 
gather ſtrength... to enliven the hours of ſoli- 
tudle, infirmity, and old- age. It will ſupport 
the weary pilgrim. in the lll ſtages. of his 
journey, and ſhine as a holy taper to light his 
deſcent through the dark antichamber of the 
grave, And when the ſoul hovers, - at laſt, 
over hier earthly. tabernacle, ſhe will be elevat- 
ed wich holy rapture, and ardent to eſcape. out | 
of the ſnare arid to aſſert that heaven Which 
he hath often ee in the fois of 
devotion. „„ . 
r Devotion "the __ 8 injoin 


two. ſorts, Private and Public. 
Yea. in the ads of meditation "and 


prayer, we aſpire to an intercourſe with the 
. Moſt High, it is Juſt that our attention ſhould 
be abſtracted from the world, and fixed on 
bim alone.  Arnidlt the ayocations and the 
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bultie 6f life, it is impoſſible to Mierigits our 
thoughts from earth, and t6 raiſe them up td 
Heaven. Innumierable objects ruſh upon the 


mind with petulant intruſion to draw back 
our affeRions, before they can aſcend. But, 


in the ſeaſon of retirement, terreſtrial cares 


may be excluded, and the ſoul remain calm 
and difengaged for religious exercifes It is 
poſſible too, that what is done in public may 
have ſome vain or intereſted fnotive; for man 
Ibotetù | on- the outtbard appearance only; but 
what is tranfaQed in private can fpring from 
nomie but a ſincere and pious intent, for the 
Lord lootethi on the heart. Frequently did 
our ſaviour court ſolitude and ſilefice for the 
cxerciſe of devotion, and he hath left be- 
hind him this general command, When thou : 
hrayeſt thou ſhalt not be as thi hypocrites are, for 
they love to pray landing in the ſjnagogues and 
in the corners of the ſtreeti, that thiy may be ſcen 
of men; but thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into 
thy cloſet, and when'- thou haft  ſliut tht door, 
pray unto thy fa ther which is in ſecret, and thy | 
. * which is in ſecret ſhall reward thee openly.” 
Vet he does not injoin an entire ſcqueſtratior? f 
from fociety.” He himſelf as from che | 


Lo * 
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 Dountain to mix with the multitude. and, by 


is intercourſe with the world, he 3 


i. A total abſtraction from ſociety is 
attempt to defeat the purpoſe of e ee 5 
Which hath placed us on the ſtage of life, as 
on a field of battle, where the objects of our 
warfare are the paſſions, injuries; and injuſtice 
of men, and the armour with which we are 
equipped, patience, faith, and. charity. The 
world armed with its fmiles and frowns 
i the enemy we are to vanquiſh. If you 
deſerr the world, how can you prove the 

mour by whieh you axe 46 triumph ? Bus 


eceffary to retire frequently into the 
facred retreat of devotion; in order to derive 

choſe ſpiritual reſourſes, which may enable us 
Pe the n aan de Slang gag = 
- we chip are ey ee we We 

* created for ſociety, and experience the 
advantage of this natural bond in all the tem- 
Poral concerns of life. And, finge we are 
fill more cloſely united by Chriſt our head, 
OE: en WE. AK, why ſhould we not 
5 be wad by ſending hm vp in - 


Son 
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pete ? The church God bath conſecrated 
As his Houſe, the- place of his more par- 
ticular preſetice, and hes fios of tttes the 
Furzered together m his name, there in he in 
the midi of them: * That He, hs dweleth in 
He hgh and holy plate, condeſcends bo vilit 
oft aſſerhblies, is the higheſt hotour c- 
etre on men. k. bond adtionifſi us, Shen 
we approach his temple, to-preferve n awfill 
Fife of Him inte whoſe prelense we are 
rome, and to prepare our heafts to ap 
| before him. Here let us combine all the 
roble alfections of the foul to form one com- | 
mon facrifice of prayer, thankſgiving g and | 
Praiſe. Here, with united powers, let us 
Call Wes yo « inviſible Being, be 
From every one ef u. Here let us pour out 
our ſouls before” him. Here let us oH 
ee beauty "of foolingfs, © How" grand! 
how folemn ! how divine! is 2 Chriſtian 
pong laying aſide all diflinQion' high” an- 
low, rich and poor, one with another, e 
| Heart and with ene voice ſending up their 
prayers and praiſes to the God of heaven! 
1 paige the facred- influence. of Eg 


ir not far 
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pbreaſt, and with an holy emulation. they out : 
vie Sch. other in the aye of God and i in 
5 "feQion, - As ſl as is ſweeteſt eee 
of the conſcious breaſt, With what heart- 
Felt ſatisfaction does it operate towards an 
aſſiſtant fellow creature ? How tumultuous. 
then, , muſt be the overflowings of the 
ſoul, when the moſt ſolemn. ↄccaſions call 
her, in united. concert, to make her * 
Acceptable on the altar of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving to the univerſal fountain of benificence, 
from _ whence. her being, her Fa ervation, 

| and her red 27 2tion flow 2 © abs 
But we. are ever tq en e that God, 

who made the world and all things in it, Jing 

flat he is Lord o Heaven and cart, 45. not 

worſhipped with men's hands as though he needed + 

 gny thing, ſeeing he gaue ia all life, and breath, 

vnd all things, The worſhip and adoration 
ol ten thouſand: choirs of men and angels, 
cannot add io that conſummate | happineſs 
in which. he is enſhrinsd. Our prayers 

= and aſpirations aſcend up to hęaven, like 
the exhalatipns of the earth, pnly to return in 


aus of dene en N enten, - be 
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God is a Spirit, and the true worſhippers ſhail 
worſhip him, in Spirit and in truth. However 
our deyotion may be. modihed, whether it be 
Private or public, unleſs it ſpring from an 

| humble and ſincere heart, it will be languid 
and enfeebled, unable to reach the heaven ok 
aims at. The ſucceſs aſcribed to he publican, | 
who, flood afar off and would not ſo much as 
lift his eyes to heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, 
Evances the importance of humility and con: 

krition; whillt che example of holy David 
recommends a fincere and feryent zeal, 7 will 
Fray with my heart, and 1 will, pray with my 
; underſtanding alſo, I will fing with my. heart 
e Twill ſing, with my underſtanding. alſo... 


But What gives devotion its final value, is 5 


that it ſubdues every ſinful and ſordid 


Es paſſion, and trains us to che functions of uni- 5 


verſal charity, Unaccompanied by this eſſen; 


| tial qualiſſcation j it is only to inſult the face 0 f 1 


5 heaven, Lou ſordid anchoret, Who ſeek 


3 OX calm retreat to let yqur heart ſleep, undiſ- 


tur bed over your uſeleſs riches, in vain dq : 
ou prefer the offerings of your lips. | The 
gates of heaven are ſhut againſt them, ang 

ban wi be N Ws the N and 


KF; * 2 | VVV : by: | | 
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| humanity of your heart and by the liberality 
of your hand: How can your prayers tar- 
- Niſhed with the ruſt of your poſſeſnons enter 
into the ears of Him who loveth righteouſneſs 
and mercy, who hath commanded to open thy 
hand wide unto thy brotzer, iu thy poor ond to 
thy needy in thy land, and who gave theſe 
riches that you might make them ſhine by be- 


ing a father tothe fatherleſs, and a huſband to 


the widow. Fou who are zealous towards 
God, but unjuſt * to men, you who are affidu- 
dus to pray, but have locked out of your 
breaſt che feelings of a man and the love of 
A brother, firſt let your heart relent before 
it prefumes to offer its obfations. Learn 
; righteouſneſs and practice mercy, then will 
Jour prayers be ſet forth i in his fight as incenſe, 
And the hitting up of your hands asan evening 
. facrifice. -Lit the wicked Jorſake his way 
and the une ighteous man his thoughts, and lt 
him turn unto the Lord and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God and he will abundant- 
h pardon ; for we know that God heareth not 
5 but if a man be a 2 2 7 God and 
1 nc his 2977 him. he ee 


. 
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5 beſeech you, therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, to preſent youyſelues a living 
ſacriſice holy and acceptable to God, which is 
Jour reaſonable ſervice. And be not con formed . 
to this world, but be ye transformed by the renews 


ing of your mind, that ye may know what is the 


| * and e will 1 God, 
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© many as. have bak bp 90 into Chri init, 
ave 2 on . 


Refs: 8 and . Wade of 
divine worſhip, our great Prophet hath: 
appointed other means, by which the can- 
 didates for the high reward held out by his 

religion may procure Grace to enable them 


= perform their duty and to run the race of 


immortality. Theſe are Bar T IAU and Tux 
SurrER OF THE Lon p. 1 1 
Thaſe inſtitutions are particular e 


between Chriſt and wy in which, we are 
bound 


rs O R K av. 


bound to perform the Condition of the 
Covenant of Grace” *: afid iti Which © he 
& engages to give us the priveleges of chat 
Covenant, and particularly to ſupport us by 
his Spirit: * In theſe; meri devote themſelves 

to him by the moſt ſolemn obligation, as a 
ſoldier does when he is in the ſervice of his 
Prince. They have hence obtained the fiame 
of S HAMURNTSs Of oaths, by which we 
enter as faithful Joldiets under his banner who 
is the captain of our ſalvation, and engage to 
tontinue fuch to che laſt period of our lives. 
He hath ordamed them as pledges of | his love ; 


the one to adopt us into his heavenly family, _ 


and to initiate us into the promifes of God; 
the other for d continual femembrance of lis 


death, by which theſe promiſes _ ferured 


= our great and endleſs comfort. 


And as legal inſtruments are executed wich 


. the formality of hands ind feals, in the 


9 


facramental Covertants, our Lord hath ap- 


5 pointed viſtble and material Fiſtrumenti as the 
feals of our ſpiritual obligations, By the 
, formal execution of theſe, our attefition is 


| Excited, our affeclions wa and our 


„„ winde? 


tion of civil contracts; 3* 40, inn chele 


WV: R 8 K * 


minds impreſſed; and we ſummon heaven 
and earth as witneſſes. of our vows. But 
they are calculated to cover other important 
meanings. The religious duties, to which 
. the Sacramenis oblige us; can be diſcharged 
only through. the aſſiſtance of Grace, and 
their Inſtruments were appointed to be ex- 
ternal Signs of | that internal principle, by 
conveying a figurative and ſpiritual meaning. 
They are farther deſigned to be actual Means, 
by which the. influence of the Spirit is ſhed 
down upon every religious obſerver of. theſe 
vows... And, fince what is inward and invi- 
ble cannot make its. addreſs to the ſenſes 
nor deeply impreſs the. mind, our Lord 
hath ordained them as viſible Pledges: and 

memorials to preſent to the ſenſes a palpable 
8 that his ſpiritual aid will as ſurely 
be imparted, as they are duly) executed. and 
applied. As our bodies are waſhed by 
Mater in baptiſm, ſo certainly. will our ſouls 
be waſhed from ſin; as our bodies are 
nouriſhed by Bread broken and Mine poured 
out and received, ſo certainly will our ſouls 
be nouriſhed and renewed k chat 1 


_ food * 
* t 8 . ** £ 
* * g 
7 I * 
7 7 & 
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3 * 


food heart” to us by en m © vi 
and ſhedding the blood, of Chriſt. 

Here we have a preciſe view of as two 
f e vows. They are not only Co 


venants obliging us to perform the Condition 1 


of the Goſpel, but are alſo Signs, Means, 
and Pledges of that Grace which muſt enable 
us to diſcharge it. Jo engage were fruitleſs, 
_ unfleſs we could perform. The Sacraments 
are calculated for both theſe ends; for, 


whilſt they bind us to the performance, they _ 


_ ſupply us with the power. But we are 
ever to remember that the external obſervance 


of theſe ſolemn rites can be of no poſſible | 


avail, unleſs we cheriſh the internal principle 
by diſcharging our duty in a fincere and 

honeſt heart, We will, firſt, inveſtigate the 
Inſtitution of Baptiſm, the propriety of the 
Inſtrument, and its ſpiritual correfpondence; 7 
in the ſecond place, we will take a nearer 
view of the Obligations and Benefits; and 


thirdly, endeavour to vindicate net „ 


or ro” ee Eats 


3 


% a 
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| „ens 10 os Hl Debi: a bias habit 
5 jag 1 85 the mind, in all his words, ac- 
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tions, and inſtitutions, the divine Author 


of our religion accommodated himſelf to the 
language, ſentiments, and uſages of thoſe, 


who were the immediate objects af his diſci- 
pline. And, as every ſtep which he purſued 
was marked with that wiſdom which is only 


from above; ſo by this expedient he inſtilled 
the principles of his religion in the moſt na- 
tural and familiar way. He made himſelf 
more caſily and cleatly underſtood, and 
avoided the inconvenience of ſwelling his 


_ Goſpel by a number of explanations. Be- 
Ing born and educated under the Jewiſh law, 


he was naturally drawn into alluſions to its 


occaſion ta inſtityte a ſolemn rite to ſerve 
important purpoſes in his new economy, he 


had immediate recourſe to its ceremonial, 
Now Baptiſm was an ancient Jewviſh rite uſed 


on admiſſion into their Coyenant, which our 


Saviour eſpouſed in its accuſtomed form, and 
tranſplanted into his religion. By this means 
the connexian between the Covenants was 
Preſerved, and there was, ſurely, the greateſt 
| propriety in continuing the ſame initjatory 
"Fits 619: us final On which had ob- 


WES I tained 


+ 


ROVER in that ES was Preparatory. to it. 
To dignify it by a ſolemn annunciation for 
the high ſtation it was afterwards.to hold, the 
Fore- runner of the Meſſiah, who came in the 
ſpirit and. power of Elias, appeared preaching 
and baptizing. To give it a ſtill higher ſanc- 
tion, our Lord ſuffered himſelf to be baptized 
by him in the river Jordan; and at laſt he 
confirmed the inflitution by a direct com- 
mand, Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing 
| them in the name of the Father, and Y the 

Son. and of the Holy Ghoſt. 25 
Ihe uſes for which Bankifm 3 was a 
| pre important, and eyince the propriety of 

the external Inſtrument. One is to initiate _ 
us into the Chriſtian Covenant in ſolemn - 
form. As many as are baptized into Chriſt, have 
put on Chriſt, And ſince the great object of 
our religion is to extirpate fin, and to cleanſe 

and purify the heart, Water, the proper ele- 
ment for waſhing and puriſying, is adopted 
as the emblematic inſtrument of our admiſſion, 
Another uſe of the inſtitution is to diſtinguiſh 
the diſciples of Jeſus from all other men, of 
which diſtinction Baptiſm by Water. is the 
ele enſſgn; ; thus we are all united 
= | nder 
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under one head, and all baptized into one "OY 
And if we view the inſtitution in its moſt 
important end, as a Covenant engaging us to 
fulfil the condition of the Goſpel, we ſhall 
acknowledge the propriety of that Inſtru- 
ment, by whach we enter into 8 80 e 
ment! 5 
All cheſe formal and external offices 6K the 
baptiſmal vow have a reference to a ſpiritual . 
and internal correſpondence. That we are 
admitted by Baptiſm into the holy ſociety of 
Chriſtians, that we are diſtinguiſhed as mem- 
bers of the catholic church, that we enter 
into covenant with our Redeemer, will be 
uſeleſs and ineffectual, unleſs we receive the 
baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt to waſh away 
our fins, to ſanctify our hearts, and to enable 
= As to fulfil the obligation of our vow. Except 
5 a man be born of Water and the Spirit, he hall 
not ſee the kingdom of God. We have Grace 
conveyed to us by the baptiſm of water, and 
it reſts on the improvement of it, whether we 
ſhall be worthy to be baptized with that 
ſpiritual baptiſm which will ſeal us to the day 
of Redemption. Let us endeavonr to grow ; 
in this Grace, to cheriſh and invigorate this 
85 e 5 
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e addeſtial; principle; -for he is not a Chriſtian, 

toho is one outwardly, neither is that baptiſm 

wich is outwardly in the fleſh; but he is a 

Chriſtian, who is one ' inwardly, and baptiſm is 

that of the heart in the ſpirit. Proceed we to 
a view of the e and nen off m_ 
1 . 5 W 


. Warn, we, - put, on ; Chnſt 195 3 | 
baptized i in his Name, beſide the Covenant in 
which we. engage, this figurative mode of 
ſpeaking has a. farther meaning, which im- 
plies the diſcharge. of its Obligations. | To 
lead men by his example to the. performance 
of the duties he injoined Was a principle object 
of our Saviour's life. He aſſumed our na- 
ture to diſpenſe the law from heaven, and 
to inſtru us in his own perſon how to obey 
it. From him we. have the precept, and in 


bim the example too. His life was a con- IL 


tinued flrain of righteouſneſs and mercy, 
and to put on Chr iſt 5 is to cloath ourſelyes in 
che robes of his univerſal obedience ; ; for he 
_ who profe eſſeth to abide in him, muſt alſo walk 
even as he walked. - By baptiſm we oblige our- 
ſelves to o perform. che whole condition of 


C 


the Goſpel. Renouncing all profane and 
irreligious principles, abandoning all carnal 
inclinatiohs and vicious practices, we devote 
ourſelves to the faith and humble obedience 
of God the Father our beneficient Creator, 
of God the Son our metciful Redeemer, of 
God the Holy Ghoſt our ſpiritual Supporter, 
and engage to hve under the influence of a 
penitential fear. So many of us, therefore, 
_ as are baptized into Feſus Chriſt; are baptized 
into his death, that like as Chrifl was raiſed from 
the dead by the glory of the Jather, even Jo we 
Jroud walk in newneſs of We. | 
The Benefits which refult from the perform- 
ance of theſe engagements, are all the pri- 
veleges which were purchaſed by his merito- 
rious exertions, Who hath redeemed us by 
his Iove. Pardon of all our offences original 
and aQual.—The fanctifing influence of 
Grace io ſtrengiheri and ſupport us. he 
Adoption of ſons and fellow citizens with the 
Saints. And if ſons then heirs, heirs of 
Cod, and coieirs with Chriſt, Which conſtitutes 
the final benefit of the baptiſmal vow- This | 


"i the crown reſerved for the faithful in 


heaven. This is the Kingdom of Glory which 


7 | . iy 7 5 8 1 : 1 5 
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will laſt for ever, in which we ſhall reign = . 
5 with Chriſt, in the boſom olf the Father, in | 
. tonſumtnate ah of n A Wang 5 


* * . * Ai i: 26 5 


N 


ill Tas e e e ws Ghriſtian 
profeſſion by baptiſm, in the carlieſb ra of - 
the church, were perſons of maturer age, who. 
believed the Goſpel, on the. evidences which 
| they witneſſed themſelyes, or on the immedi 
ate teſtimony . of others! Afterwards, the 
Infants, of believing parents . were adopted : 
into the Chriſtian, communion. by the ſame. 
ceremony; : the reaſon of which i 18 founded. | 
in the nature of Baptiſm as an ancient initi- 
ating Tite—in the tenor of the Covenant in- 


to which they were admitied and in the 
| words of the inſtitution itſelf, 1 1 


oh l 3 ä 1 "i 


5 1. Bap eim. Ve have bene, 8 


* 


"Sad 


eure their 1 by hs e . 
ke would have embarraſſed chem the more 
5 perverting its ule, Now » we know, on 7 

the authority « of many ancient Jewiſh writers, CO 

fhrar ks in conjunction with "Cirrus, _— 

NT "8 08 


cifion was the public rite by which Children 
were initiated into their Covenant. Had he, 
however, changed its uſe; he would have 
been particularly expreſs in marking the dif- 
ference ; but as no exception is found in the 
words of che inſtitution, nor in any part of 
me ſacred volume, we may refl' affured that 
* was intended e, _ in Þs ancient 
NE 9 1555 „ 
2. That che eiter f "ay AA Wie; in- 
tereſted in their Covenanit equally with their 
Parents is evident from that memorable paſſ- 
age, Ye ſtanu this day att of you before the Lord | 
your God, you little ones, and your wives, and 
- the ſtranger Mat is in the camp; that tou {the 
Whole collective body) ſhouldeſt enter into coue- 
nant with the Lord thy God, and into his oath. It 
is even extended to the unborn: Neither with 
jou only do T make the covenant and this oath, 
"but with him that Nandelj here with us'this day, 
| before the Lord our God. and al alſo with him that 
n not here with us this day... And fince. the 
Chriſtian Covenant i is of a niore benign and 
| extenſive genius than che Jewiſh, when our 
ford inſtituted. the fame Tite of i initiation, he 
would: not, E exclude Children, from | 
7 be- 
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being thereby. entitled to the een, 


of his more gracieus diſpenſation. The 


_ Covenant by Moſes. was a type or ſubſtitute 


ol that by Jefus, and e may reſt aſſured that 
Children are equally: entitled io his Cove- 
nant, and of courſe ta its initiating rite. But 
we have the words of an inſpired Apoſtle, 


eſtabliſhing this point in the moſt direct and 
forcible - manner.  Repent and be baptized. 3 
euerꝝ one of you ; for the Promiſe is to you and te 


your children, and to all that are afar off. * He 


ys tells us that the Promiſe is univerſal, and _ 
commands us to make the rite of-- SUS e 0 


> univerſal. too, The diſpenſation ol the Goſ- 
pel reaches to all ages and generations of 


men, and all have a right to be introduced to 


its benefits by the medium of that intivation, 
'  wwhich its omniſcient Anger Shs con- 


venient to ordain, 


3. But Infant-baptiſm is „ in as ä 
| To words of the inſtitution, / Go teach alt 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 5 Father, 7 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Surely _ 
children form no inconſiderable 122 of al = 


2, 2 
7 5 1 3 8 p 
* . 1 * * * + 0 TY * 
A : ZE : * 7 


42 


bu * LIN z : * 
: * 
A 8 j 3 * 8 2 x * 
/ 4 Y 0 
4 . bs 4 * 1 1 2 N : 4 
- — ys 
* * 4 - 
4 8 * N 
14 : 4 
- 8 is * 4 "i 
. ” — * „ N < ” „ 1 
: — . * ” x N 
7 q 1 > . 4 4 3s 4 + 
. 3 a, ; * LA ; Je 2 ; &# 
te - * 8 = . * 1 4 oy . i 
4 4 5 * 6 5 ” ” 4 P 
. F N : 
A E 5 * _ * * 
— 5 5 N : 
— ũ—s —— ——— —ð ———ñ— ͤůꝛ—— — ———— — 2 —— — —— — : . 
— — nd CFC ⁵˙¹wꝛꝛA ² U . ons 1A) A IP aro > — — — — . 2 — - . : 
- =_ : = _ = ——__ r : Z - I = n . —— Mee == - = ==: _ \ 
- == 5 8 2 by EEE 3 e REST 3 | 


oY DISCOURSE I 


FE: OY ESE arguments advancing from three | 
| Aren quarters, ſupporting each other, and 
converging to the ſame point, are, we preſume, 
a a ſufficient warrant for the practice of our 
_ church in baptizing infants. It is, however, ob- 
| jected, that as Baptiſm is not only an initiat- 
ing rite, but alſo a covenant or vow, Children 
cannot underſtand the terms, nor engage for 
themſelves; — that they are incapable of diſ- 
charging the obligations ;—and that the en- 
gagements of parents and friends cannot 
bpblige them, when yy arrive at a a diſcretion- 
h a period of life. Inf | 
1. The parties pen are Chriſt . 
5 the Baptized. The benefits lie on the ſide of 
the former, and the duties on the ſide of 
the latter. II Chriſt admit the baptiſm of in- 
fants, the covenant wil be effectual, notwith- 
ſtanding their incapacity io know or to con- 


ſent to it; for he can accept their ignorance 


and innocence ſor the preſent, and give 
them his bleſlings in return. e himſelf 
took them. up in his arms, laid lis hands upon 
them, and bleſſed them ; and if they are ſuſ- 
8 Feptible of a bleſſing, they are capable of be; 
ing hopped which i is 1 1 7 75 appointed way at 


Wi, | mg 
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5 introducing them to all the bleſſings of the” 
Chriſtian inſtitution, and of placing them ae”: 
more immediate e 05 the h "MR , 
. tection. F f N 
And though 1 are ett to cvenünt 


in their on perfons, yet to conſult the ad- 


| vantage of. his child is a duty incumbent on 
every parent. He may dedicate him to re- - 
ligion on one hand, and Chriſt may receive 
him on the other, notwithſtanding his igno- 
rance and inability.” And, ſince the benefits 55 


are not to be obtained without perſorming 


the ſtipulated duties at a competent age, any 
dther perſon may engage as a Sbonſor, that 
he ſhall then diſcharge them. This is an ad 
ol the high benevolence performed in behalf 
ol the baptized, and, when ſeconded by good 


be diſcharged, And ſhould he abandon, in 5 

his future conduct, the obligations of his vow-w. 

the. Sponſor will nevgrthelels be entitled tq 

. Teward for his work of charity, Children 

are perſons in the Law. They have many 
rights belonging to them, which are ſecured 

: by. the intervention of legal inſtruments, - m EY 
Wh * 89957 enter into covenant 8 the 
<P meu 
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medium of truſtees, Who engage in their 
names, that they ſhall diſcharge the obliga- 
tions at ſome future date. If they neglect 
ſuch diſcharge, they forfeit the advantages 
5 Vithout deriving any detriment to the truſtecs. 
= By the Covenant of Grace children have a 
light to an immorte inheritance. Baptiſm | 
is the ſubordinate covenant by which their 
title is fecured. Sponſors are the truſtees 
acting in their behalf, And, as it would be 
unjuſt 10 depxive a child of his temporal 
property, by rejecting his name out of a legal 
inſtrument; ſo it is infinitely more juſt to 
Prohibit him from that which is Sn by 
omitting to put in his baptiſmal claim, 
2. The incapacity of children to diſcharge 
| its obligations is no bar to their partaking of 
this facred rite, as it is not neceſſary a cove- 
- nant ſhould be fulfilled by both parties im- 
| mediately, and at the ſame inſtant oſ time. 
How many contracts occur, where one part 
„ of the agreement is performed many years 
5 | before the other? And why may not He 
| who redeemed them by his love, and in whoſg | 
_ eſtimation a thouſand years are as one day, con- 
2 * i pgs infants 9985 W benediction, 
„ „%% yy 


—— 


J mance of allo ka 
ata | Nang date# He does not require our 
duty before it is poſſihle, but when it is en- 


ee practicable ; and, if it be then religiouſ- E 


b performed, it will ſeal the covenant, con- : 


firm the benehits, and ſecure the reward. 


25 Nor let the reprobate, When he e 5 


upon the province, of the reaſonable man, 
hop e to ſhake off the obligations of the bap- 
te vow, on the ſhallow Pretence that he 
was an infant when it Was made, and did 
. not give it the ſanction of his on conſent. 
Let him reflect, ' that He, who: commanded him 
to be baptized, i is his Saviour and his God, to 
| Whoſe will he is entirely ſubſervient without: 
Bis previous Riipvlation | or aſſen t. Let him 
look up with reverence and gratitude to the 


Author of this holy inſtitution, which, is im : 


poſed upon. him by {uperior wiſdom. for. the 


advancement of his happineſs, and repair to | 


the performance of his duty with a willing 


mind. It he reſiſt, and refiife by! his religious 5 


conduct to ratify. his vow, let him tremble 
at the arm that is charged with vengeance.” 


| Rather. let him conſult his greateſt bappi- g 


Fels, and crown the charity of his friends 


* . him 10 "ION, and the love of , 
| his : 


i 
} 
4 
| 
' 
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his Saviour in receiving him to grace, by 4 


voluntary and ſtrenuous cen, of all 
his religious obligations; _ 


"Bir however. ſcriptural | and expedient 
a baptiſm of infants, yet when ſudden ill- 
neſs or r uncxpeftcd accident hurries them off. 
before che ceremony can be performed, no 
doubt remains, but that they will be received 
by Him who always accepts : a good inten- 
tion ini the room of an action, and that he 
will fave them by his JIove. Let us not, how- 
ever, delay dedicating, our children to his 
fervice by that inflitution which he has ap- 
pointed, chat they may be tranſlated i into the 
family of God. 'Whiltt adorned with the 
robe of i innocence, let u us preſent | them unto. the 
Lord as lambs without blemiſh, who will waſh 
them in his blood, and endue them with his 
Spirit. Let us commit them 10 his care, who 
is merciful to all ages and degrees of men, 

and who cannot but protect the tender in- 
nocence of thoſe, whom he has propoſed | 3 
4 pattern to all who would be ſubjeds, of 5 
his kingdom. And let us crown theſe 


auſpicious beginnings with a a _virt; i 
; ues" education. e 
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2 intent of the two wo ſacramental, inflitu- 
ions, and the place which, they hold in the 
Tyſtem of religion, before We 1 
particular ſupſect of t b 
take a diſtant view of the ans conne: cio 

4 that fubfiſts between them e 
both derived fro n_the-appoint- 

t of Chriſt,” They both come under the 
of covenants. or vows. The parties 
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„ DISCOURSE 2 
are the ſame in bock. Both injoin the ſame 
obligations, and confer the ſame: ; benefits. 
They are both diſtinguiſhed by external inſtru- 
ments, and have both in view the ſame ſpiritu- 
al end. In nothing are they found to differ, 
but i in the occaſions to which they ſerve; and 
in the inſtruments imployed. If we draw 
them together and place them ſide by ſide, 
from whatever point we view them, we ſhall 
diſcover that clofe affinity, which will ſup- 
port us if cotiſidering the one as the counter- 
part of the other, though this connexion may 
not he eee, en CP _ "of the 
inſpired Writers. ey TA "Ws 2 
And if we weigh ticks: b di: Dons 
and external Inſtruments, and remark * - 
| they ſubſerve and correſpond t to, eac ach, other | 
in the c οο * of Chriſtian life, we Thall 
| Be the mo} ſtrongly convinced of their na- 
/ + aiveand” inviolable affinity.” ' Baptiſm is is ap- 
Propriated as the rite of initiation into the 
comm union öl che Church, by which weare 
ind in a" folemn obligation to obey che ö 
Gan, But, alas ! how Tepeatedly | have 
we" iaffinged” this "facred vow? We have 
*eorruptei or erte the ſeeds of Grace, 


* 
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0 from the nature of this rite, which only 
devotes us to religion at firſt, we cannot have 
recourſe to it to renew our engagements, and 
to reinſlate ourſelves in the fayour of heaven, 
Out of che ſuperlative meafure of his love, 
- our divine Maſter hath, therefore, given us 
the inſtitution of the Eucharifl, by which We. 
enjoy repeated opportunities, through the 
future periods of life, of repairing our broken 
yows, and of appearing again before the 
throne of Grace. Whilſt the one opens the 
treaſures of religion, the other ſecures us their 
poſſeſſion. - - Whilſt Baptiſm can alone __ 
us to the promiſes of the Goſpel, 

| Euchariſt can alone confirm them to us. 5 
of theſe inſtitutions introduces or maintains 
che rights of the other, and thus the Chriſtian 
cꝙconomy is made complete, That facra- 


mental coverianit which Was opened at the 1285 


| font, meets its cloſe and confummation at the 
Altar; and the principles of the new life, which 
came of Water, are cheriſhed and confirmed 
; by the myſtic food of Bread, and Wine, 
- Having deſcended, in the laſt diſcourſe, 0 
à particular view of the Inſtitulion of Bap - 
hin, is HF and internal nee I 
Ok V 


8 — . 


= him/el If : After that, ke 
«a baſon, and began to wi 
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together with its Obligations. and Benefits 1 


8 Proceed We to an illuſtration of the Lords 
Supper after a ſimilar plan, And it may be 
Proper to recommend a ſuitable Preparation 
| before we preſume to een the, altar, 


by 6 SY Baptiſm was tranſlated from the 


| Jewiſh ceremonial into the Chriſtian religion, 


ſo the Euchariſt was borrowed froman ancient 
obſcrvance of the Jews. After they had cele- 


brated the Paſſover, they waſhed. their feet, and 


then ſat down ta an after-repaſt t, at which 
the fath ex of the family took bread, and, hav- | 
ing given thanks, he diſtributed to the wholc 


Houſe, and then the cup; and the, feaſt of 
| charity concluded in an hymn. In exact | 
conformity to this, at che Inſlilutian of the 


Euchariſt, aſter eating . the. Paſſover. with as 


diſciples, Je 74 efus riſeth from the ſupper, and laid aſide 


his garments, and took. a . towel. and. ae 


1 ble 2 fect, 
and to wipe them with a;towel-wherewith he was 
girded x. And, as they did eat, he took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gaue it la 


lem, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body which is 


ö . the Poſtecenium. John! „„ broten 
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for you; this do in remembrance. of me. -Like- 
wiſe alſo the cup, after ſupper, faying, drink ys 
all of it, for this is my blood of the new teſtament, 
which is ſhed for you and for. many for the re- 
miſſion of fins; this do Ye, as often as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me f. And; when they had 
fung an hymn, they went up into the mount of 
Olives , and the awful fcene of his lacri- 
fice immediately enſued, This: was 'the de- 

ciſive mark to which all religious rites and 

ceremonies had been directed from the begin- 


| - ning of the world, and in which they 


found their repoſe and end, 11 was likewiſe : 
che point from which religious inſtitutions 
were to flow'to the end of time, and to which : 
their uſe and fignificatian are to be referred. 
” The Paſſover more eſpecially anticipated this 
event. After our Saviour had celebrated 
that rite with his diſciples, he diſmiſſed it for 
ever; for he conſidered the ablation of hun- 
= ſelf, 3 was immediately at hand, as 
actually completed, and we find him inſti⸗ 
5 tuting another Tite in its room, which 1 Was 10 | 
3 its uſe to all future ages. I 8 Fes: 


5 $$ of 


1. See Hcg xxvi. 26, 27, 28. Mak v. 257 5 EN 
988 Luke xxil. 29, 30. 1. cor. xi. 23 24, 57 5 55 : 
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He pronounced the words of the inſti⸗ 
tution with an immediate reference to his 
body and blood, which are the foundation of 
that Covenant, from which our redemption 
and falvation are derived. This bread tis my 
body, which was given for-you——This cup is my 
blood which was ſhed for you. Theſe expreſ- 
hons are highly figurative and emblematical, 
_ They glow- with very ſentiment ; and an 
inferior critic can diſcern that the energy and 
beauty of ſuch modes of ſpeaking would be en- 
tirely loſt, if directly underſtood. It is impoſſi- 
ble our Saviour could mean chat the bread and 
vine were his identical body and blood; for 

when he ſpake theſe words, he was not cru- 
cified ; bis body was intire, and viſibly dif. 
fſerent, and his blood not ſhed. Had he in: 
tended to be poſitively and directly under- 
ſtood, he would have diſproved the evidence 
of ſenſe, on which the credit of his religion 
; ultimately depends; and the laſt action of 
his life would have deſtroyed the ſe of 
every other, and have ſubverted the founda - 
tion of that illuſtrious ſyſtem he had been 
labouting to ere, He propoſed them only 
23 an 8 his . and bload, and 
| om 


* 
11 
ws + 


bis uns E * 


7 1 them to. be applied in remem- 
France of him. As the Paſchal Lamb Was a 
facrifice repreſenting. and. anticipating the one 
great and eternal ſacriſice to come, fo. the 
Euchariſt i ISA. acrifice repreſenting and com- | 
memorating the. one great 2nd, SIDE lar = ; 


bee hoes is paſt. 


| : Ups of . kale itütion are impor: | 

kant, oy "will illuſtrate the propriety. c of is 

external inſtruments. Baptiſm alludes o the 
| Ficrifice of Chriſt, for we are baptized. into 

>: Ke death; but he Euchariſt is A ſtronger | 

And i more particular memorial of it, for as _ 
0 ten as e eat this bread and. drink this cup,” . 
ye do ſhiew forth the Lord's death, till. he come,” 
I is called the New 7. eNament i in his blood, and SS 
was inflituted in memory of the Covenant, 2 
Which was: Funded 3 in, his merits. and ſealed 
With his blobd. And what more appoſite em- 
lem" could pe adöpted than Bread broken ; 
and Wine poured” out, of that body which 
Was Wounded,” and of that blood Which was 
ed 10 redeem the nations ? B Jet- 
Ang forth evidently . before 43, Chriſt: cru ” ER 
ified among us, in that viſible and em- „ fy . 
Biemiatie form which he himſelf ordained, „„ 


*. 
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this ſacrament is an act of high devotion, in 
which our worſhip and obedience, our 
gratitude and praiſe canflitute the moſt perfect 
tacrifice t that mortals can ptefent. Impreſſed 
With a train of devout ideas, animated wit 
| the conteniplation of the | innumerable 
bleſſings devolved on men, whilſt the fym⸗ 
bols of their immediate cauſes are before, us, 
we cannot fail being inſpired with every 
great and good affeftion, And, Whilſt we 
glow. in the ardour of this devotion, we ſhall 
be zealous to become perfect i in every good 
work ; for the love of God conflraineth u us, be- 
| cauſe we thus judge, that. if. one died for all, : 
they who live, ſhould not henceforth liue unto 
8 "Pur, Into. him way died, us, ao 
— 
Tie t nion is og pag; 195 10 
eriſh and promote that eſſential branch \4 : 
ha ry wr Tove of. God, and good. il 
As by baptiſm we are enliſted unden * 5 
hand even | Chitiſt, to be members of his body, ſo 


partaking of che Euchariſt we. are all 


det points. of 'the Jame body, ad members - 
F one another, united to him and to each 
i _ wa the” oh ont coniiuntiion. of bis 


* 
7 
* of 
8 


* 
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5 body and blood: The. cup" of ae which 
wwe bleſs, is it not the communion "of the 
blood of Chriſt ? and the bread which we break,, 


ii it not the communion of. the body | 'of Chriſt ? 


We are not only obliged by the Arrongeſt 5 


ties of love and gratitüde to Chriſt our head, 
but alſo by ſimilar ties of love and charity to 


our fellow members; for, if he ſo. loved us: as | 


to die for our Wat we ought not only o 
love Site but alſo 7% love one another, to be 
cemented to Him and to each other by the 
intercourſe of love,” | "This i ts my (ommandment, 
that he love one another, as]. have Toved vol. 
"Eriatef love hath no man than this, "that a man. 


tay down his life for his friends,” : Hei ſhall 


all men know that 9 are my a! Vale if Je love 


one e The Paſchal, Lamb was eaten 
: with unleavened bread, and not a bone of it 5 
| "tas" broken, as an emblem of uninterrüpted +: 
And fene | 
our Paſſover 15 aer ficed for us, we are 


Hz rmony” and unbroken peace? -4 


*exhorted, in alluſiof to the ancient rite, to 
_ "Reep the feaſt of Bread and Wine not with the 
Leuven of malice ant wickedneſs, but je the 
eee bread of fincerity and truth. 5 N 


TH i 


2 


W wk chat we engage with | our Redeemer to/ 


diſtinguiſh ousſelves his friends by doing hal- 
ſoever lie commands us, is the moſt i important 
purpoſe of the inſtitution. And, ſurely, 
Bread and Mine, which enable our bodies to 
5 diſcharge the functions of life, are an appoſite 
emblem of that myſtic food, which will quali- 
fy our ſouls to * 7 eee obli- 
. N | 


—. 


Ho OWEVER uſeful wad ſublime its CS 
5 | the external application: of this-ſacrament wilt 
ET © be ineffectual, unleſs accompanied by aſpiritu- 
al and internal. power. In vain do we com- 
| memorate the death of Chriſt, in vain we 
partake of the feaſt of charity, in vain do we 
do join iſſue with our Redeemer to fulfil his 
law, unleſs. we are actuated and empowered 
| by the Spirit of Grace. This is the great end 
„ which the inſtitution has in view. The ex- 
ternal inſtruments are of divine appointment, 5 
and are aſſuredly accompanied with. a ſpecial 
bleſſing- But whether we ſhall - reap its 
: ſalutary fruits; depends on our own con- 
eurrence with it, on our ſincerity, on our de- 
fires, on our exertions. Though in - the 
Leral ſenſe, all partake of what is called the 
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body and blood of Chriſt, yet the virtuous re- 
ccivers alone cat the fleſh of Chriſt and drink! his 
| blood ſpiritually and effectually. They alone 
are nouriſhed by that internal food derived 
from his death which conſtitutes them members 


of his fleſh and. "of i 1 bones, and Miete el 
them with the principles of anew . TE 


I. I * che inſtitution ok this 1 ke © our 
Lord is particularly emphatic in theſe words 
Do this in remembrance of me. By remember- 
ing him we ſhould not reſt ſatisfied. in re- 
collecting that there was once ſuch. an extra- 
ordinary perſon in the World. We ſhould 
wa him to more uſeful and important 
purpoſes. 3 contemplate his 
divinity and glory. We ͤſhould dwell on his 
ene love to, men in his incarnation, 
on the temptations he Was expoſed to, the 
aeg obedience of his life, the doctrines 
which he taught, the precepts he enjoined, 
the croſs upon which he triumphed, and the 
death by which he died. And we ſhould 

_ eſpecially revolye upon the relation in Lyhich . 

he ſtands to us; the Benefits he has o 


? %S Vs 


In 5 the Duties he N Lage e dT in Io 2 N 


884 DIS Obs E Al 


ſacrament, We revive. the, Obligations, ol oup 
baptiſmal vo.. with a ſincere and. fervent. ea, . 
our Lord hath engaged: to pardon. our. of- 
e to receive us unto Grace, to eſlabliſh us 
by Adoption. and to. crown. us with, Glory. 

Whoſo eateth my ell and drinketh my blood 
hath eternal Wy ang, 4 will ra iſe hip. # af 

| go of day. 
„„ 255 1 
nm Since nen bey in dige 
: arten, into league with Him, in whoſe 
hands - are ine iſſues of. life. and death, our 
attention ſhould be moſt ſeriouſly bent upon 
our thoughts and actions. St. Paul exhorts 
us, to examine» ourſelves, and fo do eat of that 
bread, and iq drin of that cup. On our- 
felves; on our preparations, on our reſolutions, 
on tlie general 8 of our lives, all our 
flucceſs de If under the auſpice of 
humble prayer, 10 grateful heart, and virtu: 
pus bouche Wy" inqpcbate. e . to this 
Page) bel objedls of; t that: viel 
aue Banus will As %s N the * Op 0 Te- 


F T 


| of. he covenant in a we 5 at t dhe 
font, and to renew its obligations. | Let us 
then, review. the tenor; of our baptiſmal 
vow, and examine when and how it has 
been infringed. Its obligation Was to do 
all the | commandments of God. Let us, 
| therefore, adjuſt our conduct by the land- 
ard of the Goſpel. Let us enquire hom we 
have diſcharged che duties of Faith, Obedi- 
ence and Repentance; and as Charity is more 
particularly eſſential to the inſtitution, let 
us aſk our hearts whether. that celeſtial 
principle be grounded there. Not only the 
more flagrant acts of diſobedience, but che 
more private defects ſhould be examined a 
chaſtiſed... Such fins as are aggravated: 8 
being deliberate. and habitual, ſhould be ſe- 
rioully reviſed, and the reflection of having 
wilfully and repeatedly. inſulted: the. moſt 


gracious of Beings, cannot fall to 8 a 


—piner ſing of repentance in the breaſt. | 

Let us not however impoſe upon „ 
os reſting in this. Ezamination as itfelf an 
end. It is only. the prelude 10 future im- 
provement, without Which it is totally diveſted 
Pp 1 ker. Wen we fee} 1 it add fire to our 
TT | " Folie 


_ 


* 


4 5 SY vx 8 f 2 * mad ä N a 
iT ** "RR . ²˙ a Sed a eee ? 1 * 
2 r i * 
8 * 
3 : % 


Lene of po gs 


redemption with contempt, They who come 
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reſolution and vigor to our faith ; when our 
vitals are warmed with the love of virtue, and 
our hearts glow in the ardor of beneyo- 


lence ; in that auſpicious hour let us advance 


with humble confidence, and receive the hal- 


lowed emblems of benediction and grace. 
[Thoſe devout affections, which are kindled 


at the altar, will be cheriſhed and improved by 


ſupernatural aid; we ſhall proceed from vir- 
tue to virtue, and from grace; to grace, till we 
arrive at the ge 42175 the 5 e * te 


* * 2 ak $9 pag 
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A ae ee VOWS tehtrendy Wande 
. religiouſly obſerved, add liſe to our faith 


and energy to our virtue, ſo the ſins commit- 
ted after them carry an additional load of guilt; 
for, beſide their natural abhorrence from the 
holineſs of the Deity, they are aggravated by 


the violation of the moſt ſacred engagements 
ſanctioned and enforceg by divine appoint- 
ment. The ſacrifice of the Son of God pur- 
chaſing our eternal redemption is the ſubject 


of theſe vows, and to break them is to tram- 
ple upon the croſs, and to reject 


lo the ſupper of the Lamb, and make a covenan 
with him by commemorating his ſacrifice, re- 
double every obligation; and if they deſcend 
from the altar of pureſt incenſe to mix in the 
pollutions of the world, by their actions they 
| proclaim, that they conſider Chriſt as the mini- 
ter of ſin, and count the blood of the. covenant, 
 wherewith they profeſs to be ſanfified, an 
unholy thing. This is to receive unworthuly, . 
and St. Paul hath warned us of the conſe- 
quence; Whoſo ſhall eat. this bread and drink 
this cup unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the body 
and blood of Chriſt ; he eateth and drinketh 
judgment to aneh. not d SEE the. Lord's 
yoo: TO | 7 
Not that, a we ad from the as | 
an unſinning obedience is expected at our 
hands, which is incompatible with the condi- 
tion of human nature; but as there are 
many colours and degrees of fin, we are 
required, after every ſacramental engagement, 
do abandon ſuch vices as are habitual and 
deliberate and of a deeper ſtain, and to 
make freſh advances in the paths of virtue. 
The altar is erected not as a terror, but as 
: hay to the anch and he ſhould not ſuf- 7 
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fer himſelf to be diſcouraged or driven from 
it by grounded apprehenſions. No office 
of religion is ſo immediately deſigned for his 
ſpiritual improvement None can ſo effec- 
tually contribute to it. All are commanded 
to obſerve it, and to diſobey thiscommand is an 
aggravated fin. Let none abſtain from the 
holy table, unlefs it be the flagrant and no- 
torious offender.” And, if ſuch offender can 
form a reſolution to forſake his ſins, let him 
Prepare his heart, and advance in hope. He 
can apply to no remedy ſo effectual, as 
prayer and this ſacrament; and chough, at 
firſt, he may only make feeble advances, yer 


let him not deſiſt. The tranſition from ſin to 


righteouſneſs is always gradual and progreſ- 
five, and no man was ever converted in a mo- 
| ment but by a miraculous interpoſition; | ay 

- Andif, after he hath Put up his vows, he 
Woll happen to let flip his integrity,” and to 
be drawn back into the fame depth of fin 
Which he had engaged to "relinquiſh, let him 
not finally deſpair. a Let” him lament his 
faults with deeper ſorrow, pray for aſſiſtance 

with more fervent zeal, watch over his con- 
duct With more carneſt care, strengthen his 


reſo?” | 
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| teſolution with greater foningds; atid agait 5 
tommetnorate the merits of His redeemer, 
| And claim anew the influetite of Grace. The 
Lord is merciful aud long uſfering. arid caſtetii 
none away, and we are aſſured, that when the 
wicked nian turneth himſelf away from his with- 
10 which he hath committed, and docth that * 
which ii lawful ard right, he ral fave his | 
ag 1 5 
Tue duty of ee this altar of PE 
elt . to offer up our voivs; is indifpenſ- 
able, anid urgent; and, under ſack gracious 
and benign encouragement, no one need 
fremble to appronch. Was it tequilite t 
be baptized? It is equally neceffary to ratify - 
the obligations in Which We engaged at the 
font, by our obligations at the altar. Chriſt. 
| Himſelf ordaineck the ftiſtitution with the 
greateſt ſolemnliy, and in mie moſt av ful and 
eritical moment. He did it the hofiour to 
admiriiſter hitnfelf, And commanded all te 
Partake of it; and fince the Advantages 
Which attend it are all the priveleges of his 
duntttortal Covenant, Pardon, Grace, Adoption; 


and Glory, what ſhall we render unto the Lord PE 


For all hris "I towards us * will take the 
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cup of ſetuation and call upon the name of the 
Lord, we will pay our vows in the preſence of 
all his people. Since we are baptized by. the 
ſame water into-one body, at the ſame table 
Jet us all partake of that one body. Chil- 
. dren of the ſame F ather,” members of the ſame 
family, brothers of the ſame redemption, deſ- 
tined to the ſame immortal fellowſhip, can- 
didates for the ſame hope of eternal life, and 
eoheirs of the fame glorious inheritance, with 
one heart and one mind let us jointly cele- 
brate this feaſt of charity, commemorating 
| the. dying love of our Redeemer, engaging 
to fulfil his law, having our breaſls inſpired 
SE an Holy ſympathy, and kindled with 
heavenly fire. Let us join in a devout and 
fervent zeal. Let benevolence beam from 
| every eye. Let every boſom by mutual in- 
feclion catch the ſacred flame of gratitude and 

praiſe. And chus, by j joining religiouſly and 
frequently i in the renewal of our vows, we 


ſhall be eſtabliſhed i in. virtue and- grace, our 


bodies wil be made. temples of the Holy 
| Gholl, and our ſouls Prepared for the future: 
5 In « of God. : 
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The Exp diſplayed. 


Ac Ds xvil. 90; 34, 


He hath appointed a day, in which ke will Judge | 
the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom 
| he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
Aſſurance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed 
him oo hs the dead. 


EFORE we doſe this 3 argument, 1 
et us draw together the heads of this com- 
| pendious ſyſtem, and exhibit them in a ſingle 

point of view, in order to diſplay the End of 
our religion in the moſt ſtriking light, as well 
aus the Means which are to conduct us to it. 
_ Hareinzss in a future life is. the Exp . 
of Religion. The human Sour is the Sus- s 

12er, Which is to enjoy it.“ - God is the 
Q» ] FO from whom i it muſt proceed. And 


5 · 2 5 the 
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the Mxans of obtainzug it, is To. PLEASE 
RIAN by doing his perfect will. We traced 
the WII I of God by the lights of Conſcience, 
Reaſon, and Revelation ; and by the ſame 
lights diſcovered man's native Inability to per- 
form it. God created him originally able 
beth to know and to do his duty, and en- 
gaged to make him happy on the performance ' 
ol it; this is the Covenant of Workg. His D- 
PRAVATION Was derived from. the volun- | 
tary diſobedience of his Primitive Parents, | 
whence Sin and Death enſued, with loſs of 
happineſs, -The love of God interpoſed 
and projected the plan « of man's redemption, 
by which his immortal attributes are recon:- 
giled, and our title to "happineſs founded 
anew. He gave his eternal Son to take up- 
on hi our nature, apd to diſcharge the Con- 
dition of the Covenant of Works, by perfect 
Ovzviexce to his will, This is the found- 
ation of che Covenant of Grace.—Chriſt i is the 
 Mzviartgqs of this new Covenant, which 
office divides. into three branches ; ; that of 
Prophet, to teach men its Condition, and to 
give them the law of the Goſpel ; ; that of 
Ph Fe: one for their | ſins 3 and that of 
: an. 


DISCOURSE XII, 203 
| King, to ſupport. them by his Grace here, 


and to reign over them in Glory hereafter. 


—— Theſe extraordinary truths were com- 


municated to the world by REVELAT ION, 


of which Prophecies, Miracles &c, are the infalli- 
ble teſt, The Patriarchs, and ancient Jews 


had them by Promiſe divinely aſcertained : 


Chriſtians have them in actual enjayment 
confirmed by ſtronger evidences, —The Ho- 


Ly SCRIPTURES, Which contain this Revel- 
ation, are proved to be ancient, authentic, and 


uncorrupted; and the Wa IxEASs of them to 
have been capable and credible witneſſes, and 
honeſt relators, of what they have advanced. 
he Condition of the Govenant of Grace: : 


] mean the part incumbent on men, is di- 


: vided 1 into Farry——Onenizncr——and 


RETENTAN CI. And fince theſe cardinal] 


duties are above the capacity of our native 
powers, our Saviqur hath promiſed to aſſiſt our 


% 


endeavours by the influence of divine Grace, 


and to interceed with his Father in heaven, 
e hath farther appointed efficacious 
means, by which we may apply far this 


ſpiritual aſſiſtance, by the inflitutions of a 


FP qe Worgny rr and 
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the EvcnarisT.. 

Such are the extraordinary M E AN 3, 
through which we are to advance to the 
EN Þ of our religion, and Chriſt, we plainly ſee, 
is the only way to it. I am the way, fays he, 
and the truth, and the life; no man cometh to 
the Father, but by me. en id rag 


Tus Nuftrius End. Alt is no lels chan 
the perſection and happineſs of our immor- 
tal ſouls, commences in a future, unchange- 
able period, and in an unknown region ſituate 
beyond the barrier of the grave. Incom- 
patible with the | unhallowed fcenes of this 
world the reward of our religion is . 
for a more perfect and exalted ſlate. 
buſineſs is opened here, and here che . 
ters, which appear and diſappear on the flage 7 
of life, receive their deciſive caft ; but its con- 
ſummation reaches into a future world. Let 
us, then, lift up the veil which ſeparates 
the mortal from the immortal ſtate, and, by 
that infallible light held ont by revelation, Wt. 
us look at and contemplate the ifſue of things. 
And, fince the high Rewards, which are 
| > to the 1 and the Puniſh- 


dem 


ments 1 tranſcendent, 8 are des 


nounced againſt the wicked, are the immor- | 
tal ſanction which enforces every Doctrine 
and Precept of our religion, a review f 


them, as they ſtand in the irreverſible decrees 


| of God, may form no improper concluſion 
to theſe diſcourſes. Devote we, therefore, 
this occaſion to contemplate. che Ręſurrec- 


tion, Future „eee 1 the NE GE : 
e ee ee Ara 


I. We :. are; 3 mg ya infallible 


Gracles, that there will be a general Rzsur-' 


RECTION. both. of the juſt and unjuſt ;/ that, | 


at a certain day, all that are. in their graves 


ſhall hear. the voice of the. Son: of man, and ſhall 
come forth; that our ſouls will be united to our 


bodies, and our bodies changed; this cor- 


ruptible ſhall: put on ee and this. : 
5 mortal Hall hut on immortality... 
- This doctrine, however myſtic ad fublime; 


is no way repugnant. to the dictates of rea- 
ſon; for his almighty arm; which firſt erect 
ed our ſouls and bodies out of nothing, 
. united them together, and endued them with' 


| the principles of ONE is not Mortned, that 
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exhibited the moſt palpable ex 
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een Hes modified and Sata; * 


broad, He can remand back all the parts oſ che 


human body, arrange them in their proper 
order, ſpiritualize their contexture, rejoin the 
foul, and immortalize the new-eredted fabric. 
Abraham, Job, the Prophets, and ancient 


Jews repoſed all their hopes and confidence 


in this doctrine. David exclaims in tranſ- 


port, Wilt thou ſhew wonders to the dead, and 
ſhall the dead ariſe and praiſe thee ! Shall thy 
 loving-kindneſs be ſliewed in the grave, or thy 
faithfulneſs" in deſtruttiom! © Thy "dead men, 


faith Iſaiah, ſhall live, together with my dead 
body all they ariſe, awake and Ang, thou that 


dwelleſt in the wn, Vor thy dew is as the deu 


of * herbs,” and the ' earth fall caft out her 
dead ! Ae our Lord not only affured his 


Apoſtles, in direct terms, of chis important 
truth; but conſirme 


rmed it to their fenſes by 
raiſing Lazarus and two others, and, at laſt, 
viderice ot it by 

faifity himſelſ. In this riſen ſtate he con- 
verfec- with them for à fucceſſion of forty 


5 days, vr erg n coun of 1 og 


> — N 8 2 , * 
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' Now is Chriſt riſen. from te dead, and be- 


„ the firſt-fruits of them that Nept. By 
railing himſelf he hath evinced the Soſbbility 
of raiſing us. His reſurrection is both an ear- 
neſt and an example of ours! Behold he that 
cometh, ſhall come, and will not tarry.” They 


that remain ative at his approach, we are 


5 informed; will not die: but will be changed- in 
& moment, at the laſt trump. The dead in 


Chriſt ſtall riſe firſt, then they whith' are alive % 
ſhall be caught up together, neither ſhall they dil. 


any more, for they are equal to cher auen of 
| 8 being the. children of the ręſurrectionꝰ̃ 


Cad 


Our Lord's reſurreQion is a fmal prot | 


k os he hath made a complete ranſom for Sin, 
and diſarmed it of its ſting; for, as Death 


was the effett of Sin, by conquering. the one z 


he hath. actually triumphed over the other: 


Through, death, and his triumph over it, he 


hath deſtroyed him that had the: power of death; 
even the Devil, and delivered thoſe who all their, 
life time were ſubjet unto bondage. 45 Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? I 
i God that juſtifleth. + Who is le that condemn- 


eth? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather that. is | 


mo again, who maketh inferceſſuo ton for 10. 
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Ol the manner in which dhe auguſt ſcene 

of a general reſurrection | will be executed, 
and of the, particular nature of our future 
bodies, we are left without any re t-inform- 
ation, as of things todo ſublime for mortal 
comprehenſions- We are, indeed, affured 


chat, whatever changes our bodies may un- 


dergo; every one will have his own, and 
chat, aſter its reunion with the ſoul, he will 
Be the identical perſon he was in this life; 
Gee to o every ſeed his: oꝛun body. 
But of one thing, Which is the moſt important 
to be known; we may reſt in the moſt poſi- 
| tive aſſurance, that our condlition in ann 
life will entirely depend on our conduct in 
whether we ſhall riſe to the 'refurreftion 
of life, or to the rgſurrectioi of damnation- — 
when we revive at the awakening call of 
leſus, whether we ſhall ſucceed to happineſs 
Wk glory, or to ſhame nnn woe.” 


| "It. Far 1 8 ill be peer * = 
bs the awful ſcene of a general JUBGMENT,' 
before the moſt impartial: and infallible tri- 
| Bunal. In no belief have men in every 
760 and naten, more en, coincided; : 
| that 
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chan in that of a ſuture judgment. Conſcience, 
His dread vicegerent within the breaſt, antici- 
pates and repreſents the great judge at the 
end of the world. Go to the Roman hiſto ry 
and view the character of Tiberias Emperor 
of the world. See him, in the midſt of 
ſovereign power, ' accumulated wealth, and 
all terreftrial glory, wrung with anguiſh and 
tortured with remorſe. Hear him exclaim- 
ing that he was miſerable as the Gods could 
make him, through the awful expectation of 
a day to come. Then turn your eye upon 
the page of Plato, and read the ſolemn de; 
ſcription of his maſter's death,” Labouring 
under the ſentence of che moſt iniquitous 
judgment, condemned to ſuffer in the cauſe 
ol virtue, you will, behold the portrait of 
g Socrates inveſted in the ſmiles of conſciqus 
integrity. Fortified and becalmed in that 
hour of conflict, when nature feels her great 
| convulſion, unſhaken by misfortung, unde- 
preſſed by fear, you will ſee him drink the 
fatal cup with the complacence and fatisfaQion 
ariſing from the ſilent plaudit of his heart, 
and from the expreſs aſſurance of appearing 
1 de mare ras Judges. Contemplate theſe 


R "0 
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erhohte chaxaQers. - Ho- direly do they 
Point to that grand tribunal, which every 


breaſt is inſtructed to recognize, which is the 


foundation of all religion, the ſupport of 
moral conduct, the bond of ſociety, and ba 
anction of Jaws ? „ 
This eſſential article - our. faith receives 
farther confirmation from the unequal, and 
ſeemingly unjuſt, diſtribution of things, which 
| marks the preſent ate. In this life vice 
| and virtue are obſerved to ſhare an undiſ- 
tinguiſhed lot, For a ſeaſon divine Juſtice 


: > Tetires behind the curtain, and leaves men at 


full liberty to agt their voluntary parts, and 
tio aſcertain jheir charaQers, - As ſoon as the ” 
play of life is over, and the terreſtrial ſcene, is 
cloſed, ſhe will ſtep forth to adjuſt her rights, 
1» vindicate her authority, and 10 reſume — | 
throne. Verily there is a reward | for the righteous. 
Double eſs there is a God that + judgeth t the earth, . 
But this fundamental dodrine i Is confirmed f 
15 by the Irreſiſtible light of pevelatign. God 
hath. appointed 9 day, in which he will judge the 
| world. in righteou uſneſs by that man whom he 
5 hath ordained, whereof he hath given aſſurance 
im rn e 8 
dla 
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fead. Not content with barely announcing 
this truth, the Goſpel affords us more pa- 
pable and particular evidence. The reſur- 
rection of Chriſt: was exhibited as a viſible 

evidence of a future flate, and here an appeal 
10 made to It to demonſtrate the W A | 
an enſuing innen: | 


7 ne Father judgeth ng man, FRY anni : 
all judgment to the Son, that all men ſhould 
honour the Son, as they honour the Father. The 
perſon deſtined to preſide at the laſt tribunal 
and to pronounce the irreverſible ſentence, is 
the ſame ho hath redeemęd us with his blood | 
| and will raiſe us by his power. We muſe all. 
appear before the judgment: ſeat of. Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according {0 that which he hath done, whether | 
it be good or cuil. All temporal dignities 

nd diſtinctions will 5 levelled and annulled, 
for the dead ſmall and great ſhall appear beforg 
| God. Riches will diſſolve into duſt, ſave that 
part. which hath been conſecrated by acts 
of charity, and honours will vaniſh like ex- 
halations. Learning and worldly wiſdom. 
ink be * nq ayail, unleſs they have been 


Gree | 
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directed to uſeful purpoſes. A heart religi: 
ous, honeſt, and Ser humble, holy, and 
devout, humane, peaceful, and charitable 
will only ſtand the teſt, and alone will tri- 
umph in that day. However partially the 
hand of Providence may diſpenſe her favours 
here, chat is ſet apart ag à day of univerſal 
retribution, when all inequalities will be ad- 
juſted, all feeming defects will be removed, 
unerring Juſtice will erect her ſcale, and di | 
play to the wondering univerſe the wiſdom 
and the Tighteouſneſs of che ways of God. 
With him there is na reſpef of perſons; but unto 
| whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall much 
be required; and to whom God hath committed 
much of him will he aſk the more. 
God hath given him authority to eile 
| 1 becauſe he 75 the Son of 1 man... Being | 
3 acquainted With human nature 
He can make a juſt allowance in judging 
ol human infirmities, And what can ſo much 
encourage the humble Chriſtian to perſevere 
in his duty, as tp reflect, that he js to render 


_ an account before Him, who called himſelf a 


brother, and who deſcended into the weakneſs 
as a of his Fe 8 * let us not 
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be high-minded; but fear. Let us take care 
leſt He, who came once to ſave us, come à⸗ 
gain to condemn us; and leſt che meck and 
merciful Jeſus change the humility of his 
perſon and the benignity 6f his aſpect, and 
cloath himſelf with terror and deſtruction: 
And ſince our future eternal deſtiny will 
depend on our conduct here; for if the 
tree fall toward the Jouth, or toward the 
north, where the tree falleth, there ſhall it be, 
of what critical importance is the hour of 
death? The ſoul, when ſhe iſſues from her 
f earthly. tenement; can never be recalled. 1 
How valuable are the moments of this ſhort 
_ nuffertain life, frnce by the uſe of them 
every moment of the next eternal life will 
be determined. Whatever thine hand. findeth to 
do, do'it with thy might ; for there is no wort, 
5 nor device, nor 'Inouitedge, „ nor u iſdom, in the : 
| grave whither thou goefl.” The h6ur of death' 
* a critical deciſive hour/ Then the book of. -- 
6hr accounts i is ſhut never to be reviſed or 
corrected, and 1 never to be opened till the day 
af jadgment, When every leaf will be un- 
folded, and every page explained. That fouf : 
Te is fled muſt be accountable 5 
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| and bear the verdict of. her FORTY all eters - 


nity... O what amazing change are we ihen 
to undergo! Let us exerciſe ourſelves unto god- 
lineſs in this life, to rive and to run, to fight 
and to fand faſt, that we _ e a 
ane change. 


ras low of his awful judgment i is repre- 15 
as in ſcripture 3 in theſe ſolemn terms :. At 
tie end of the world, ;vhe Son of man hall come 
and defend from heaven in the loud, with 
| great power and glory, and all the holy Angels 
with him to judge the quick and the dead. Then 
ſhall he fit on his white throne. from whoſe face 
the earth and heaven ſhall flee away ; ; and ali 
earth and the ſea ſhall give up. their dead, and 
all nations s ſhall be gathered before. him, and the 
book of Ii ife ſhall be opened, and they ſhall be 
| judged out . of thoſe things which are written 
in the book, according o their works. Then 
ſhall the Angels come forth, and ſeparate the 
wicked from the uf and He ſhall ſeparate one 
from the other, as a ; ſhepherd divideth the ſheep. 
ac goats, and he Hall el the ſheep on his 
land, and the goats on his left. —Then 
alte e to blem on _ right hand, Come ye 
1 > hen | 


7 
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ö bleſſed of my father, inherit the — e- 


pared for: you before the Joundation of the 
world. Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the 


let hand, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſt- 


ing fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 


_ where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 


 Yuenched And theſe ſliall go away into ever= 


5 laſting open end the nt his 4 e 


eternal. 


At the cloſe of this lla thi Vikas 


iels of the ſentence will be atinounced by 


tlie joint acclaim of che glorious inhabitants 
of heaven, of Cherubims and Seraphims. 
'6f Piincipalities and Powers, and it will be 


| ſealed? by their voice: For all the Angels 8 


buen ſhall ſtand round about the throng, and 
fall before the throne upon their faces, and wor- 


Nip God ſaying A ME MN: — The Lord is right 


eous in all his ways, and holy in all his works! _ 


Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſe 


giving, and honour, and-power, and wt 6G be 
unto our God for ever and ever! 4 M EV. 

Ed, Then, ſhall the Son of man, as he comes in the 
tlouds of heaven with power and great glory, 


fend his Angels with a great ſound of atrumpet, 
| IT PO ſtall CON: together his Eleë "I. 
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© the four wi ds, from. one end of the 1 
the other, xk where enen —_— 
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III. Tien W tie end, Hee = Sm thay 
An deſtroyed Sin and Death, and when he 
' hall have put down all rule, and all authority, and 
r- He will, then reſign his temporal king- 


dom. o God eben the Father, and be ſubje& unto 


Aim, that God may be all in all. Retiring into 
the; unity of the Godhead he Will reign 
With re together with the holy Angels and 
he Spirits of juſt men made perfect, and be 
- glorified with that glory, which,he had before te 
e was.: This is the crown, of righteouſneſs laid 

up for them which have kept the faith, which' 
he Lord, the rigliteous judge ſhall give to them 


5 5 mat love his appearing. To. him that overcom-' 
eth will I grant to fit with me on my throne, 
e J alſo overc 


ne, and am fat. down. with 


my father i in his tive. EN, 
as will be the. joys of the Bleſſed i in 
this exalted kingdom, no mortal appre- 
Kenſion can divine. Revelation repreſents 
r eee ene ſuch as che 
: lat it 
entered 


# 
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entered into the heart of man to con 56 But 
though it doth not pet appear what we ſhall bt; - 
this we know, that when God dhpears; tot Aal 
be lite kim. We may preſumt, chat 'the haps 

pineſs of heaven will corfift in u Herd 
from ſin, and conſequenily in a freccdm from 
Pain; that the ſpirits of the Juſt will floutiſh i 
out in all thoſe virtues and graces,” the rudi- 


ments of Which they imbibed on earth; n 


theſe divine qualities will be cultivated and en- 
| larged with ſtill new acceſſions, and that from 


their exerciſe they will derive exquiſite and 


tranſcendent bliſs ; that, as they advance from 


one period to another in the regions of eter “ 


ity, they will travel on from perfeclion do per- 
fection, and from glory to glory, making ſtill 
nearer approaches to Him who is ſuperlative = 
in perfection; and that their happineſs Will 2 
© keep pace with their improvement. This i „ 
perhaps, the higheſt and moſt rational idea 
that | mortals can form of immortal «glory,* _ 
At leaſt, it is pure, and ſprings from an un- 
zlluted ſource. However inadequate; it re? 
preſents a glory chat is unfading and capabis 
of an endleſs increaſe. Though without im- 
piety we may hazard a at Ni as 5 
a , 
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808 
let u us not indulge imaginations. The OR 
of heaven is as exalted as ĩtſelf. Let us reſtoux 
hopes on the infallible oracles. To figure out 
to the weak eye of the human intelleR that 
conſummate ſtate which is incapable of being 
directly expreſſed, the ſcripture employs the 
molt ſublime and forcible images drawn 
from every thing that is great and ſplendid. 
There will be a neu heaven and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth Tighteouſneſe, This js the holy 
city, the new Feruſalem coming - down from God 

Hie that ſitteth on his throne in heaven ſhall dwell 
among them, and he ſhall be their God and © they 
Hall be his people. _ They Mall behold his face 
and he will- make it ſhine upon them. And he. 
| will wiße all tears from all eyes, and there ſhall 
he no death or ſorrow, neither any more pain, 

In this holy. city there is no temple, for the Lord 


- 2 Almighty and the Lamb are the temple o 


And the city hath no need of the ſun or of 
ee Shine in it; for the glory of G 
ſhall lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
And the nations of them which are ſaved ſhall 
wall in the light of it, and the kings of the 

. earth ſhall bring their glory gud honour into it. 


XII. 309 8 


4568 2 there frat: TY, in any | wi = enter into # 
= thing that deſileth, neither whatever. worketh : 
abomination or maketh a lie; but. 288 . 
are written in the Lambs book f liſe. 

- Whilſt we inhabit this earthly. tabernacle 
an impenetrable cloud hovers aver the con- de 
fines ol eternity, and our knpwledge SG 
ſpiritual things is imperfect and obſcuxe, 

The Father of che univerſe is no immediate 1 
object. After death, if We be happy, our = 
nature will be ſublimed, and our organs 1 
cleared. The film, which is ſpread over the 
carnal eye, will he removed; we ſhall ſee 

God face to face, and ſhall now him even a : 
alſo we are known. And what can be want 

ing to heighten and complete our happineſs, 

when we are admitted to the preſence and 
enjoyment of the eternal fountain of light and 
ruth? No ſublunary pleaſure can com: | 

pare with that which reſults fram the exer.. . 

ciſe of our intellectual powers on deſerving . 

| as To contemplate the Neity as he ſhines 

in the face of his creation, to trace the ope- 

rations gf his creative and providential hand. 

to climb up by the ſcale of reaſon from 
fue work ta the work - maſter, to ſollq m him 

. 85 e 
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out: ar the natural i into his moral Nord and 
from thence into the world of Grace, is the 
ſublimeſt, the moſt rational, and delectable em. 
ploy ment of the human mind. "How abun- 
; dantly, then, will our ethereal and enlightened 
| fouls exult in the unforbidden diſcovery of 
; all truth! How will they triumph in viewing 
the infinite glories and beatitudes of the God- 
head; eſpeciallyas knowledge will be free from 
error and fluſh intuitively upon them without 
laborious deductions 2 But, above all, what 
_ Feeftial tranſport will they derive from imi- 
taling the Author of all perfection! And 
bor inconceivably will theſe joys be height- | 
| ened by the holy ſympathy of the inhabitants 
pf heaven, whoſe-ynenvied happineſs and 
glory will perpetually ſpring from the glory 
and happineſs of each other! All the diviner 
pleaſures and dearer intercourſes will be re- 
pewed, and the refined endearment of par- | 
_ ticular attachment- will be crowned with the 
ſublimer exerciſe af univerfal love. To: 
gether the whole aſſembly of the Elect will 
be called to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, 
and will. be joined to the general aſſembly and 
fkurch of the firſt-barn, and to Feſus the Medi- 
. | 1 . ator 
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7 dio of the Neu Covenant; when the celeltiat 
hoſls will fing Hallelujah, congratulate their 
| conqueſt, welcome their porous and i cele- 

brate their glory. 5 
2 hen ſhall He ee ys n de id fed : 
. 3 the lingdom of the Father, and they that 
are wiſe fall, in their glorified bodies, Mine 
6s the brightneſs of the firmament, and a the 
fears for ever and ever.—Bleſſed © are they that 
do the commanidments of God," that they wap 
have right to the tree of Ife, and enter 
through the gates into the city; where the 7 
hall give them light, and they all drink of the 
_ pleaſures of the river of the water of liſe, and 
4 hand ever and ever. Eg 


Sp oh are the Beanitutel, 6f d the A 
"had 8d exalted will be the glory of the in- 
Rabitants of heaven. Bui the exquiſite and 
endleſs torments, which will * gag 
00 great to conceive, ** too — 0 

to expreſs—where the worm dietl not, and tie 

fire @ not guenched. They will be toinured | 

- with a terrible conſcience within and a more 
ble fire We for bY the Worm is denot- I 


* * 


- 
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ed the REP, of an preying upon the heart 

aggravated with the black and forlorn proſ- 1 
pect of loſt happineſs and laſting pain; and 
by fire is repreſented the infliction of poſitive 

and corporeal- piniſhment—the lake af 

*burneth with fire. T. his is the ſecond death, . 

-which will laſt for ever; for every one ſhall be 

ſalted with fire—that very inſtrument which 

would ſeem to put a period. to their exiſtence, 

will be converted into a means of preſerving. | 

then entire, as immortal vidims of * 135 

divine vengeance: „„ | „ 

God Almighty grant Md we. may: hs 

8 affected by this love and terror of the 

Lord. And feeing that we lodk for ſuch things, 

et us be diligent that we may be found of him 

in peare, without ſpot, and blameleſs. And may 

| the God of peace that brought. again from the 

dead the great ſhepherd of the: ſheep, through 

the blopd of : the everlaſting Covenant, make 

US perfech i in every good work:to do his will, 

working in us that which- is pleafing in his 

Jkt, through FESUS: CHRIS T. to 

ulom be glory = ever and ever. ee 
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 alted-field/ let us make a find to look back * 
and furvey* its general "confines; *Forun't # 
Harrrqsss; or Eternal Life, 8 the gift 'of _—_ 
God. The Means of procuring this gift; at 1 4: 
the Mzxr Is of Chriſt, The Means wHICR - 5 
Will entiile us to cheſe Merits! are Ti AT f, | F 
OngDIEN CE, ad RzFenTANCE. . 1 
Mean which will enable us w pi "2 
duties, is Divine GAA CE. "0 
obtaining dis Grace, are PR UE, ard th ä 
pious obſervance of the Sacraments. _ 
And if we weigh the ultimate End in view, 2 
as well as the different Means em ployed, we ol 
may reſt in füll Affutanck, tllat though they = 

; proceed from the unmerited bounty of the, 5 
Almighty, ſuch is the project of the immortal. 3 
plan, all our fiiceefs will finally depend | 9 

5 upon Ounsztyss. 55 = 

Such is che amazing e and | 3 

- ceconviny of the ſyſtem of Divinity.” Though - ++. 

the treaſures 6f Revelation were, by divine = 
appointment, delivered to men at very diff. 1 
Mens times, in very different forms, and by = 


vs EE, different 
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